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Consign or sell now!
ALL BENEFITS AT A GLANCE                                  

Auktionshaus Christoph Gärtner GmbH & Co. KG
Steinbeisstr. 6+8 │ 74321 Bietigheim-Bissingen, Germany 
Tel. +49-(0)7142-789400 │ info@auktionen-gaertner.de

GET IN TOUCH WITH US: + 49 - 7142 - 789 400 │ info@auktionen-gaertner.de

In philately you can discover 
something new every day ...

Our Auctions –
YOUR CHANCE!                  

55th AUCTION
20 - 24 FEBRUARY 2023
Philately, Banknotes & Coins

56th AUCTION
12 - 26 JUNE 2023
Philately, Banknotes & Coins

57th AUCTION
16 - 20 OCTOBER 2023
Philately, Banknotes & Coins

Closing date for consignments:
Single lots 8 weeks and 
collection lots 7 weeks 
before auction

• Discreet and high-quality advice 
•		 Free Valuation
•		 Fast and reliable handling
•  Consignments & Outright Purchase
•		Excellent consignment conditions, free of 
 any additional costs (‘flat fee all-inclusive’)
•		Send us your material free of charge as 
 a parcel with DHL or Fedex
•		Very strong international client network   
  (over 179,000 potential clients all over the world)
•		International auctions 3 times a year
•		Reasonable commissions for the Brokerage 
  of consignments

Direct sale for cash or 
consignment to our auctions. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS!

follow us

www.auctions-gaertner.de │ www.cg-collectors-world.com
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American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Contacts

AAPE Mentoring Services
The American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors offers exhibit mentoring ser-

vices under the leadership of Bill Schultz, an AAPE director and accredited chief 
judge. This service is free of charge to members and is especially helpful for those 
who have never exhibited. Mentoring services are ideal for those newer exhibitors 
not yet ready for the Association’s critique service. 

With Bill’s guidance, participants explore their expectations for exhibiting and 
discuss the directions they are considering. The service can also be used to ask exhib-
iting questions. Program participants are occasionally placed in contact with other 
experienced, successful exhibitors who can offer specific exhibit assistance. The men-
toring service is not designed to replace the valuable critique or title page/synopsis 
services already being offered by the AAPE. For more information, please con-
tact Bill Schultz at bill@patriciaschultz.com.

Administration

Director of AAPE Open
Forum Meetings
Mark Schwartz

) mark.schwartz1@verizon.net
2020 Walnut Street, #32C

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Membership Inquiries &
Address Changes
Vesma Grinfelds

) vesmag@gmail.com
3800 21st Street

San Francisco, CA 94114

One Frame Team 
Competition Chairman  

Sandeep Jaswal
) sj722@aol.com

Press Releases 
& Publicity 

Dawn Hamman
) dawnthephilatelist@gmail.com 

21042 Anclote Court
Venice FL 34293 

Webmaster
Larry Fillion

) webmaster@aape.org
130 Arlington Street

Acton, MA 01720

Awards

AAPE Awards Coordinator
Joan Harmer

) joan@harrmersinternational.com

1325 Echo Hill Path
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Awards Director/Canada 
Shirley Griff

) shirley@griffrealestate.com
25 South St. South

Port Robinson, ON L0S 1K0 
Canada 

Diamond and Ruby Awards
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PO Box 690042
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Nobody  
does it  
better.  
Heritage—Over 75 years of 
experience in expertizing stamps and 
covers from the greatest collections 
ever formed. 
Expertise—An outstanding staff of 
in-house experts and consultants 
with lifetimes of experience backed 
by a 250-volume reference collection 
and the latest in high technology 
equipment. 
Authority—Recognition as a leader 
that comes from a time-honored 
history of knowledge and expertise.  
Certificates—With over 580,000 
certificates issued to date, a  
PF Certificate is recognized as the 
most authoritative and reliable 
opinion in all of U.S. philately.  
Add value to your collection— 
with a PF certificate.

Scott 11 graded 100-J. PF certificates 521651, 176262

Scott 233 graded 98-J. PF certificate 431008

Scott 17 graded 100-J. PF certificate 535539

The Philatelic Foundation 
We’ve moved! Please note our new address:  
353 Lexington Avenue, Suite 804   New York, NY 10016 
tel.  212-221-6555 
PhilatelicFoundation.org       PFsearch.org
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The Guard Has Changed...
The guard has changed after four years under Mike Ley’s capable lead-

ership. This is my chance to publicly thank Mike, Kathy Johnson, Pat 
Walker, and Bob Zeigler for their years of service. Kathy and Mike will 
continue on our board as director and immediate past president, respec-
tively, so their counsel will be available to us for a while longer. My first 
goal is to do at least as well as Mike has. 

Looking forward, we face some challenges as 
exhibitors. Will World Series of Philately shows 
continue? Will they continue in their current 
format? If there are changes, what will they be? 
Since we are both leaders and followers in the 
world of philatelic exhibiting, how can we influ-
ence the changes? Can we agree amongst our-
selves on the proposed changes?

I have attended two shows this year, South-
eastern Stamp Expo and my home show, the 
Garfield Perry March Party. Both shows were 
successful using the traditional WSP format. 
There were enough dealers to support the shows 
financially; there were enough buyers so that 

the dealers generally made enough money to earn a profit. Neither show 
needed to appeal for exhibits. This is a good sign of how our hobby is re-
turning after the difficulties of the past several years.

Nonetheless, there is an undercurrent of change. The dealers I talked 
to at both shows (and several at 2022 shows) mentioned that the current 
crop of show attendees was generally looking for inexpensive bargains. 
None of the dealers offered an explanation, although one can probably 
come up with several factors: reduced disposable income, lower prices on 
the internet, attempts to benefit from apparent reduced demand and more.

A change more important to exhibitors is virtual exhibiting. Amongst 
philatelic leaders on CANEJ (of which I am a member) and our board, 
there is a sense that stamp shows are important. Virtual exhibiting con-
verts a stamp show into a bourse. Is this a good future for philately? 

My answer is that any activity’s social and learning aspects are very im-
portant. We stand to lose quite a bit without exhibits to draw attention to 
our shows and hobby. Whereas we formerly could walk into a retail stamp 
store in, say, the top 100 American cities and learn a great deal about phi-
lately, those places of learning are all but gone. Talking with fellow collec-
tors and dealers at stamp shows (and clubs) is the current replacement for 
that face-to-face experience.

From Your President by Ken Nilsestuen

A view of the bourse 
at the Garfield Perry 
March Party. 
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80 million collectibles!

With more than 1.2 million members, Delcampe has been the 
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That isn’t to say that stamp shows are the only place to learn. Prior to 
COVID causing us to stay at home for a while, there were already learning 
opportunities on the internet. These exploded with the advent of Google 
Meet, Zoom and other platforms where we could gather online to hear 
informative speakers and engage in a dialogue about collecting.

We also watched shows try virtual exhibiting to make things feel like 
they were the same as an in-person show. I judged two virtual shows and 
found the experience interesting. However, it didn’t feel like a show. It was 
more like a pure critique, although nowhere near as detailed as our AAPE 
critique service. The feedback forums were pretty normal since the video 
meeting worked much like an in-person forum. However, there was no 
at-the-frames discussion where the exhibitor and judge could engage in a 
deeper conversation.

Without dwelling on the details of virtual and live exhibiting, there is 
a question that I have been unable to answer for myself, let alone for oth-
ers. If our hobby decides that virtual exhibiting is a replacement for our 
current model, what is my motivation for putting all that effort into an 
exhibit? Fewer people will know that I exhibited, earned awards, improved 
my exhibit, and so on. The value of that virtual exhibit will be even more 
transitory than our current model.

It seems to me that I would be better served, as would the hobby, if I 
would spend that time and effort writing articles in which I can analyze 
my collection more thoroughly. Those following me could read deeper 
analyses of my collection, whether stamps or postal history. When I think 
about the publications that now offer short articles on “my favorite cover” 
or similar title, each one is several hundred words. Compare that to the 
15 to 50 words we use in an exhibit, and you can see why I question the 
importance of virtual exhibits.

These thoughts should be enough things to consider for this quarter. 
I am glad our hobby is strong and changing. Thanks for your support as 
our new president. )

m nilsestuen@sbcglobal.net

AAPE Critique Services
The American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors offers an exhibit cri-

tique service under the leadership of Jay Stotts, an AAPE director and ac-
credited chief judge. This service is free of charge to members, but fees are 
required to cover the cost of mailing and returning exhibit materials. 

The AAPE Exhibitors’ Critique Service enables members to submit 
exhibits (one exhibit per application form, maximum of 160 pages) to 
be reviewed in writing by an exhibit judge qualified in your subject area, 
specialty or topic. The judge will review your materials and make specif-
ic comments on the copies that you provide. Additionally, the critiquing 
judge will return an evaluation form addressing six specific aspects of your 
exhibit, including specific suggestions for improvement.

The detailed process and application form for the critique program can 
be found online at: www.aape.org/critique_service.asp. For specific questions, 
contact Jay Stotts at stottsjd@swbell.net.
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Civil War Philatelic Society
Larry Baum, Membership Chair

316 West Calhoun Street
Sumter, SC 29150

brochure@civilwarphilatelicsociety.org

www.CivilWarPhilatelicSociety.org

E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 3 5   •   R e s e a r c h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &  F e l l o w s h i p

Membership in the Civil War Philatelic Society serves an 
important role in collecting, preserving, and sharing the history 
of our nation. Our ongoing purpose is to further the study of the 
stamps and postal history of the Civil War and we need you. For 
over 85 years, we have worked together as collectors and students 
dedicated to preserving the philatelic history of a crucial time in 
our nation,s history, without the bias of politics or sectionalism. 
We hope you,ll join us in this important work.

Write, email, or visit us online for a packet of information 
describing the work and the benefits of membership in the Civil 
War Philatelic Society. You can also join easily and securely online 
at www.civilwarphilatelicsociety.org. 

Your Special Invitation to
join the fascinating world 
of Civil War philately
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The Size and Cost of Exhibits

Although the subject of size and cost of ex-
hibits has been the source of previous discus-
sions, I would like to express my continuing 
concern about the topic. 

I am in the middle of finalizing a sin-
gle-frame, aerophilatelic display exhibit, which 
is of importance both historically and philatel-
ically. It incorporates a number of stamp issues 
and a number of covers. My problem is trying 
to determine how big to make the exhibit. As a 
single frame, there is no doubt in my mind that 
knowledgeable judges will be quick to point out 
that it could be a three- or four-frame exhibit 
because of the quantity of mainly rare and scarce 
covers that I have omitted. The problem is that 
the omitted covers cost anywhere from $2,000 
to $8,000 each, and some even higher. To en-
large the exhibit to say even a two-frame (for 
some reason this is a death zone) would require 
at least half of it to include these scarce covers. 
That would mean eight pages of two covers 
per page on average. Taking an average cost 
per cover of at minimum $2,000, that would be 
16 covers for a total of over $30,000. Consid-
ering that this particular aerophilatelic subject 
is extremely popular with collectors, that means 

that such covers only come on the market infre-
quently, and bidding is extremely competitive. I 
have concluded that there are two main prob-
lems. First, is it really worth putting out that 
much money in order to gain perhaps a slightly 
higher award? Indeed, can it even be done with-
in my remaining life? Would it ever have the 
potential for a gold award? Second, how do I 
educate judges about this? Is an explanation in 
the synopsis enough? I should point out that I 
have done the best I can to incorporate a num-
ber of rare and scarce covers already in the sin-
gle frame. I wonder if they will be recognized 
as enough.

Comments by more experienced exhibitors 
than I would be welcome.

Doug Matthews
Port Moody, BC, Canada

Several Years of TPE Available

AAPE Member Richard Bennink writes that 
he has issues of the first twelve years of The 
Philatelic Exhibitor which he would be willing to 
ship to anyone willing to pay the postage. He 
notes that there are a couple of issues missing. 
Anyone interested in these journals may email 
Richard at rlbennink@hotmail.com.

Letters to the Editor

www.NUIHC.com has given access to their Wednesday evening 
youth program (Project Upstream) to share the enjoyment and 
educational benefi ts of stamp collecting. As part of regular pro-
gramming activity, I want to start off  with these students (mostly 
middle school but also some high school) something on the order 
of a stamp treasure hunt.  The reason for inaugurating the project 
request with our AAPE membership is that the ultimate focus is to 
grow the student interest in exhibiting, appealing to our students 
educational/competitive promptings. Consider sharing any excess 
Indigenous related stamps/covers, tongs, magnifying glasses, etc:
Edgar Hicks, c/o NUIHC, 2226 “N” Street, Omaha, NE 68107

Nebraska Urban Indian Health Coalition
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ATA Learning Resources
presents

The 2023 
Philatelic Pro
Online Learning Series

Purchase online at:
www.AmericanTopical.org/ATA-Online-Classes

SAY IT WITH 
POWERPOINT:

How to Present 
Your Stamps like 

a Pro

EXHIBITING 
PICTURE 

POSTCARDS
Telling Your Story 

with Postcards

THEMATIC 
EXHIBITING:

Connecting 
Through 

Creativity

For Information & Registration:
www.AmericanTopical.org/events

Distinguished Thematic exhibitor

Damian Läge

Understanding Multiple Frankings to
Improve Your Collection and Exhibit
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Hering, Hotchner claim top honors
at 133rd Garfield-Perry March Party

James Hering received the 
Grand Award for his multi-frame 
exhibit The Two Cent Hardings at 
the 133rd Garfield-Perry Stamp 
Club March Party.

In the single-frame catego-
ry, John Hotchner claimed the 
Grand Award for his exhibit The 
Mid-19th Century Start of Perforat-
ing in Great Britain and the United 
States.

Hering’s exhibit will return to 
Cleveland later this year as part of 
the annual Champion of Champi-
ons competition during the Great 
American Stamp Show 2023, set 
for August 10-13.

The exhibit also received the 
Garfield-Perry Award for the best 
US Exhibit and the American 
First Day Cover Society Award.

Hotchner will be invited to en-
ter his exhibit into the American 
Association of Philatelic Exhibi-
tors’ annual single-frame Cham-
pion of Champions competition 
during CHICAGOPEX 2023, set 
for November 17-29.

Emory Toops received the Re-
serve Grand Award for his multi-
frame exhibit The Development and 
Use of the Provisional Issues of South 
Vietnam. His exhibit also received 
the APS Medal of Excellence for 
1940-1980, the American Associ-

ation of Philatelic Exhibitors Award of Excellence – Treatment, and the 
Dale Pulver Award for the Best Foreign exhibit. ) 

Society NewsAAPE

James Hering earned the multi-frame Grand Award at the Garfield-Perry 
March Party.

John Hotchner was the single-frame Grand Award winner at the 
Garfield-Perry March Party.
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www.kelleherauctions.com

America’s Oldest Philatelic Auction House • Established 1885
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions
Email: info@kelleherauctions.com  

22 Shelter Rock Lane • Unit 53 • Danbury, CT 06810 
Phone: 203.830.2500 • Toll Free 800-212-2830

Kelleher’s World Renowned Public Auctions Since 1885    •   Online Auctions    •    Many Personalized Services

Among All Auction Houses... 
Why is Kelleher’s The Collectors Choice?

1st
Choice!

David Coogle 
Co-Chairman

Laurence Gibson 
Co-Chairman

At Kelleher’s You’ll Enjoy Selling as Much 
as You Enjoyed Buying Your Collection

It can be 
FREE!
Email 
us now, 
we’ll tell
you how!

Experience the Experts 
at Kelleher Auctions

Our Co-Chairmen are continually
available to talk personally with you.

How do you in fact get the best price? By knowing the value of your collection before 
selling it. Let one of our renowned owner professionals review your collection and 

honestly—  without pressure—discuss the market value and how you can best achieve that. We 
work towards a common goal of getting you the most for your collection. 

“I would like to tell you how happy I 
was with the buyer from your main office.  
He came to my home and spent a  
considerable amount of time going 
through my stamp collection.

“Not only did he buy it for a more than 
fair price, but it was double that some 
other buyers previously offered me.

“Thanks for a pleasant experience. I 
would recommend your fine Company 
to anyone who is thinking of selling or 
consigning their collection.”
  Steven Gray
  New York

“In closing, I’d like to thank you, 

and your staff at Kelleher Auctions, 

for your professionalism and success 

in handling my father’s collection. It 

was a very difficult thing to do to give 

up the collection after so many years. 

But your organization has handled 

the process beautifully. Thank you so 

much, again!” 
Stephen E. Backhus

 
Nevada

“Wishing you and yours, David, a 

meaningful and delightful Easter holiday. 

My sincere thanks for your handling of my 

stamp consignment as well as providing 

expert and trusted support for my estate 

needs. Your customer service rating (on a 

scale of 10) is a 15! I have never been so 

well served by a philatelic professional!  

(keep up the GREAT work on the maga-

zine, and please tell Maureen how much I 

appreciated her kind and helpful courtesy 

when we spoke on the phone).”

 

With warmest regards, 

 

Gene Luttrell

Selling will be a very rewarding experience
...especially when you come here.
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Mail AAPE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION TO: 

Elizabeth Hisey, AAPE Secretary 
7227 Sparta Road 

SEBRING, FL 33872 USA 

Enclosed are my dues of $20.00* (US and Canada) or $25.00 (all foreign mailing addresses) and 
application for my membership in the AAPE, which includes $17.00 annual subscription to The Philatelic 
Exhibitor. Paypal is available for an additional $1.00. Either use the electronic application or indicate on 
this form and I will contact you. Foreign airmail is an additional charge, please inquire if interested. Please 
make checks payable to AAPE, Inc. 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________________ STATE:_______________ ZIP: ___________ 

 COUNTRY: _________________________________ 

eMAIL: ______________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ____________________________________ 

PAYPAL: Yes: ______ No: _______ PHILATELIC MEMBERSHIPS: APS ________________  

OTHER:__________________________________________________________ 

BUSINESS AND OR PERSONAL REFERENCES (NOT REQUIRED IF APS MEMBER): 

SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ DATE: ____________________ 

* Premium membership levels are also available – All amounts over the annual dues are a tax free 
donation. Members at these premium levels (Contributing, Sustaining, Patron) will be listed on the 
website and in TPE (if so desired). Thank you for supporting AAPE.   

Contributing Membership $30 per year 
Sustaining Membership $50 per year 
Patron Membership $100 per year 

Multiple year memberships are available; at all levels. Up to 4 additional years may be paid in 
advance Paypal convenience fee ($1) applies only once at the basic level of $20.00 per year (US 
and Canada) or $25 per year (all other foreign addresses).  

*Youth Membership (age 18 and under) $10 annually includes a subscription to TPE. 
* Spouse Membership $10 annually —TPE not included. 

Join Us!
The American 
Association of 

Philatelic Exhibitors 
encourages every philatelist—no matter 

where you live, no matter your experience 
as a collector and/or exhibitor—to join our 

wonderful organization. The exhibiting 
world of the most exciting segment of the 
stamp hobby—and the AAPE has been at 

the heart of this world since 1986.

Joining Is Easy!
Simply fill out, then tear out or photocopy, 
the application at right and send it today 

with your check to Ken Nilsestuen
1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921 

Need More Information?
Visit our website at:

www.aape.org
and find out about the wide range

of events and activities conducted by the 
AAPE. We’d love to have you involved, 
though it’s never necessaary to enjoy our 

many benefits. 

Meet Fellow Members
at every stamp show in America. 

Most stamp shows feature special AAPE 
seminars where you can meet other 

members and find out more about us.

Director of Exhibitors 
Critique Service

Jay Stotts • stopttsjd@swbell.net
PO Box 690042

Houston, TX 77269-0042
 

AAPE Youth Championship Director
Vesma Grinfelds

3800 21st St.
San Francisco, CA 94114

  vesmag@gmail.com

One Frame Team 
Competition 
Chairman  

Sandeep Jaswal
Email: sj722@aol.com

Critique Service For Title
And Synopsis Pages

Jim Hering 
rosehering@roadrunner.com

Mentor Center Manager
Bill Schultz

235 Chatham Way
West Chester, PA 19380
bill@patriciaschultz.com

Diamond and Ruby Awards
Ron Lesher

P.O. Box 1663 
Eastern, MD 21601

revenuer@atlanticbb.net

Press Releases/Publicity 
Dawn Hamman

 21042 Anclote Ct
Venice FL 34293

dawnthephilatelist@gmail.com 

Educational Seminars Coordinator
The AAPE is looking

for a new coordinatgor for
this important service. If you

are interested, contact
Mike Ley, President

at giscougar@aol.com

• Working For You • 
Contact these fine people for answers, information, and help:

Director of AAPE Open
Forum Meetings
Mark Schwartz

2020 Walnut Street, #32C
Philadelphia, PA 19103

mark.schwartz1@verizon.net

Webmaster
Larry Fillion

18 Arlington Street
Acton, MA 01720

webmaster@aape.org  

AAPE Awards 
Coordinator:
Joan Harmer

1325 Echo Hill Path
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

joan@harrmersinternational.com

Awards Director/Canada 
Shirley Griff, 25 South St. South, Port Robin-

son, ON L0S 1K0 Canada 
shirley@griffrealestate.com

*Premium membership levels are also available—All amounts over the annual dues 
are a tax free donation. Members at these premium levels (Contributing, Sustaining, Pa-
tron) will be listed on the website and in TPE (if so desired). Thank you for supporting 
AAPE. Contributing Membership: $45 per year. Sustaining Membership: $60 per year. 
Patron Membership: $100 per year. (All preceding for U.S. & Canada members.)

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Those under 65 will pay $500, under 70 - $400, under 75 - 
$300, and 75+ - $200. (Foreign life members $100 more at each step.)

Multiple memberships are available at all levels. Up to 4 additional years may be 
paid in advance. PayPal Convenience Fee ($1) applies only once at the basic level of 
$25.00 per year (US & Canada) or $35 per year (all other foreign addresses).

* Youth Membership (age 18 and under) $10 annually; includes TPE.
* Spouse Membership: $12.50 annually—TPE not included.

Enclosed are my dues of $25.00* (US & Canada) or $35.00 (all foreign mailing addresses) and

Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary
1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921
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AAPE Treasurer Institutes 1st Annual 
Renewal Envelope Competition

One of the most challenging objectives for philatelic organizations, es-
pecially those individuals who have committed to leadership responsibil-
ities in the organizations, is membership retention and the collection of 
membership dues. AAPE Treasurer, Steve McGill has developed an inno-
vative way to encourage members to return their dues promptly. Late in 
2022, Steve invented the AAPE Annual Renewal Envelope Competition. 
Read on to discover this fun philatelic approach to a challenging respon-
sibility. Let’s hope for a reprisal for 2023 and maybe a set of published 
guidelines.  

The First Annual Renewal Envelope Competition
by Steve McGill, AAPE Treasurer

Hello to all of the “First Tranche Renewers,” that is, those of you who 
have sent in your renewal dues before the end of the year.

I have received posted renewals with an extensive range of franking 
this year, and thanks to all of you for using stamps ranging from the 1940s 
through the most current releases. Some of you have produced envelopes 
that are particularly attractive, so I am introducing the first Renewal En-
velope Competition. The rules are:

• Renew before the end of the year

• Be creative with postage

I have arbitrarily chosen the following classes and recognition awards 
(i.e., no cash, trophies, certificates, free lunches, etc.) for this first batch of 
renewals. Note that the jury (me) has deliberated with utmost care and was 
accompanied by a single-malt scotch to arrive at the winners.

Grand Award – chosen for maximum variety and attractiveness

The Philatelic Exhibitor - Q2 2023.indb   12The Philatelic Exhibitor - Q2 2023.indb   12 4/21/23   7:35 AM4/21/23   7:35 AM
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Reserve Grand – chosen for best use of available space – front & back.

Best Cachet – “Collect Stamps” – Hear, Hear!
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Best Aerophilately – 
chosen because of the use of 
an airmail plate block.

Best Cancellation – 
nothing like a good hand 
stamp at the counter.

Best Topical – looking 
for Spring to arrive sooner 
than later, so birds on flow-
ering trees wins. It is -22°F 
here in Colorado as I write 
this.

And finally,

Best Philatelic Content 
– A plate number coil stamp 
with an arrow pointing to the 
number.

There were many great 
runners-up, and I want to 
thank everyone who has sent 
in their renewals either post-
ed or through PayPal. Your 
participation in the AAPE 
is very much appreciated, 
and I look forward to seeing 
many of you while exhibiting 
at 2023 stamp shows. The 
stamped envelopes have cer-
tainly brightened up my hol-
idays.  )
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AAPEs of the Month
by John M. Hotchner and Mike Ley

In recognition of their contributions to the success of the AAPE, 
The Philatelic Exhibitor, and philatelic exhibiting, thanks and a round of 
applause to the following people:

January, 2023: Our members who have stepped forward 
to participate in the great post-COVID re-awakening of 
in-person exhibitions, by volunteering to run or staff show 
committees, exhibit, attend, buy from the dealers, or participate 
in specialty society events. Kudos also to those brave souls who 
are experimenting with virtual exhibiting. Those waters are 
largely uncharted, but change is being forced on us, and we are 
responding; but from a firm base. Thanks to all!

February, 2023: Darrell Ertzberger, who has succeeded Liz 
Hisey as Chair of CANEJ, and has waded into a wide range of 
issues with the object of managing them before they overwhelm 
us.  

March, 2023: Martin Kent Miller, 
for his editorial skills that brought The 
Philatelic Exhibitor a Large Gold medal 

in the CHICAGOPEX ’22 
Literature Competition. 

And let us not forget the 
AAPE member authors 
who provided, and 
continue to provide, 

the excellent content for 
our magazine.    )

AAPEs
o f  t h e  M O N T H
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Eric Jackson is the “Gold Standard in Revenues” with more than 47,000 
items in stock — specializing in revenue stamps of the United States and 
Possessions, Match and Medicine Stamps, Revenue Stamped Paper, Taxpaids, 
State Revenues, Canada Revenues, AMG Revenues, U.S. and Canada 
Telegraph Stamps, U.S. Local Post Stamps, and much more. We also maintain 
an inventory of philatelic literature pertaining to revenue stamps of the world. 
Wherever you are — online, at a show, or near a phone, finding and buying 
what you need is simple and quick with Eric Jackson. 

The Gold Standard in

Huge Online Catalogue
Our Own Internet Auctions, plus...eBay Auctions!

ERIC JACKSON
the hobby’s premier dealer 

of revenue stamps since 1975

P.O. Box 728 • Leesport PA 19533-0728 
Phone: 610-926-6200 • Fax: 610-926-0120 

E-mail: eric@revenuer.com • Online: www.ericjackson.com

Visit us online at www.ericjackson.com

Buying & Selling
Established 1914

Eric Jackson for Philatelic Exporter.indd   1 9/16/2016   4:02:40 PM

Phone: (847) 910-6048
Email: jim@jameslee.com

www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876  

JamesLee.com
Drop us an email 

message and let us send you 
our BI-WEEKLY EMAIL
NEWSLETTER full of lots 

of special items at
great prices.

Our	Unique	Newsletter
We’ll soon publish the 

98th edition of our full-color 
quarterly newsletter. All 
of our customers receive 

it free. Everyone can 
always freely view the

latest issue on 
our website!

It always features very 
special offers from our vast 
inventory of U.S. essays, 
proofs and a large array of 
postal history.

Welcome to our New Advertising 
Manager: Mr. Rick Gibson
 —for The Philatelic Exhibitor

Bill Di Paolo has served as our ad manager for the past 
four years and we offer him our profound thanks for a 
very efficient and caring record in this position. I want to 
thank him for his tireless efforts on behalf of our association. 
Rick Gibson, his replacement will do the following:  

1. Secure ads for the publications from firms in the philatelic 
community. Rick is an AAPE board member and a very ca-
pable manager. 

2. Answer requests for advertising information.
3. Maintain records of advertising commitments (i.e. annual 

contracts, single insertions).
4. Contact advertisers as needed for new ads.
5. Invoice for all ads and inform the Treasurer.
6. Review pre-publication proof to be certain all ads are 

included and current.
As you can see, this is one of the most important tasks an 

AAPE volunteer has to ful fill. Welcome, Rick!!

James E. Lee’s Philately • Whole No. 97 • 1

Philately
$5 • Free To ClientsJames E. Lee's

Philately

Phone: (847) 910-6048
Email: jim@jameslee.com
www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876

Special Summer Edition

Volume XXIII No. 2
Summer 2021
Whole No. 98

67+68 – Cover used to Paris, France
5c Buff and 10c Green tied to small full cover 
with large Boston “PAID” cancels. Red “Boston 
Paid 12” CDS, boxed “PD”, and French “1 Oct 
‘61” receiving marks on front. Black “Paris Oct 1” 
receiving mark on the back. A beautiful use of the 
15-cent rate. The shade of the 5c Buff is stunning! 
Ex-Big Sky (PH98-02) $475.00

14 – Cover used from San Francisco
10c green tied by CDS. “From Noisy /Carrier’s 
Mail 17 Long Wharf S.F. Cal.” Handstamp at 
lower left. Noisy Carrier was a small emporium run 
by Charles Kimball on the San Francisco wharf. 
Reduced ¼ “ at right. PF certificate mentions: tone 

11-E8c - Draper, Welsh & Co. 
3c Scarlet die essay pulled on ivory glazed paper, 64x77mm, 

full size, XF. This is the only full-size example I have en-
countered. (EP98-01) $750.00

spot at left, tiny scrape be-
low right “X” and a small 
tear at bottom right. The 
faults are not apparent, 
and it exhibits very nice 
eye appeal! Ex-Big Sky 
(PH98-01) $600.00
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perhaps too good, when he applied for a 
position in Dallas as State Manager of Texas 
for the Mystic Workers of the World, another 
insurance society. 

When he applied for the job he was 
described as polished, intelligent, capable, 
modest and, “presented enough recommen-
dations	and	certificates	of	character	to	run	a	
pulp factory for six months”. It was reported 
that he did a good business for the Mystics, 
establishing several excellent lodges that 
brought in many new members (a more ac-
ceptable term for those cash paying clients).  
A devilish parasite named greed sometimes 
infests the road to prosperity and this bug 
caused Brock’s big mistake. The Equitable 
Fraternal Union, another fraternal insurance 
society,	offered	to	
pay him a commis-
sion of $6.00 for 
every new member 
he recruited. 

He presented a 
list	with	200	names	
and received the 
$1,200	fee	before	190	
of those new mem-
bers suddenly re-
signed.  An investi-
gation followed that 
found they were 
fictitious	names	and	
he was indicted by a federal grand jury for 
using	the	mails	to	defraud.	Although	$1,200	
does not sound like an impressive amount 
today, it could have bought three brand 

Brock Optical: J. D. Brock had three companies 
that at one time employed over 120 workers operating 
from the same building on McGee Street. The Specialty 
Optical Company manufactured and imported optical 
supplies, while Superior Optical and Kansas City Opti-
cal sold less expensive products. Notice Brock’s Waco 
taperwing biplane circling over the K.C. skyline on the 
corner card promoting his aerial lenses.

White House Visit 
October 13, 1931 (Below)
President Hoover was very interested in airport conditions 
around the country and they had a pleasant 30-minute 
chat during which Dr. Brock was commissioned a Major 
in the Specialist Reserve Section of the Air Corps by 
Secretary of War Patrick Hurley. Cachet sponsored by 
Merchants and Manufactures Association. All covers 
postmarked Washington, D.C.
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Boston 2026 Update and Garfield Perry 
March Party Recap  

Boston 2026 – May 23-30, 2026
With over three years to go before America’s next international opens 

its doors, progress on several fronts is ahead of schedule according to the 
Boston 2026 Leadership Team.

One month into the formal booth selection process sale of dealer booths 
have been stronger than expected according to Mark Butterline, show ex-
ecutive director, “All 10 ft x 30 ft booths are now sold out, with several oth-
er popular sizes expected to sell out soon.” USA/Canada Bourse Manager 
Mark Reasoner encourages prospective dealers to reach out to him as soon 
as possible to avoid disappointment in getting the right size booth for their 
business. Dealers from other parts of the world may contact International 
Bourse Manager Sandeep Jaiswal to facilitate their arrangements.

“Philatelic organizations and individuals have been generous in their 
support of Boston 2026,” says Yamil Kouri, show president. “Our efforts in 
quietly seeking financial support from a variety of sources are paying off 
thanks to the behind-the-scenes assistance of many Boston 2026 support-
ers.” Information on making donations can be found on the Donor page of 
the show’s web site at www.Boston2026.org.

Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions of San Francisco has become the 
first auction house to confirm their staging of live auctions at Boston 2026.  
Each of the show’s eight days offers auction firms the opportunity to host 
an exclusive live auction. Schuyler Rumsey has chosen Tuesday, May 26 
and Wednesday, May 27, 2026 for their events. 

Boston 2026 World Expo takes place May 
23-30, 2026. Full show details may be found 
at www.Boston2026.org and on Twitter and 
Facebook.

Garfield Perry March Party Recap
Show attendance paralleled that of the 

2022 March Party. Collectors lined up as 
much as an hour before the show opened on 
March 17, with steady attendance through-
out, including Sunday.

The show featured 23 multi-frame and 11 
single-frame exhibits that filled 170 frames. 
Of the exhibits, 10 received large gold awards; 

Show NewsAAPE

John Hotchner and Jean Wang discuss their exhibits.
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there were nine gold awards, four large ver-
meil awards, three vermeil awards, and two 
large silver awards.

The show jury included Elizabeth Hisey, 
chief judge, Guy Purington, Mark Schwartz, 
Stepen Suffet, Ken Trettin and Gregg Red-
ner, apprentice.

The March Party also hosted the annual 
meeting of the Ohio Postal History Society 
and several presentations by members during 
its three-day run.

At the awards dinner Saturday night, 
several club members debuted the “Gar-
field-Perry Players,” with a humorous skit 
about collecting and the actions of collectors to justify their purchases to 
spouses. The performance took the place of a formal speaker. It was based 
on a news item on the annual exhibition and bourse of the Rubber City 
Stamp Club of Akron, Ohio, that appeared in The American Philatelist 
magazine in 1936.

The “actors” kept the skit a secret, going so far as to include the name 
of “Dr. Nancy Lincoln” as the dinner speaker addressing “The Psychology 
of Collecting” in the show program.

Showgoers at the booth of Double J Stamps.

 

 

63rd Annual Stamp Show 

WESTPEX 2023 
April 28 - 30, 2023 

 

San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel 
1800 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 

 

 A World Series of Philately  
       Exhibition with 3,000+ pages  
       in 250+ frames 
 

 A Bourse of 76 National  
       and International Dealers 
 

 Schuyler Rumsey  
       of San Francisco Auction 

 

Hosting 
 

 United States Philatelic  

 Classics Society             
 

 Scandinavian Collectors Club 
 

 Polonus Polish Philatelic Society 
 

 American Philatelic Society 
Town Hall Meeting 

Prospectus and Entry Forms  
Available from Ross Towle 

400 Clay Street, San Francisco, CA 94117 and on the web at 

www.westpex.org 
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This year’s March Party served as a prelude to the Great American 
Stamp Show, for which the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club serves as the lo-
cal coordinating committee. GASS is set for the Huntington Convention 
Center, 300 Lakeside Ave., in downtown Cleveland. Information is online 
at https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show.

March Party 2024 is scheduled for March 15-17.

More information about the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club is on the 
club’s website at www.garfieldperry.org and on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/GarfieldPerryStampClub/.

Cuy-LorPex 2023 – October 28 - 29, 2023
Cuy-LorPex 2023, the 64th philatelic show and bourse sponsored by 

the Cuy-Lor Stamp Club, will take place October 28 & 29 at the Rocky 
River Civic Center’s Memorial Hall, 21016 Hilliard Boulevard, Rocky 

River, Ohio.

Memorial Hall has been the loca-
tion for the show since 2010 and is a 
modern facility with:

• grade level access and no stairs

• large amounts of free parking

• good lighting

• no admission charge

Cuy-LorPex 2023 will include 32 
frames of exhibits, 14 dealers with US 
and foreign stamps and covers, a US 
Postal Service substation, and a “New 
Collectors” area for young and old 
alike.

Special show postmarks will be available both show days on souvenir 
covers. The five show souvenir envelopes each have a USPS Classic Rail-
road Station stamp and a cachet showing a streamlined passenger train 
leaving the Cleveland Terminal Station. The cost is $3 for each souvenir 
cover; if ordering, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

For more information, please contact Stan Fairchild, Show Publicity 
Chair at (440) 333-2536. The club can be reached via mail to Cuy-Lor 
Stamp Club, P.O. Box 161064, Rocky River, Ohio 44116, or email to 
cuylorclub59@gmail.com.

The Cuy-Lor club is a chapter of the American Philatelic Society and 
draws members primarily from western Cuyahoga, eastern Lorain, and 
northern Medina counties.

Show Announcements
Show announcements and information are published on a space 

available basis. Information, press releases and relevant images should be 
emailed to exhibitor@philatelicpress.com. Information should be sent at least 
four months prior to the event.  )

The Rocky River Civic 
Center will be home 
to Cuy-LorPex 2023 in 
October.
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The recent establishment of philatelic literature exhibitions limited expressly to individ-
ual articles has allowed more authors to enter and achieve medals at literature competitions. 
In-person judges’ feedback sessions for literature in open competitions (where all categories 
of literature compete in the same show) have often been sparsely attended, according to judge 
Bill Di Paolo, leading to missed opportunities for writers to learn how their work is evaluated. 

Since 2020, SESCAL has sponsored an articles-only virtual literature competition each 
year. In October 2022, SESCAL provided the first virtual feedback session for philatelic liter-
ature at any WSP show. Did the authors of individual articles show up? Amazingly, the writers 
of 19 of the 41 articles participated in the session! According to Webmaster Lois Evans, many 
participants (myself included) sent messages of appreciation for this new format. 

At present, both SESCAL and Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition hold articles-only 
literature competitions, and GASS includes articles in its open literature competition. 
CHICAGOPEX formerly included articles, but as of 2022, it accepts only monographs of 
greater than 8,000 words. 

Since most authors of articles in our philatelic journals have not attended a feedback ses-
sion, I’ve summarized the key points brought out by the judges who studied the 19 articles 
discussed at SESCAL’s virtual session with some suggestions from my experiences entering 
philatelic competitions. 

1. Include a synopsis. Just as in a philatelic exhibit, this is your chance to tell 
the judges why you think this topic is worth writing about, how you structured the 

Inside the First WSP 

Virtual Feedback 

Session for Philatelic 

Literature

by Norman F. Jacobs
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Q A&
By Patricia Stilwell Walker
8403 Abingdon Court
University Park, FL 34201
Email: psw789@comcast.net
.

This issue’s question came to me 
courtesy of Kathy Johnson who 
had received it originally from Mi-

chael Dixon. Michael, like many of us with 
time on our hands due to the COVID-19 
pandemic had gone looking for a project 
and landed on a group of satirical post 
cards from the Second Boer War. 

Michael sent the following request for 
advice	to	Kathy,	Seiju	Laakso,	and	Liz	
Hisey as his “consultants” for exhibiting 
postcards. [All have agreed that it’s OK to 
include their answers in this column].

Yes, the pest has returned with yet 
another request for advice on exhibiting 
PPCs. This time I about translations. 

I believe I made it known after catching 
the deltiology bug with my assembly of 
Keston Village (UK) postcards that I had 
been	bitten	by	the	proverbial	postcard	
bug!!	Over	the	Covidzilla	isolation	period	I	
started to accumulate Second Boer War sa-
tirical/propaganda cards. The vast major-
ity of these (which are mostly anti-British) 
were published in Germany, France and 
Holland.	I	attach	examples	from	each	
country to help clarify my question. 

For many of the cards the propaganda 
message is conveyed in the bold graphics 
and	needs	little	explanation.	A	caricature	
of Queen Victoria or President Kruger is 
obvious. But for many cards the political 
message is in the accompanying text.

For example the text on the German card 
[shown in Figure 1] translates as: A good 
pig will eat anything. But a good farmer 
[Boer] does not. The text on the pig’s body 
(Honi soit qui mal y pense) is, of course, 
the	motto	of	GB’s	prestigious	chivalry	
Order of the Garter (Evil to him, who 
evil thinks). The text on the French card 
[shown	as	Figure	2]	translates	as:	Reflec-
tions on a jaw. These teeth would be the 
pearls of the Kingdom. Third card [shown 
as Figure 3] is of Dutch origin and the text 
translates as: John Bull, now the cart is sold 
out of Bibles, we will give them Dum Dum 
bullets. I anticipate a good portion of the 
viewing public (and judges) will be able 
to cope with the French and German – but 

Figure 1: German card text translates as: A good pig will 
eat anything. But a good farmer [Boer] does not. The text 
on the pig’s body (Honi soit qui mal y pense) is, of course, 
the motto of GB’s prestigious chivalry Order of the Garter 
(Evil to him, who evil thinks). 
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Our AAPEs of the MONTH
     April, 2021: Bill Johnson, who is retiring after several years serv-
ing as our AAPE Awards Coordinator, and Joan Harmer, who has 
agreed to step into that role.  The job of Awards Coordinator is among 
our most time-consuming, yet extremely important tasks. Bill and Joan 

are examples of the high level of volunteerism we have in our great organization. 
      May, 2021: Scott English and the APS Team (and our AFDCS and ATA collabo-
rators), for the decision to go ahead with this year’s Great American Stamp Show. Let’s 
all help to make it a resounding success! 
      June, 2021: Andrew McFarlane, who has just published Creating the Philatelic 
Exhibit Synopsis – A Master Class, to present his ideas and rationale behind his award-
winning title and synopsis pages. It is available on Amazon. MacFarlane is the “master of 
the Synosis Page”—his book is a universal “must have” for all exhibitors.  

 ——  Advertising Rates  ——

THE BEST ADVERTISING BUY IN PHILATELY. Philatelists who ex-
hibit their collections competitively are the most vigorous, active purchasers of high-level 
stamps and postal history in the stamp hobby. The Philatelic Exhibitor, quarterly journal 
of the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, is avidly read by nearly 1,000 AAPE 
members in the United States and worldwide. For target marking to the highest demographic 
in philately, there is no more potent advertising venue.

The Philatelic Exhibitor is now pub-
lished in full color on every page. 
There is no premium additional 
charge to run your ad in color. 

NOTE: Contract rates apply to advertisers who place their ads for a mini-
mum of four consecutive quarterly issues of the magazine.

• FULL PAGE SPECIAL POSITIONS: Inside Front Cover Per insertion: 
$450. Contract Rate: $400, Inside Back Cover: $425/$390, Outside Back 
Cover: $425/$390.

• FULL PAGE AD: $310. Contract Rate: $275. Size: 5 1/2” Wide x 8 1/2” 
High.

• CENTERSPREAD FULL PAGES (across the center two pages): $600—
available only with a one-year contrtact.Size: 12 1/2” Wide x 8 1/2” High

• HALF PAGE AD: $165 Contract Rate: $150 Size: 5 1/2” Wide x 4 1/8” 
High

• ONE THIRD PAGE AD: $90. Contract Rate: $75. Size: 5 1/2” High x 2 
5/8” High

MARKETPLACE ADS:
Marketplace is a special section in The Philatelic Exhibitor where both 

collector members and dealers may purchase smaller size ads that are ap-
proximately one eighth of a page in size. (2 3/4” Wide x 2” High.) Per inser-
tion: $60. Contract Rate: $50.

AD SPECIFICATIONS: All ads should be submitted as PDF files or as im-
age files in the jpg format at a minimum of 300 dpi resolution. For more in-
formation, contact our Advertising Manager: Don David Price at ddprice98@
hotmail.com
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Or Call Don at: 941-355-3339.Rick Gibson at smokeynav@comcast.net, our ad manager.
He will be happy to discuss any aspect of your advertising in TPE.
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story, what new research and information you discovered, and 
its significance to other philatelists.

2. Does your title match the article you wrote? Several 
entries had very general titles, followed by articles that cov-
ered only a fraction of what seemed to be promised by the 
title. 

3. Remember that this is a competition for philatelic ar-
ticles. Personal memoirs or stories of how you collect may 
be interesting to your friends but less appropriate in an ex-
hibition. An article that provides some objective criteria and 
analysis for how to do something will fare better than one that 
only describes what you do. 

4. Take full advantage of the philatelic items you in-
clude. They should connect with the story and be integral to 
the development. Do you analyze rates and routes of covers? 
Do you include philatelic examples of all the topics you write 
about? Have you provided interesting philatelic examples that 
are not easily found? Have you discussed technical aspects of 
stamp production when appropriate? If your article refers to 
places, would a map help the reader visualize your subject?

5. An article containing a detailed nonphilatelic story, il-
lustrated by stamps and postmarks, will not do well in com-
petition if the illustrations do not form an integral part of the 
development of the story and if they serve only as pictures 
without philatelic analysis or discussion. Chief Judge Nancy 
Clark stated it well: “The story should not overwhelm the 
philately when you enter it into a philatelic literature com-
petition.” 

6. The article needs an introduction and a strong con-
clusion. In between, the sections of the article should fol-
low an understandable sequence without jumping around 
from one subject to another. Surprisingly, some of the entries 
lacked a bibliography, which would have been helpful to doc-
ument sources of information as well as point to further study 
opportunities. 

7. A surprising amount of the discussion revolved around 
technical aspects. This may be frustrating to authors, as 
their control of these features varies depending on the journal 
and the editor. The judges pointed out several articles with 
illustrations located far from the relevant text, including two 
articles from The American Philatelist. Some authors indicated 
they had no input into the layout and had not seen proofs 
prior to publication. Several articles needed internal headers, 
or the headers were in a small font, making it harder for the 
judges to see the story’s development. Articles that use a sin-
gle-column format with small type can be challenging to read. 
The judges recommended the use of two columns for full-size 
pages.
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8. From my experience, I would add several suggestions:

• First, read and study the APS Manual of Literature Judg-
ing and Exhibiting (August 2021). Like any sport or compe-
tition, you must understand the rules of the game and the 
scoring system. 

• Second, request that your journal’s editor provide proofs, 
including captions and layout, before the article is finalized. 
I am fortunate that Mark Maestrone, who edits the Journal of 
Sports Philately, for which I have written over 30 articles, in-
volves authors at each stage. Together we can improve the ar-
ticle, catch typos and ensure accurate and complete captions.

• Lastly, have a nonphilatelic friend read your article. My 
wife reads and proofs my articles before the editor sees them. 
With her English major background, she helps with organi-
zation, clarity, developing interest, and ending with a strong 
conclusion. 

I want to finish by thanking the 
SESCAL committee and judges for their 
innovative work this year, establishing a 
new standard for articles-only literature 
competitions. Webmaster Lois Evans 
and the judging team of Nancy Clark, 
Roger Quinby, Bill DiPaolo and Peter 
Martin gifted the exhibitors with their 
insight and knowledge. You can still 
go to the SESCAL website (www.sescal.
org/literature-exhibit/) to see every one 
of the 41 articles from 2022, as well 
as those from 2020 and 2021. Look at 
them carefully at each medal level with 
the judges’ comments in mind, and you 
will be on your way to developing your 
entry for next year’s article competitions. 
Good luck!  )

Arapahoe County Fairgrounds   25690  East  Quincy  Ave.   Aurora,  Colorado

www.rockymountainstampshow.com
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The

An AAPE Invitational Exhibition
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special guest

The SESCAL website contains several years of competitive litera-
ture entries.
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In the 1980s, scholars in all disciplines tackled the challenge of how to incorporate information 
found on the internet into their research publications. That citation process has evolved, with these 
being the top two styles currently recommending the following: 

APA Style Author last name, first name. (Year, Month Day). Page Title. Website Name. URL

Chicago Style Author last name, first name. “Page Title.” Website Name. Month Day, Year. URL.

Following the trajectory of academic research, philatelic exhibitors increasingly find important 
sources of information online that they then proceed to incorporate into their exhibits. Until rela-
tively recently, however, most of the philatelic research online has been the uploaded publications 
that either were in print or could have been printed but for the economies of online sharing. Our 
collective experience, supplemented by the generic advice from the publishers of style guides, served 
us adequately. 

More recently, however, the online information available to philatelists has evolved. Increasingly 
what is published there are databases of information and images. I hesitate to call any of these a 
census because the term census implies the accumulated information is complete. However, as with 
most things on the internet, they are constantly being expanded and improved. It would be giving 
too little credit to those developing the databases to use that term. So I shall simply continue to refer 
to databases. 

One of the most comprehensive efforts is the catalog of meter marks that has grown at wiki-
books.org. Details of that effort, as several other examples, are offered below:

Topic Sponsor/ Author URL Notes

Censor covers Civil Censorship 
Study Group www.c-c-s-g.org over 33,000 

entries

Disaster Covers wrecksite.eu requires 
registration

Hawaii stamps & postal 
history

Post Office in 
Paradise www.hawaiianstamps.com

Postage Meter Catalog en.wikibooks.org/wiki/International_
Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog

Over 250 
countries

Stamp database UPU www.wnsstamps.post/en/Stamps-Search All UPU 
Countries 

A couple of quick notes about the listing above on disaster covers. Unlike the other listings, most 
of the information on this site is not designed for philatelists. However, it can be useful and could be 
enhanced for use by philatelists. First, it can offer everything you need when the judge says, “Per-
haps you could incorporate a few details about the ship.” Importantly, however, the site does include 
a category for artifacts. I have uploaded disaster covers in that category and take advantage of the 
wonderful feature that allows the person uploading to identify the copyright owner. By including 

Using Internet 
Sources in

Your Exhibit
by Dr. Norma L. Nielson
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yourself as the copyright owner, you have a way to support a later claim 
regarding discovery copy, etc. 

Recommendation for All Collectors 
One reason we enjoy philately is the opportunity it affords us for con-

tinuous learning. For that reason, my first recommendation is that all ex-
hibitors check out these databases. 

Then, if you have information or images that improve the quality or 
comprehensiveness of the data offered, please contribute. I believe that the 
hobby will benefit greatly if we all share our accumulated information and 
items from our collections. Normally all that is required is the ability to do 
a simple scan and click a few buttons.

Recommendations for Exhibitors
For exhibitors, my primary recommendation is to improve how we use 

and present information from one of these real-time databases. Our prac-
tices need to evolve to recognize that such databases change constantly. 
Whether in a synopsis or exhibit, all of us should begin to include in the 
reference the date when we accessed the information. I note that termi-
nology like “accessed online mm/dd/year” is no longer incorporated in the 
recommended format of either of the style guides. 

Recommendations for Philately
Undoubtedly exhibitors who have done research in areas where my 

work has yet to go. Certainly, they know about databases I have not in-
cluded here. In order to assist everyone, it should be easier to find such 
research. In a perfect world, they would and should be incorporated into 
key searchable locations (such as the David Straight Memorial Philatelic 
Union Catalog hosted by the American Philatelic Society). I understand that 
the curators of each catalog will want - and should – check each for accu-
racy and for long-term viability before adding to their respective catalogs. 
Similarly, permission would need to be obtained from each publisher to 
incorporate in a formal catalog. 

All of that will take time. In the interim, I recommend that AAPE or 
some similar organization consider adding a simple listing of the databases 
provided here and a way for members to suggest additions to the list. This 
will assist and encourage consolidating important research in a single lo-
cation. 

Conclusion
During my forty-year academic career, libraries became less and less 

about printed material and more about digital access. My experience with 
those evolving research sources undoubtedly has aided me in exhibiting. 
Most of the work on exhibits has been with thematic and display classes, 
which I have often described involving research that is “a mile wide and an 
inch deep.” I have been gratified that almost all philatelists are willing to 
share their knowledge freely. Indeed, some give the impression of being 
delighted someone cares about what they know! Let’s embrace the oppor-
tunity and do more. )
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The
Philatelic Exhibitor

Needs Your

Manuscripts
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The Philatelic Exhibitor 

depends on member-submitted con-
tent to maintain high-quality and diverse ar-

ticles on the various aspects of philatelic exhibiting. 
While several authors contribute regularly, and other 

authors are still in the publication queue with future articles, 
the current backlog of material is very low. Consequently, I am 

appealing to you to submit story ideas, working manuscripts, and, 
especially, completed articles to be considered for publication. 

My goal for the journal is to maintain a balance between longer 
feature articles, short vignettes and experience stories, and more 
how-to articles. Any manuscript submitted needs to be based on 
an aspect of exhibiting and requires a compelling narrative. Exhib-
iting is a rich personal experience for most exhibitors and judges; 
therefore, it is appropriate for manuscripts to convey a range of 
observations and impressions. Articles that generate conversions 
contribute the most to the hobby. All materials submitted are sub-
ject to peer review and comment prior to acceptance for publica-
tion. Once a manuscript is accepted, the article is edited and then 
composed for production. Authors then receive a link where they 
can view an online proof of their work.

The fourth quarter 2021 edition of The Philatelic Exhibitor con-
tains guidelines for preparing your text and the ever-important 
supporting images. If you are interested in writing and need a copy 
of these guidelines, please email me at exhibitor@philatelicpress.com. 
If you have materials ready for submission, please visit the web 
page at: www.philatelicpress.com/file-transfers. This simple-to-use 
web form will allow you to submit manuscripts and images directly 
to me without the challenges of emailing large files. If you have any 
questions or issues, please feel free to contact me directly.

I am grateful for the materials that have been submitted and 
the work that many of you are continuing. If you have contributed 
materials, thank you! If you have submitted material and haven’t 
heard back from me, please email again. If you haven’t submitted 
anything for review, please consider preparing a manuscript soon. 
In the world of non-profit organizations, it is often said that many 
people are willing to contribute if they are asked to get involved. 
So, with this, I am officially asking for your help.

— Martin Kent Miller
Editor
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Exhibitors can use various methods to focus the viewer’s attention on specific aspects of their 
material. Gummed arrows (or “arricators” as they are sometimes called) (Figure 1) are effective 
for pointing out smaller features, such as printing flaws or specific design elements on a stamp. 
However, a pointing arrow is less suitable when you want to highlight a larger area, for example, 
in a thematic exhibit where the thematic text is illustrated by one advertisement among many 
printed on postal stationery (Figure 2). The rules for thematic exhibiting require that postal 
stationery items be shown in their entirety. Here I will show you a simple and effective method 
to direct the viewer’s attention to the desired area by creating a “blur mask” using tracing paper. 
The translucency of the tracing paper allows the entire piece to be viewed but, at the same time, 
obscures the irrelevant parts of the item so that the connection between the material and the text 
becomes readily apparent.

Creating Tracing Paper 
Masks to Highlight 
Material in an Exhibit
by Jean Wang

E X P LO R I N G  T H E  M E C H A N I C S  O F  E X H I B I T I N G

Figure 1. Gummed arricators for 
pointing to small details.

Figure 2. France postal statio-
nery lettercard with 15c Sage 
Type indicium, sold for 5c, 
subsidized by the multiple ads 
printed on the inside and the 
back cover. The thematically 
relevant ad is the one for Fer 
Bravais, an iron tonic, but it 
gets lost on the busy page.
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Supplies
1. Tracing paper - Look for heavier-weight (56 lb / 90 g/m2) trac-

ing paper (Figure 3), which is smoother and easier to work with than 
lighter-weight paper. I bought a pad of 30 sheets many years ago and 
have only used a few sheets. The larger size (9×12 inches) allows for 
coverage of large items such as advertising lettersheets. 

2. Ruler

3. Pencil and eraser

3. Cutting mat, X-ACTO knife and metal straightedge

4. Corner mounts

Step-by-Step Instructions
1. Measure the item to be masked and cut a sheet of tracing paper to 

the same size. 

2. Lay the tracing paper over the item and use a pencil to mark the 
boundaries of the area to be highlighted (the “window”) (Figure 4). 

3. Transfer the tracing paper to a cutting mat and use an X-ACTO 
knife and straightedge to cut out the window. Erase any pencil marks re-
maining on the tracing paper (Figure 5).

Figure 3. Heavyweight tracing 
paper pad.

Figure 4. Lay the piece of tracing paper (cut to size) over the item and use a pencil to mark the boundaries of 
the area to be highlighted. Here I’ve drawn the lines in red for better visualization.
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4. Mount the item on the exhibit page using corner mounts and insert 
the tracing paper mask into the same mounts (Figure 6). If cutting the 
window has removed one corner of the tracing paper, use mounts on the 
adjacent corners to hold the tracing paper in place (Figure 7).

Figure 5. Cut out the window using the pencil marks as guides. Erase any pencil marks remaining on the 
tracing paper.

Figure 6. Mount the item on the exhibit page us-
ing corner mounts and insert the tracing paper 
mask into the mounts (outlined here in red for 
better visualization).

Figure 7. For this piece, cutting out the window has removed 
the lower left corner of the tracing paper, so I used mounts 
at the upper left and lower right corners to hold the paper in 
place.
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In my exhibit, I have also used this method to highlight specific adver-
tising tabs in a complete stamp booklet where only some of the tabs were 
relevant to my thematic text (Figure 8).

Sometimes the combination of a tracing paper mask with arricators to 
point to specific parts of the windowed area(s) gives the best effect (Figure 
9).

This technique is easy to 
adapt for any philatelic item that 
needs to be shown in its entire-
ty where the exhibitor wants to 
focus the viewer’s attention on a 
larger area that can’t be captured 
by pointing with an arrow.  )

About How-To
This installment of “How-

To” focuses on one specific tech-
nique and how to use it in your 
exhibit work. Thanks to Jean 
Wang for sharing her technique.

What tricks do you want to 
learn? Do you have questions 
or methods that you are willing 
to share? If you have mastered a 
tool or a technique, please con-
sider sharing it with fellow ex-
hibitors.

Please write up your process, 
provide examples and illustra-
tions, then email your manu-
script and images to exhibitor@
philatelicpress.com. I'll get back to 
you with the next steps.

Figure 8. French advertising booklet with tabs touting the many beneficial properties of Bussang mineral waters. 
I’ve used a tracing paper mask to show one stamp plus the four advertising tabs relevant to my thematic text 
(treatment of anemia).

Figure 9. Here I’ve used a tracing paper mask with windows for the two 
oxygenous water ads on this Mulready lettersheet, as well as arricators to 
point out the relevant line of text in each ad to make the thematic connec-
tion easier to find.

The Philatelic Exhibitor - Q2 2023.indb   29The Philatelic Exhibitor - Q2 2023.indb   29 4/21/23   7:35 AM4/21/23   7:35 AM



30  •  The Philatelic Exhibitor  |  Second Quarter, 2023

In late 2017 when I was appointed US commissioner to London2020, little did I realize the 
appointment would extend over more than four years. As you know, the pandemic forced a show 
postponement to February 2022. Dr. James Mazepa, Chairman of the APS International Com-
mittee, asked me to write this article, as he believed the number of unusual situations merited 
recording.

What follows are my recollections of events and a few suggestions and opinions. I have tried 
to organize everything into several sections, including Suggestions for Exhibitors, How to Help 
Your Commissioner, Suggestions for International Show Committees, and Other Things.

Suggestions for Exhibitors
First and foremost, do some reading. Begin with the IREX, the general instructions for exhib-

itors at the show where you will enter your exhibit. This document is always found on the show 
website and should be easily located. Many exhibitors (most??) assume the IREX is the same for 
every show. Not correct! Each IREX is different. After you have read the IREX, go back and read 
it again. You may want to print any page or pages that directly affect you—for example, where 
and how to note that an item has a certificate. Most London exhibitors failed to do this correctly, 
if at all.

Next, I suggest you read “Guidelines for Commissioners to International Exhibitions” found 
on the APS website (under “Events” and “Show Preparations”). This important document will 
help you understand the commissioner’s responsibilities and what your commissioner can or can-
not do for you. Obviously, your commissioner should have read this document, too.

In preparation for the exhibition, you will 
receive several emails from your commissioner. 
It will be helpful to read them and respond, if 
appropriate. For London2022, I received some 
questions that had been covered in either the 
IREX or individual emails, or both.

Shipping your exhibit to the commissioner 
is a problem for some. It need not be if you take 
a few basic precautions. First, obtain a sturdy 
reusable box for shipping. Your commissioner 
would like to use the same box to return your 
exhibit.

LONDON2022

Trials & Tribulations 

of an International 

Commissioner

by Jack Harwood
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In preparing your exhibit, consider page size as it relates to ease of 
shipping. I suggest all pages within a single frame be the same size. If you 
have one double-size page in the frame, use double pages for the entire 
frame. I am aware this is not always possible, but it is highly desirable for 
shipping. The APS-owned exhibit shipping cases are designed to hold ei-
ther single-size pages or double-size pages. Having only one or two dou-
ble pages intermixed with single pages increases the potential for damage. 
Your commissioner will take extreme care to pack exhibit cases carefully, 
but you can help.

Anything other than single or double pages creates other problems. 
One London exhibitor submitted one triple-wide page with his exhibit. 
This size page will not lie flat in a shipping case and must therefore be 
curled at one end. Obviously, that is not ideal. Another exhibitor sub-
mitted quarter-frame size pages (four pages, in “blocks of 4” to a frame). 
These will not fit into an APS exhibit case. In fact, the assistant com-
missioner agreed to transport this 8-frame exhibit. It required a separate 
carton which was charged as an individual item of airline excess baggage. 
This item of “baggage” was heavy and had no handles or wheels, making 
it very difficult to manage. Not ideal. Another exhibitor used pages 133% 
of the normal width (i.e., three pages across equaled four standard-size 
pages). That works fine in the frames but does not fit well in the exhibit 
shipping cases.

Keep a scan of your exhibit. Among the items required to accompany 
each London exhibit was an inventory form. One exhibitor neglected to 
prepare or include it. When I requested it, I was told the exhibitor hadn’t 
prepared the form and didn’t have a scan of the exhibit, so could I please 
prepare the inventory and sign it on his behalf. Really?

How to Help Your Commissioner
Read the IREX. This is a repeat of the first item in the previous sec-

tion. That is how important it is. Something as simple as reading the in-
structions can save both you and your commissioner a lot of time and 
trouble.

Following directions can also help. Exhibitors ignored several re-
quests. For example, “Please do not seal exhibit envelopes” was ignored 
by several. In order to verify inventory forms, verify that insurance 
forms are included, make material available to customs agents, check 
exhibits into the bin room, etc., all required that en-
velopes remain unsealed. Envelopes that were sealed 
were damaged to one extent or another in opening.

“Please fill out the information on the front of 
exhibit envelopes” was another widely ignored 
request. Each envelope had a small label with 
partial information. A number of exhibitors 
assumed the tiny label meant that the other 
information on the envelopes did not need 
to be filled out. Not a good assumption and 
not correct!
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Please complete the required forms using the forms supplied by the 
show. One London exhibitor included an inventory form from “Brasil 
2017.” More than half of the submitted London inventory forms had er-
rors. Some exhibitors didn’t read the definition of an “item” (i.e., is a pair 
of stamps one item or two? Are two archival items attached to a single 
page one item or two? Is a photocopy an item?).

Try to number your pages in the manner suggested in the IREX. Each 
show suggests a numbering system, sometimes on the back of pages, 
sometimes on the front. Most London exhibitors ignored the system sug-
gested for London (small clear stickers on the front of pages, lower right 
corner). Some exhibitors didn’t read the instructions on numbering pages, 
even though their pages were specifically re-numbered for London. One 
exhibitor used post-it notes on the back of each page. Not a problem, ex-
cept that the same Post-it notes had been used several times before, with 
numbers crossed out or scribbled over. It was merely a guess to decide the 
order of pages. If you are going to use Post-it notes, please use new ones.

One thing that can significantly help your commissioner is to include 
a return shipping form or label with your exhibit. When I returned from 
London, I had about 30 exhibits to pack and ship. Those accompanied by 
a return shipping label, either USPS or FedEx, were the first to get sent. If 
I needed to obtain a new box or fill out a shipping label, the exhibit waited 
a few days for attention.

For a large show such as London, the two commissioners had to deal 
with a large number of exhibitors. We were each asked for several special 
favors, some of which were difficult or impossible. Five different individ-
uals asked me to transport books one way or the other. One book weighed 
more than 5 pounds. Since my baggage was tightly packed and already 
weighed more than 300 pounds, I found it necessary to decline the re-
quests. Do your commissioner a favor and try to avoid asking for special 
favors. Most commissioners will try to help, but they must concentrate on 
more important things, such as attending to your exhibit.

Suggestions for International Show Committees
With Boston 2026 on the horizon, I offer a few suggestions based 

on my experience in London. Any large exhibition requires a meeting 
space for commissioners. They need a designated area not just 

to meet but to store coats, briefcases, etc. Traditionally, com-
missioners exchange small philatelic gifts. Most exhibitions 

provide a labeled “cubbyhole” mailbox for each commis-
sioner, available to receive or leave gifts or messages. The 
commissioners’ meeting room should have mailboxes 

prepared in advance and the space should be a dedicated 
room used for no other purpose.

In London, the commissioners’ hotel was about a half 
mile from the show venue. That is not a problem unless it 
is raining (which it often was in London). A shuttle should 

have been available for use on rainy days. Trans-
portation also needs to be provided for any off-
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• The Boston Convention and Exhibition Center 
is located fifteen minutes from Boston Logan 
International Airport. It is ten minutes from 
South Station and Amtrak Acela Express to  
New York City and Washington DC.

• All show hotels will be within walking distance.

• In a 352,000 square foot contiguous exhibition 
area, BOSTON 2026 WORLD EXPO 
will be hosting a large dealer and postal 
administration bourse, as well as a large society 
presence and hundreds of meetings/events. 

• There will be a competitive exhibition of 
approximately 3,500 frames, plus other 
special/court of honor exhibits, as well as a 
large literature competition.  

The Twelfth International Philatelic Exhibition
of the United States proudly presented by

May 23–30, 2026
at the Boston Convention & Exhibition 

Center at the Boston Seaport

Contact us at  
Boston 2026 World Stamp Show, Inc. 

P.O. Box 904, Sudbury, MA 01776

Scan Our QR Code

Boston 2026  
World Stamp Show, Inc. 

See You in Boston!

Boston 2026 
World Stamp Show, Inc. 

Boston 2026 Seed 
Funding Provider Boston 2026 

Major Society 
Sponsor

Boston 2026 
Founding Funder

Boston 2026 
Society 

Sponsor

www.Boston2026.org
Stay Up-to-Date on All the Show News,  

by visiting
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site events. The awards ceremony in London 
was held at the Guildhall, a long subway or 
taxi trip from the venue. No transportation 
was provided, so more than a few commis-
sioners did not attend.

The exhibition hall in London was at-
tractively decorated with flags of participat-
ing nations hung from the mezzanine railing 
overlooking the main floor. Unfortunately, 
on the show’s opening morning, one flag was 
destroyed by a person or persons unknown. 
Show security needs to be alert to such prob-
lems. Also, even though the Chinese delega-

tions chose not to attend, someone pointed out to the committee that the 
FIP has agreed that only the flag of mainland China shall be displayed at 
international exhibitions. The flag of Chinese Taipei is not to appear in 
the venue, the show program, or other show publications. So it was re-
moved from the mezzanine railing and “deleted” in ink in show programs.

The Unusual
A wide variety of things happened over the course of four years, some 

of which had me scratching my head. Here are some examples. One exhib-
itor recalled that the jury at a previous exhibition had told him a certificate 
was required for one of his covers. But he couldn’t recall which cover. 
Could I find out from the FIP? Unfortunately, no. The FIP evidently does 
not keep records of such matters. Another exhibitor sent his 8-frame ex-
hibit with page 59 blank (no stamps attached). A quick phone call revealed 
that he had inadvertently included the blank page and the correct page 
59 with stamps attached was still in his album. Wow! Big sigh of relief. I 
received the correct page two days later by FedEx.

One person who had not even applied to 
exhibit filed a complaint. He believed that 
my request to receive exhibits two weeks in 
advance of my departure date was excessive 
and that I should never again be appointed 
a commissioner. I’m not sure why my re-
quest annoyed him, but evidently, it did. As 
it turned out, several individuals requested a 
few extra days before delivering their exhib-
its. This was not a problem. One unexpected 
call came from a Colombian exhibitor. The 
Colombian commissioner had been diag-
nosed with COVID and could not travel. 
Could I carry the three Colombian exhib-

its? A quick call to the APS verified that an additional exhibit shipping 
case was available, and it was shipped to me the same day. Those exhib-
its arrived at my door the day before my appointment with the local US 
Customs office. That, by the way, is another thing commissioners must 
complete shortly before departure: customs forms. They need to be com-

The Philatelic Exhibitor - Q2 2023.indb   34The Philatelic Exhibitor - Q2 2023.indb   34 4/21/23   7:35 AM4/21/23   7:35 AM



Second Quarter, 2023  |  The Philatelic Exhibitor  •  35

pleted in some detail, and an appointment must be made for a customs 
officer to verify the contents of shipping cases. The forms are then signed 
and stamped. Local customs officers vary considerably in their desire to 
view any or all of the contents listed on the forms. Fortunately, our local 
officers are friendly and helpful.

Several London exhibitors decided to hand-carry their exhibits. This 
can be a problem at some larger exhibitions, as the show committee may 
require (as London did) that the commissioner submit all exhibits. The 
handful of US exhibitors who brought their exhibits was very accommo-
dating in delivering everything on time. One needed to adjust her flight 
schedule to fit exhibit mounting and dismounting schedules, something to 
consider if hand-carrying.

One exhibitor telephoned a few days before my departure, saying he 
had either misplaced his exhibit or been burgled! So he wouldn’t be send-
ing the exhibit to me. Really? Another exhibitor was notified two weeks 
before my departure that his exhibit had been determined to be ineligi-
ble and must be withdrawn. And finally, there was a lengthy discussion 
concerning the sole US youth exhibitor. Between May 2020 (the original 
show date) and February 2022, he had attained age 21, so he was no lon-
ger a “youth.”Initially, the show ruled him ineligible. But FIP officials 
huddled and determined that the original application was as a “youth,” ac-
ceptance of the exhibit was as a “youth,” and therefore, the exhibit should 
be retained as entered. To expect a youth exhibitor to expand his exhibit 
from four frames to five (the number required for adult entries) without 
considerable time would be unfair.

Suggestions for Future Commissioners
First, expect the unexpected. Read the IREX and the APS Guidelines 

for Commissioners. You should also read the GREX (General Instructions 
for Exhibitions) found on the FIP website. Plan ahead. Keep in contact 
with your exhibitors. Allow extra time for some things. I chose to arrive in 
London 24 hours before exhibit mounting was scheduled to begin. That 
allowed me to get some rest before helping mount exhibits. As it turned 
out, the severe storm that arrived the day before the show opened meant 
several commissioners’ flights were canceled or delayed. Some exhibits did 
not arrive until the third day of the show. Arriving a day before necessary 
turned out to be very useful. There is no reason to stay beyond a normal 
departure date when planning your departure. The show committee wants 
to wrap up and go home. If you stay an extra day or two, you are merely 
causing a problem for a committee member.

Exhibiting is expensive. Each exhibitor pays several fees. The show 
charges a per-frame fee. Commissioners typically charge a small admin-
istrative fee and a per-frame transportation fee. Excess baggage charges 
(which the airlines have increased dramatically) are also passed along to 
exhibitors. For London, frame transportation fees were $25 per frame, 
and excess baggage charges were an additional $14 per frame. The frame 
transportation fee helps defray the cost of a commissioner’s airline ticket 
and various miscellaneous expenses.
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In most cases, fees do not cover expenses. A loss is much more likely. 
I suggest combining the transportation fee and excess baggage fee so that 
exhibitors know the total costs in advance. For most shows, in addition to 
the show entry fee, exhibitors should expect to pay about $40 per frame 
for transportation. One exhibitor wanted to negotiate the small admin-
istrative fee. He believed I had little to do to earn it. I informed him as 
politely as possible that the fees were not negotiable, and he was free to 
enter his exhibit or not.

A few suggestions: prepare a small “repair” kit. One US exhibit had 
poorly attached covers. The corner mounts were old, and several covers 
had slipped off the page. A few extra self-adhesive corner mounts solved 
the problem. A few other basic supplies might be included in the kit.

Take extra shipping case locks. These are the special combination locks 
approved by the TSA. The exhibit shipping cases each require two locks. 
My experience is that a few locks will be lost or broken, probably by bag-
gage handlers. The cases are heavy, so don’t always get gentle treatment. 
TSA-approved locks can be found with either 3-number or 4-number 
combinations. The 3-number locks seem to have a better survival rate. 
They are slightly smaller and less subject to loss or damage. I suggest car-
rying one extra lock for each case.

Finally, think about your ability to manage your luggage. If you are 
transporting three or more exhibit cases in addition to your personal lug-
gage, it may be helpful to travel with someone (a spouse, friend or fellow 
collector), somebody capable of pushing a cart. The pandemic seems to 
have eliminated airport baggage handlers. Arriving in London with five 
exhibit cases and a personal case, I found no help available. The only “trol-
leys” available were the size you see at a grocery store. With three cases 
on each trolley, getting everything to the customs counter and beyond was 
difficult. The show had transportation waiting for me, but it was waiting 
well outside the customs area.

My experience was completely and totally worthwhile. I was able to 
view some fabulous exhibits and meet some delightful people. Would I do 
it again? Absolutely. Perhaps with better preparation!  )
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Forgeries, Maps & More

Follow-Ups

On speed reading exhibits
A while ago, I got a follow-up suggestion from Bruce Marsden trig-

gered by the column featuring Laurie Anderson’s exhibit on Women 
Olympic Gold medal winners. He said: “Many of the gold boxed legends 
close with a form of “(subject) ... not represented on any postage stamp.” 
I understand the usefulness of the message to alert the readers and judges 
to stop searching the page for the non-existent stamp. But it seems like a 
lot of repetitive language that appears in many of the boxes. Might a valid 
approach to tightening up the verbiage be to adopt a symbol or abbrevi-
ation that could be defined once at the beginning of the exhibit and then 
used in place of the more long-winded phrase each time it is called for?”

This is an excellent suggestion that can apply to a wide range of exhibit 
types – For example, in a post card exhibit where most cards have the same 
publisher – the phrase “unless otherwise stated the card was published by 
XYZ.” Can appear prominently on the title page and also in the synopsis.

Online census data and associated information
In my last column, I emphasized that establishing your credentials 

for making quantitative statements was essential. This elicited a question 
about the appropriateness of including your name as the exhibitor in the 
synopsis. It is absolutely okay to do this; it is even more important if you 
have authored some of the references you cite. In the dim and distant past, 
it was a myth that judges shouldn’t know who owned the exhibits they 
were judging.

A while back, AAPE member Eddie Hackstaff sent a question that asked 
about having a copy of his exhibit on the same website where his census 
data exists – and would that be a problem? There are a couple of things to 
consider – most importantly, is the exhibit about to be judged an updated 
version of the online one? And if so, how much updating has been done? 
The synopsis should make this clear. Note that some judges will spend 
extra time with the online version, which may or may not help your result.

Question

Is it acceptable to include forgeries in an exhibit if they are clearly iden-
tified as such?

Questions & Answers by Patricia Stilwell Walker, RDP
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Figure 1. Dan Walker’s title page with map showing 
the location of Soruth.

Figure 2. This map contains too much detail to be 
effective in the author’s exhibit.
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Answer
The simple answer is – yes. The complicated answer is yes—but.

When forgeries are included, judges typically ask themselves some-
thing along the lines of “What genuine material could be included in-
stead?” We tend to think of forgeries as “filler” or “padding.” There are ex-
ceptions, of course, as it depends on why the forgery was made. Forgeries 
made to cheat the post office out of revenue are (or easily can be) part of 
the story of a stamp issue. Forgeries made to deceive collectors are usually 
only a side track to your exhibit’s main story – unless it is what I would 
call a “teaching exhibit.” A word of warning – most teaching exhibits get 
comments from judges along the lines – this would make a good article!

Question 
Could you please offer some advice on using maps – I often hear com-

ments like “maps detract” or “good use of maps.”

Answer
I’d be happy to. 

Do you need a map on your title page? If the 
subject of your exhibit is a geographic area: from 
an entire country to a small town that won’t be 
familiar to the viewer, then I recommend a map. 
I’d wager that most readers won’t have heard of 
Soruth – my husband Dan has an 8-frame exhibit 
of its stamps. Figure 1 is the title page. I exhibit 
a county in Maryland – my title page is 11 by 17, 
and the middle is filled by a map from the 1870s, 
which is eye-catching, and shows where the towns 
are but in no way tells the reader where the coun-
ty is. When I give a talk, I use this image (Figure 
2)  from the internet, which I wouldn’t put on the 
title page because it’s too modern. 

I mention this because a common problem 
with exhibit maps occurs when they are taken 
from a relatively modern and detailed map where 
the extra information is distracting from the point 
you are trying to make. 

When maps are essential: when the subject 
of your exhibit is postal history, where the route 
traveled is a key part of the discussion: whether 
horse-drawn or airmail and anything in between.

Maps are also helpful, although not as essential, 
when the subject matter involves military cam-
paigns, and you are discussing troop movement or 
where military postal services were located. For 
example, using a map when you change sections/
chapters makes the section start more obvious, al-
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Figure 3. Chip Gliedman’s 
title page.
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though the information on the map isn’t essential.

Maps that are distracting: any use of maps where their color, size, 
placement, or frequency dominates the exhibit to the detriment of the 
philatelic material.

This gets a bit tricky when your exhibit is about the markings of the 
post offices in your “area”  - your instinct is to have an outline of the state/
county/area with a dot indicating the particular post office being shown 
on that page – you want to have a map per PO – that can get very distract-
ing if the maps have too much detail and not particularly helpful if they 
don’t. How you solve this dilemma depends a bit on what organization you 
have chosen. For example, if you show the towns in chronological order 
of when the post office opened, you might decide to have one map for a 
group of years; alternatively, if there are geographic sections of your area 
– one map per section.

To assess: layout a frame or two and stand back far enough so you can’t 
read the text; what do you see? If it’s your maps rather than your philatelic 
items, you have a map problem!

An excellent example of both a title page map and delineation of routes 
is Chip Gliedman’s Large Gold exhibit Mail Routes of Rupert’s Land, British 
North America. When I asked Chip for an example, he provided this brief 
explanation of how he uses and makes his maps:

On the title page, I outline Rupert’s Land and Label it as such.

On future pages, I leave out the label, as I’ve already “defined” it, 
and the big label both takes up space and would be distracting.
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I use the same map (a piece of the one on the title page) and show 
a different route on each. I keep the scale and cropping the same so you 
can more easily show the different routes.

When it gets to the “Closed mail,” I leave out the interim US city 
names, as the mailbags crossed the US without being opened. 

I make my maps by going to the David Rumsey Map Collection site 
- https://www.davidrumsey.com/

I find a date/geography/visual match for what I’m trying to show 
and download a high-resolution version of that map.

I import that map into a graphics program and adjust the cropping 
and tone (usually lightening it so it’s easier to see what I’m putting on 
top and so it’s less intrusive. Sometimes, changing it to greyscale and 
adjusting to contrast is the best solution when I add a colored line on 
top). For Rupert’s Land, I kept it as muted colors, as it was easier to see 
the borders of Rupert’s Land and the US.

I then add lines, dots, and names, save the whole thing, and include 
it on my exhibit page.

This often takes a bunch of trials to get everything to look good with 
the most minimal distraction.

Figure 3 shows the title page, and Figure 4 shows part of a page with 
a route map. You will note that although the basis map has quite a lot of 
detail, the distraction is minimized by the muting of the colors. The entire 
exhibit can be viewed at http://redriver.cgpostal.com/.

Do you have a question?
The Philatelic Exhibitor needs your questions. The Question & Answer 

column is a great avenue for exploring specific exhibiting challenges. Send 
your questions directly to Pat at psw789@comcast.net, or you can forward 
them to: Editor, The Philatelic Exhibitor, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd., 
Suite F-102, Greer, SC 29650-1146. )
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So That’s What You Think of 
Me!

Responses are coming in slowly from our challenge: tell us what you 
think of the Fly and who she (or is it he?) might be. Here are some pre-
liminary results.

Male Old Married Retired A Collector Prominent

100% 50% 75% 100% 75% 50%

Delightful Amusing USA Favorite I Read Agree With
100% 75% 100% Chili dogs 75% 100%

Accuracy of Responses: 60%. Close, but no cigar. Whoops, I meant no 
honey.

Question 1. Why a fly and not a ladybug or human?

Answer: As I inherited this job, I am not sure. Ladybugs are 
too nice, and humans always mess things up. We flies are pesky 
and not afraid to observe when no one is looking and to point out 
things that may need changing to help improve the hobby without 
remorse or a deadly swat.

Question 2. What drew you to stamp collecting? 

Answer: The Scout merit badge and an interest in geography 
(do they still teach that? If not, they should). 

Question 3. Aren’t we all young?

Answer: Don’t we wish? Maybe young at heart.

Question 4. Why is it that exhibitors leave out the most im-
portant information in their synopsis? The first sentence should 
read multiframe (how many?) or single frame, followed by the 
type of exhibit and, elsewhere, recent awards for the exhibit.

Answer: I agree with the first part – that information should 
be right up front. Some synopses do not contain this critical in-
formation because of the need for more education. Some of us are 
just happy that a synopsis (the most important page not in your 
exhibit) is finally required to exhibit at most shows. The second 
part of your recommendation to reveal recent awards for the ex-
hibit is controversial. Personally, I do not do this in my synopsis 
as I have been told the judges have this information from previous 
APS shows.

The Fly
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Anthony Dewey’s Grand award-winning exhibit (title page with 
an eye-popping item shown above) can be viewed on the AAPE 
website at www.aape.org.

The Fly and editor would like to see more responses to the question-
naire and questions for the Fly, so please go to the directions at the end of 
this column.

Let’s Have a GASS!
The Fly will attend the Great American Stamp Show in Cleveland in 

August. I heard it will be a GASS (Ha! Ha!). I hoped to have my exhibit on 
The Mighty Fly ready by the deadline but probably will not, as I am missing 
a key item that would take me to the next medal level. It seems like I have 
tried everything to find the missing piece. It would be helpful if readers 
would contribute to this wonderful journal by telling how they go about 
locating a critically missing piece for an exhibit. 

All of the hubbub about grading the importance of an exhibit has me 
thinking of another fuzzy area for many exhibitors, especially new ones: 
treatment. After many years, I am still waiting to see a clear definition and 
understanding of the term, even in the guidelines for judges and exhibi-
tors. Is treatment really how you organize and tell a compelling story? If 
so, the word treatment does not get it. It is a poor and unclear term. Let’s 
change it to something we all understand, not just the judges. And that’s 
my story, and I am sticking to it! Buzz, buzz. 

The Fly does not like being critical of judges – their job is difficult and, 
for the most part, thankless. So, I prefer to discuss some of my wrong as-
sumptions about judging exhibits.

Assumption 1. Every judge will read and remember or review 
my synopsis when standing in front of the title page of my exhibit, 
and therefore I do not need to duplicate what’s in my synopsis on 
my title page. 

Truth. I have been burned by this assumption (a guideline) 
too many times. When discussing 
my exhibit at the frame with the 
responder judge, I have witnessed 
(several times) the responder judge 
saying I did not have this or did 
not do this. However, I did or did 
not have it, and the answers were 
in my synopsis, or the item was in 
my exhibit. Of course, nothing can 
be done – the horse is out of the 
barn as the judging has been done. 

Assumption 2. According to 
the guidelines for judges and ex-
hibitors, one should never put an 
eye-popping item on your title 
page if it is out of order (consid-
ered poor – here it is again – treat-
ment).

Truth. This is done all the 
time, and I have done it with no 
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points deducted. If the guideline is not being followed 
without penalty, it is invalid and needs retirement. 

The Golden Flyswatter this month goes to all the stamp 
dealers who continue to support and lug their philatelic 
material to live shows. Without them, we would not have 
any full shows. As an exhibitor or show attendee, please re-

member to thank them for doing this when attending shows.

Goody! Goody! Now for my favorite part 
of this column – giving out Fly Swats! This 
month’s Fly Swat goes (again) to philatelic 

journal editors who continue to publish the 
same things over and over again. For example, 

way too much each month about Confederate 
philatelic history, back-of-the-book stamps, and postal 

birth certificates (FDCs). Enough already! I understand 
you can only publish what is submitted, so we need to solicit 

new and fresh material by putting out calls for specific material 
and taking breaks from the “tired but true.” Sorry, SWAT!

Well, it is time to buzz off, but please be careful of what you say 
and what you do, as the Fly is always around, watching and listen-

ing—Adios, amigo.

Yours truly, The Fly!

Editor’s note: The Fly is interested in your opinions as well as your 
juicy tidbits. To that end, we have established a quick and easy online sur-
vey to solicit your thoughts and impressions. Please visit https://qrcodes.pro/
BSkOKu to complete the survey online, or use your smartphone or tablet 
scan the QR code to the right. If you prefer, you can also access the survey 
using the full address: https://form.jotform.com/222756335699167.

It is also my understanding that the Fly is always open to your thought-
ful input — whether swats or something sweet from the honey jar. What 
have you witnessed or done lately that would be useful? Write to: The Fly 
c/o TPE, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd, Suite F-102, Greer, SC 29650-
1146 -or- email to: exhibitor@philatelicpress.com.

Take The Fly’s 
online survey at 

qrcodes.pro/BSkOKu
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History & Forward Motion

Growing type fonts...
Some throwbacks are insist-

ing that virtual stamp shows—
events that are held strictly on 
computers located anywhere 
where buyers & sellers are buying, 
selling and exhibiting are active—
will never take hold and become 
a regular fixture in the hobby. 
Maybe. But think this: people 
are already establishing virtual 
shows where “live” shows never 
existed before. Virtual shows can 
fill a vacuum. Will they? It seems 
quite logical to us!

We are making some changes 
within The Philatelic Exhibitor. Are 
you noticing some? Your editor has 
subscribed to The New York Times 
for eons—since back when the body 
type in the broad majority of articles 
seemed, perfectly fine to me—it 
has been for who-knows-jow-long 
10 point Times Roman. A type font 
used by countless other publica-
tions, too—like this one. Now...some 
people are saying that our type size 
here at TPE is shrinking! Actually, it 
is growing. We are gradually mov-
ing to several kinds of 11 point type!

We have “open ended” exhibit-
ing on both the internet and at 
“live” venues where hundreds 
can show up body and soul. “En-
ter a show and see if you can win 
a medal,” was for decades the call. 
But now there are chances to use 
the internet to creatively develop 
and offer more compeitive events. 
What about turning some stamp 
shows into entry events for national 
tournaments where exhibitors com-
pete to move to higher and higher 
levels? Like golf, tennis, art, etc.?

Brand new virtual shows? Can tournaments happen?

Many collectors and dealers are touting the current state of the stamp business as a boom period 
much like it was in the Golden Age of stamp dealing in New York City from the mid-1930s to the 1950s: a time

when hundreds of storeftont stamp dealers existed on the streets of the five boroughs of our  greatest city. Want to get
a glimpse of that era? Go to YouTube and search for a movie called Stamp Story! Made in 1946

One of many hundreds on the 1950s streets of Manhattan

In the last boom period of the 1950s this was our biggest sales venue— 
the ground floor of New York City’s Gimbel’s Dept. Store at 33rd & Broadway.

sToday’s philately—from coast to 
coast  enjoys the vast and “no 

end in sight” World Wide Web (known 
to many as simply “the internet”) as 
the key “go to” sales venue in all of our 
hobby from  coast to coast to around 
the world. In 1956, the last time when 
stamp collecting enjoy a gigantic feed-
ing frenzy from kids to kings...buying 
stamps from every venue known to 
man and boy. From Pocatello, Idaho, to 
downtown Chicago, there were stamp 
shops. They thrived! What a grand era! 

Then they “died” a long death. If 
there are more than 50 stamps shops 
in America now, some of us might eat 
our hats. We still love ‘em! But we also 
love our internet! And when a pandem-
ic hit America, we went inside again to 
buy stamps from our kitchen table with 
a computer—$$ by the millions. 

And hundreds, we know, have en-
tered the world of philatelic exhibiting 
again. Watch now, as this hobby not 
only sustains itself, but creates new 
commerce inside itself, too!
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The

Association of
American

Quarterly Membership Report
Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary

Philatelic Exhibitors

PRIVATE TREATY PLACEMENT
AUCTION REPRESENTATION

COLLECTION BUILDING and ESTATE APPRAISAL

New Collections Available
We have a number of important collections available 
for collectors and exhibitors interested in finding 
new and challenging philatelic areas to explore. 
Contact us for details.

FRASER’S
Colin G. Fraser • Pamela Kayfetz Fraser
P.O. Box 335 • Woodstock, NY 12498

Tel: (845) 679-0684 • Fax: (845) 679-0685
Email: frasersstamps@cs.com

U.S. MEMBERSHIP
REGULAR MEMBERS    441
LIFE MEMBERS    152
FOREIGN REGULAR MEMBERS  101 
LIFE MEMBERS      25     
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP:      719

Membership Status as of April 4 thru June 22, 2021

Welcome to new members – 
April 4, 2021 to June 22, 2021
Dr. Michele Bresso, Bakersfield, CA
Joan Harmer (Life Member), 
 Yorktown Heights, NY
Rev. Terry Hursh, Mississauga, 
 ON, Canada
Jocelyn Mel, Watsonville, CA
Suzanne Pavel, New York, NY
Sangeetha Rao, Marion, IA
Bill Seymour, The Dalles, OR
Albert Valente, New Lebanon, NH

Deceased
Michael Frechette, CT
James Hamilton, IA

As always, please advise im-
mediately of any address change. 
It’s the only way to ensure uninter-
rupted delivery of The Philatelic 
Exhibitor. Your magazine will not 
be forwarded by the post office 
because of our bulk mailing permit. 
Just send me an email and we will 
keep you current.
      
Respectfully submitted
Kenneth R. Nilsestuen 
AAPE Secretary
knilsestuen@gmail.com
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2023 Youth Championship
In 2023, the AAPE Youth Championship will be held at the Great 

American Stamp Show in Cleveland. In this 2022-2023 season which ends 
June 30, previous qualifiers have earned their Grand Awards and will be 
participating once again. Some are working on new exhibits as well. 

Last year, Adhyatman Agarwala, won the Reserve Grand at the AAPE 
Youth Championship with the exhibit titled Ecuadorian Slogan-Based Cov-
ers Related to the Ecuador-Peru Border Conflict of 1941. In the following para-
graphs, he writes about the importance of mentors and a support team in 
the building of an exhibit. His words apply to anyone wondering “how do 
I start to create an exhibit.” His closest mentor, Debbie Friedman, is a long 
time member of the AAPE.   

How do I start to create an exhibit?
by Adhyatman Agarwala

I was about seven years old when I visited a stamp show for the first 
time. It was the ASDA stamp show that was held in New York City twice 
a year. There, in a bin of foreign postal covers, I discovered a slightly 
roughed-up and stained Ecuadorian envelope with a censor label. I found 

it to be a desirable oddity because it bore a slogan stamped 
twice above and below the destination address. It fit my 
budget - it was just a dollar. I purchased it and examined 
the envelope carefully at home. It was sent in 1942, and the 
slogan, in Spanish, was “Ecuador, Amazonian Country.” I 
asked my mother (who is from Ecuador) about its signifi-
cance, and she hazarded that it probably had to do with the 
Ecuador-Peru war of 1941. I was intrigued and wanted to 
know more.

In the ensuing years, I read books about Latin Ameri-
can history and learned about the war. At every subsequent 
ASDA show, including the 2016 World Stamp Show, I 
sought similar covers. I searched for them online too. After 
a few years, I had an accumulation of slogan-bearing war 
covers that, while comprehensive, was not well-organized or 
well-researched. In 2017, I became a member of the Youth 
Club at the Collectors Club in New York, under the direc-
tion of Ms. Debbie Friedman and Mr. Bart Rosenberg. At 
one of our monthly meetings, I mentioned the slogan-bear-
ing postal envelopes to them. They encouraged me to im-
part methods to my accumulation and prepare an exhibit on 
the subject.

The Youth Report by Vesma Grinfelds

Adhyatman Agarwala (right) with his 
mentor, Debbie Friedman.
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I had never envisaged creating an exhibit and 
did not know where to begin. Ms. Friedman gave 
me copies of the AAPE magazine and helped me 
to start thinking methodically. Mr. Rosenberg 
loaned me catalogs. The prospect of assembling a 
sixteen-page exhibit was daunting. To advance be-
yond an accumulation to a collection was not an 
easy process. It took time and study. Ms. Friedman 
advised me to think in terms of a story that I wanted 
to tell. She made me first map the historical under-
pinnings of the covers in words on sticky notes that 
I could move around and then fill in the philatelic 
content from those cues. Surprisingly, I had more 
than enough material to create a full frame exhibit. 
While I was working on the exhibit, Ms. Friedman 
encouraged, and made it possible, for me to deliver 
a presentation at the Collectors Club about postal 
history related to the 1941 Ecuador-Peru War. Several members of the 
Collectors Club warmly felicitated me on my exhibit and presentation af-
terward, which provided encouragement for my continued efforts.

Preparing the speech and accompanying slideshow taught me to ef-
fectively communicate the story that the covers held in their fold. It also 
brought me in contact with eminent philatelist Mr. Henry Marquez of 
Mi Oficina Philatelic Society, who leads an organization dedicated to the 
advancement of Latin American philately. He kindly provided me with 
valuable material from the Peruvian side of the 1941 conflict, which gave 
more heft to my collection. Prominent experts, Mr. Colin Fraser and Mr. 
Steve Reinhardt were generous with their time and advice based on their 
experience as a dealer and an exhibiting judge, respectively. I kept improv-
ing. In the years since, I have exhibited my collection on that topic in a 
number of shows, the first being a virtual competition held by the Collec-
tors Club in 2020. I thoroughly enjoy engaging 
with audiences at stamp shows and answering 
their questions about my exhibit. 

Working on this exhibit has made me a me-
thodical researcher and an effective communi-
cator. It cemented my passion for history and 
how it informs today’s polity. Philately, and the 
wonderful people in that world, have provided 
me opportunities to expand my knowledge and 
share it effectively while teaching me life les-
sons. These benefits extend beyond the realm of 
philately to my school work and extracurricular 
activities, including debate. A journey sparked 
by a beaten-up envelope (one that I could af-
ford!) that piqued my interest has rewarded me 
immeasurably over the years as I continue to 
improve and update my exhibit. )

Debbie Friedman (left) shared copies of The 
Philatelic Exhibitor with Adhyatman as she 
provided guidance on his exhibiting journey.
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As always, please advise immediately of any address change. It’s the only way to ensure 
uninterrupted receipt of The Philatelic Exhibitor. Your magazine will not be forwarded by the 
post office because of our bulk mailing permit.  Just send me an email and we will keep you 
current. Please email all changes to vesmag@gmail.com.

Membership - April 1, 2023 

Secretary’s Report

US MEMBERSHIP 

Regular Members 415

Life Members 162

FOREIGN MEMBERSHIP

Regular Members 101

Life Members  15

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 693

Welcome to new members – January 1, 2023 to April 10, 2023

Ronald Pavlak
Homosassa, FL

Jim Stollenwerk
West Bend, WI

Clemens A. Reiss
University Park, FL

Scott Zimmer
Woodbury, MN

Robert Jackson
Liberty Township, OH

Ann Dunkin
Washington, DC 

Ron Wilson
Helena, MT

Joyeet Pakrasi
San Jose, CA

Robert “Bob” Crossman
Conway, AR

Patrick Durbano
Markham, ON, Canada

Blanton Clement Jr.
Yardley, PA

Jane Snowdon
Cos Cob, CT

Linda Collette
Central Falls, RI

David Biltek
Victoria, BC, Canada

Daniel W. Skelton
Metairie, LA

Jean Benninghoff Award Winners

Kenneth Miller, Tallahassee, FL

Respectfully submitted,
Vesma Grinfelds 
AAPE Secretary
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Advertising with The Philatelic Exhibitor 

The Philatelic Exhibitor is the best buy in philatelic advertising. The journal reaches the most se-
rious philatelists — those who exhibit their collections. Exhibitors are dedicated collectors who are 
both competitive and discriminating — they are the most vigorous, active purchasers of high-end 
stamps and postal history in the hobby. The Philatelic Exhibitor, the quarterly journal of the Ameri-
can Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, is passionately read by AAPE members around the world. 
There is no better path to reach a market of serious collectors who are actively acquiring  rare and 
unique philatelic materials. Contact Rick Gibson (smokeynav@comcast.net), AAPE advertising 
manager, to reserve your space today.

Advertising Rates & Specifications

Ad Size
Dimensions

(inches) Once
Four

consecutive
Inside Front Cover 6 x 9 $450 $400/issue

Inside Back Cover 6 x 9 $425 $390/issue

Back Cover 7 x 10 + 1/4” bleed $425 $390/issue

Center Spread 13 x 9 N/A $600/issue

Full Page 6 x 9 $310 $275/issue

Half Page 6 x 4-1/8 $165 $150/issue

Third Page 6 x 2-3/8 $90 $75/issue

Eighth Page 2-3/4 x 2 $60 $50/issue

Production Schedule

Issue Date
Articles & 

Columns Due
Advertising
Order Due

Advertising
Art Due Production Closed

Third Quarter 2023 May 22, 2023 May 22, 2023 June 5, 2023 June 12, 2023

Fourth Quarter 2023 August 22, 2023 August 22, 2023 September 4, 2023 September 8, 2023

First Quarter 2024 November 20, 2023 November 20, 2023 December 5, 2023 December 19, 2023

Second Quarter 2024 March 1, 2024 March 1, 2024 March 11, 2024 March 22, 2024

Advertising art should be sub-
mitted as PDF files in the di-
mensions listed. All images 
placed within the PDF file must 
be at a resolution of at least 300 
DPI. For contract positions, 
the same ad will be picked up 
for each issue unless new art is 
received by the advertising art 
due date deadline. Please con-
tact Rick Gibson (smokeynav@
comcast.net) to reserve space 
and for more information.
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Membership Application

American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors
You are invited to become a member of the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors. Join with novice to advanced exhibitors from around the world in stamp 
collecting’s only association for all levels of philatelic exhibiting. Our field is stamp 
collecting’s most fascinating pastime and the AAPE is your best way to keep abreast 
of every facet of exhibiting and to learn effective exhibiting techniques. 

Membership Application
Enclosed are my dues and application for membership in AAPE, which includes an 
annual subscription to The Philatelic Exhibitor. PayPal payment is available for an 
additional $1.50. To use PayPal, either use the online application at www.AAPE.org 
or indicate PayPal below and you will be contacted with payment details. Foreign 
airmail is available for an additional charge, please inquire if interested. Please make 
checks payable to AAPE, Inc.

Premium membership levels are also available for members in the US and Canada. 
Amounts over the annual dues may be tax-deductible depending on your personal tax 
situation. Memberships at these premium levels will be listed on the website and in 
The Philatelic Exhibitor unless otherwise requested.

q US/Canada Membership $25.00 q Foreign Membership $35.00
q Contributing Membership $45.00
q Sustaining Membership $60.00
q Patron Membership $100.00

Please select:   q New Applicant q Renewal

First Name ________________________ Last Name ___________________________

Street or POB __________________________________________________________

City  ___________________________  State ________________________________

Postal Code _____________________  Country _____________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________________

Philatelic Memberships & Member Number(s): ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Philatelic References (not needed for APS members): __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

q Please contact me for PayPal payment.

Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Please mail your application and payment to:
Vesma Grinfelds, Secretary

3800 21st Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

www.AAPE.org
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Forever stamped 
on your memory!

90 million items for sale More than 1 million active users 
per month 20 years of experience Register for free

Join us to give a new dimension to your collection!

The collectors’ marketplace

.net
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Gold Medal and Grand Prix Winners have
ONE NAME in common

Kapiloff Honolulu Advertiser

Walske

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

siegelauctions.com

Siegel offers unparalleled expertise, a worldwide client base, financial reliability,
intelligent marketing, and the best internet resources and search tools.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • PH (212) 753-6421 • EMAIL: STAMPS@SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM

Islander

GrossKramer
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