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Nobody  
does it  
better.  
Heritage—Over 75 years of 
experience in expertizing stamps and 
covers from the greatest collections 
ever formed. 
Expertise—An outstanding staff of 
in-house experts and consultants 
with lifetimes of experience backed 
by a 250-volume reference collection 
and the latest in high technology 
equipment. 
Authority—Recognition as a leader 
that comes from a time-honored 
history of knowledge and expertise.  
Certificates—With over 580,000 
certificates issued to date, a  
PF Certificate is recognized as the 
most authoritative and reliable 
opinion in all of U.S. philately.  
Add value to your collection— 
with a PF certificate.

Scott 11 graded 100-J. PF certificates 521651, 176262

Scott 233 graded 98-J. PF certificate 431008

Scott 17 graded 100-J. PF certificate 535539

The Philatelic Foundation 
We’ve moved! Please note our new address:  
353 Lexington Avenue, Suite 804   New York, NY 10016 
tel.  212-221-6555 
PhilatelicFoundation.org       PFsearch.org
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American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Contacts

AAPE Mentoring Services
The American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors offers exhibit mentoring ser-

vices under the leadership of Bill Schultz, an AAPE director and accredited chief 
judge. This service is free of charge to members and is especially helpful for those 
who have never exhibited. Mentoring services are ideal for those newer exhibitors 
not yet ready for the Association’s critique service. 

With Bill’s guidance, participants explore their expectations for exhibiting and 
discuss the directions they are considering. The service can also be used to ask exhib-
iting questions. Program participants are occasionally placed in contact with other 
experienced, successful exhibitors who can offer specific exhibit assistance. The men-
toring service is not designed to replace the valuable critique or title page/synopsis 
services already being offered by the AAPE. For more information, please con-
tact Bill Schultz at bill@patriciaschultz.com.

Administration

Director of AAPE Open
Forum Meetings
Mark Schwartz

) mark.schwartz1@verizon.net
2020 Walnut Street, #32C

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Membership Inquiries &
Address Changes
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San Francisco, CA 94114
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Sandeep Jaswal
) sj722@aol.com

Press Releases 
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Dawn Hamman
) dawnthephilatelist@gmail.com 

21042 Anclote Court
Venice FL 34293 

Webmaster
Larry Fillion

) webmaster@aape.org
130 Arlington Street

Acton, MA 01720

Awards

AAPE Awards Coordinator
Joan Harmer

) joan@harrmersinternational.com

1325 Echo Hill Path
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Awards Director/Canada 
Shirley Griff

) shirley@griffrealestate.com
25 South St. South

Port Robinson, ON L0S 1K0 
Canada 

Diamond and Ruby Awards
Ron Lesher

) lesher.ronald@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1663 

Eastern, MD 21601

Critique Services

Director of Exhibitors 
Critique Service

Jay Stotts
)  stottsjd@swbell.net

PO Box 690042
Houston, TX 77269-0042

Critique Service For Title
And Synopsis Pages

Jim Hering 
) rosehering@roadrunner.com

Mentoring 

Mentor Center Manager
Bill Schultz

) bill@patriciaschultz.com
235 Chatham Way

West Chester, PA 19380

The Philatelic Exhibitor

Advertising Manager
Rick Gibson

)  smokeynav@comcast.net

Letters to the Editor & 
Manuscripts

Martin Kent Miller
)  exhibitor@philatelicpress.com

1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd 
Suite F - 102

Greer, SC 29650-1361 

Youth

AAPE Youth 
Championship Director 

Vesma Grinfelds
) vesmag@gmail.com

3800 21st St.
San Francisco, CA 94114 
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www.kelleherauctions.com

America’s Oldest Philatelic Auction House • Established 1885
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions
Email: info@kelleherauctions.com  

22 Shelter Rock Lane • Unit 53 • Danbury, CT 06810 
Phone: 203.830.2500 • Toll Free 800-212-2830

Kelleher’s World Renowned Public Auctions Since 1885    •   Online Auctions    •    Many Personalized Services

Among All Auction Houses... 
Why is Kelleher’s The Collectors Choice?

1st
Choice!

David Coogle 
Co-Chairman

Laurence Gibson 
Co-Chairman

At Kelleher’s You’ll Enjoy Selling as Much 
as You Enjoyed Buying Your Collection

It can be 
FREE!
Email 
us now, 
we’ll tell
you how!

Experience the Experts 
at Kelleher Auctions

Our Co-Chairmen are continually
available to talk personally with you.

How do you in fact get the best price? By knowing the value of your collection before 
selling it. Let one of our renowned owner professionals review your collection and 

honestly—  without pressure—discuss the market value and how you can best achieve that. We 
work towards a common goal of getting you the most for your collection. 

“I would like to tell you how happy I 
was with the buyer from your main office.  
He came to my home and spent a  
considerable amount of time going 
through my stamp collection.

“Not only did he buy it for a more than 
fair price, but it was double that some 
other buyers previously offered me.

“Thanks for a pleasant experience. I 
would recommend your fine Company 
to anyone who is thinking of selling or 
consigning their collection.”
  Steven Gray
  New York

“In closing, I’d like to thank you, 

and your staff at Kelleher Auctions, 

for your professionalism and success 

in handling my father’s collection. It 

was a very difficult thing to do to give 

up the collection after so many years. 

But your organization has handled 

the process beautifully. Thank you so 

much, again!” 
Stephen E. Backhus

 
Nevada

“Wishing you and yours, David, a 

meaningful and delightful Easter holiday. 

My sincere thanks for your handling of my 

stamp consignment as well as providing 

expert and trusted support for my estate 

needs. Your customer service rating (on a 

scale of 10) is a 15! I have never been so 

well served by a philatelic professional!  

(keep up the GREAT work on the maga-

zine, and please tell Maureen how much I 

appreciated her kind and helpful courtesy 

when we spoke on the phone).”

 

With warmest regards, 

 

Gene Luttrell

Selling will be a very rewarding experience
...especially when you come here.

Kelleher’s Stamp Collector’s Quarterly • Second Quarter 2021 • 1

Kelleher’s

Challenger Stamp • 1995

Stamp Collector’s
Quarterly

2nd Quarter 2021
Vol. VII • No. 2
Whole No. 26 • $7.50

Come With Us 
for a Great

Summer Read!

Come With Us 
for a Great

Summer Read!

Third Quarter 2021 • The Philatelic Exhibitor • 47

Mail AAPE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION TO: 

Elizabeth Hisey, AAPE Secretary 
7227 Sparta Road 

SEBRING, FL 33872 USA 

Enclosed are my dues of $20.00* (US and Canada) or $25.00 (all foreign mailing addresses) and 
application for my membership in the AAPE, which includes $17.00 annual subscription to The Philatelic 
Exhibitor. Paypal is available for an additional $1.00. Either use the electronic application or indicate on 
this form and I will contact you. Foreign airmail is an additional charge, please inquire if interested. Please 
make checks payable to AAPE, Inc. 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________________ STATE:_______________ ZIP: ___________ 

 COUNTRY: _________________________________ 

eMAIL: ______________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ____________________________________ 

PAYPAL: Yes: ______ No: _______ PHILATELIC MEMBERSHIPS: APS ________________  

OTHER:__________________________________________________________ 

BUSINESS AND OR PERSONAL REFERENCES (NOT REQUIRED IF APS MEMBER): 

SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ DATE: ____________________ 

* Premium membership levels are also available – All amounts over the annual dues are a tax free 
donation. Members at these premium levels (Contributing, Sustaining, Patron) will be listed on the 
website and in TPE (if so desired). Thank you for supporting AAPE.   

Contributing Membership $30 per year 
Sustaining Membership $50 per year 
Patron Membership $100 per year 

Multiple year memberships are available; at all levels. Up to 4 additional years may be paid in 
advance Paypal convenience fee ($1) applies only once at the basic level of $20.00 per year (US 
and Canada) or $25 per year (all other foreign addresses).  

*Youth Membership (age 18 and under) $10 annually includes a subscription to TPE. 
* Spouse Membership $10 annually —TPE not included. 

Join Us!
The American 
Association of 

Philatelic Exhibitors 
encourages every philatelist—no matter 

where you live, no matter your experience 
as a collector and/or exhibitor—to join our 

wonderful organization. The exhibiting 
world of the most exciting segment of the 
stamp hobby—and the AAPE has been at 

the heart of this world since 1986.

Joining Is Easy!
Simply fill out, then tear out or photocopy, 
the application at right and send it today 

with your check to Ken Nilsestuen
1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921 

Need More Information?
Visit our website at:

www.aape.org
and find out about the wide range

of events and activities conducted by the 
AAPE. We’d love to have you involved, 
though it’s never necessaary to enjoy our 

many benefits. 

Meet Fellow Members
at every stamp show in America. 

Most stamp shows feature special AAPE 
seminars where you can meet other 

members and find out more about us.

Director of Exhibitors 
Critique Service

Jay Stotts • stopttsjd@swbell.net
PO Box 690042

Houston, TX 77269-0042
 

AAPE Youth Championship Director
Vesma Grinfelds

3800 21st St.
San Francisco, CA 94114

  vesmag@gmail.com

One Frame Team 
Competition 
Chairman  

Sandeep Jaswal
Email: sj722@aol.com

Critique Service For Title
And Synopsis Pages

Jim Hering 
rosehering@roadrunner.com

Mentor Center Manager
Bill Schultz

235 Chatham Way
West Chester, PA 19380
bill@patriciaschultz.com

Diamond and Ruby Awards
Ron Lesher

P.O. Box 1663 
Eastern, MD 21601

revenuer@atlanticbb.net

Press Releases/Publicity 
Dawn Hamman

 21042 Anclote Ct
Venice FL 34293

dawnthephilatelist@gmail.com 

Educational Seminars Coordinator
The AAPE is looking

for a new coordinatgor for
this important service. If you

are interested, contact
Mike Ley, President

at giscougar@aol.com

• Working For You • 
Contact these fine people for answers, information, and help:

Director of AAPE Open
Forum Meetings
Mark Schwartz

2020 Walnut Street, #32C
Philadelphia, PA 19103

mark.schwartz1@verizon.net

Webmaster
Larry Fillion

18 Arlington Street
Acton, MA 01720

webmaster@aape.org  

AAPE Awards 
Coordinator:
Joan Harmer

1325 Echo Hill Path
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

joan@harrmersinternational.com

Awards Director/Canada 
Shirley Griff, 25 South St. South, Port Robin-

son, ON L0S 1K0 Canada 
shirley@griffrealestate.com

*Premium membership levels are also available—All amounts over the annual dues 
are a tax free donation. Members at these premium levels (Contributing, Sustaining, Pa-
tron) will be listed on the website and in TPE (if so desired). Thank you for supporting 
AAPE. Contributing Membership: $45 per year. Sustaining Membership: $60 per year. 
Patron Membership: $100 per year. (All preceding for U.S. & Canada members.)

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Those under 65 will pay $500, under 70 - $400, under 75 - 
$300, and 75+ - $200. (Foreign life members $100 more at each step.)

Multiple memberships are available at all levels. Up to 4 additional years may be 
paid in advance. PayPal Convenience Fee ($1) applies only once at the basic level of 
$25.00 per year (US & Canada) or $35 per year (all other foreign addresses).

* Youth Membership (age 18 and under) $10 annually; includes TPE.
* Spouse Membership: $12.50 annually—TPE not included.

Enclosed are my dues of $25.00* (US & Canada) or $35.00 (all foreign mailing addresses) and

Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary
1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921

27729_TPHE_3502_TXT  Sig 1 B
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From Your 
Immediate Past President

It has been a great honor to serve this important organization as presi-
dent for the last four years. It was an eventful time with the pandemic, tak-
ing over the Single Frame Championship from APS, keeping the AAPE 
Team Championship alive, the rise of virtual exhibiting and virtual board 
meetings, and a new TPE editor, but AAPE and exhibiting have survived.  

I want to thank the officers and board members with whom I have had 
the pleasure to work. I had a strong working relationship with my vice 
president, Kathy Johnson, who will remain on the board as a director.  
Mark Schwartz is moving from director to vice president. Mark Loomis, 
mentor director Bill Schultz, and advertising director Rick Gibson remain 
as directors.  

Steve McGill remains as treasurer and is doing great work calibrating 
our future liabilities because of life mem-
berships and others who pay for more than 
one year when they renew. Our webmas-
ter, Larry Fillion, enthusiastically worked 
on making our 2020 virtual Single Frame 
Champion of Champions a reality. My 
immediate president Pat Walker was a 
great resource on our past history, as was 
her predecessor John Hotchner, whom I 
consulted frequently.   

I know AAPE will be in good 
hands with our new president, Ken 
Nilsestuen. I had the luxury of having 
Ken as our reliable secretary, but I am 
confident our new secretary, Vesma 
Grinfelds, will do an outstanding job. 
I am not going away since I am now 
the immediate past president, which is 
a board position, and as such, I will 
now have a vote! Our by-laws only 
allowed me, as president, a vote to 
break ties.  )

m giscougar@aol.com

From Your President by Mike Ley

Mark Schwartz’s Boston’s Use of the 
1847 Issue was awarded the 2020 
Single Frame Champion of Champions.
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ATA Learning Resources
presents

The 2023 
Philatelic Pro
Online Learning Series

For Information & Registration:
www.AmericanTopical.org/events

SAY IT WITH POWERPOINT:
How to Present Your Stamps like a Pro

Three Recorded Sessions Available through the ATA Online Store at
www.americantopical.org/ATA-Online-Classes

EXHIBITING PICTURE POSTCARDS
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. Eastern - February 6, 13 and 20, 2023

 *All sessions are recorded and will be available to registrants shortly 
after the live presentation.

THEMATIC EXHIBITING:
Connecting Through Creativity

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. Eastern - March 4 and 11, 2023  
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More on Virtual Shows – Will They 
Replaced In-Person Shows?

First, I would like to thank Mark Loomis for 
answering my question and sharing his expe-
rience organizing a virtual show (TPE, Fourth 
Quarter, 2022, page 25).

Recently, I received a phone call from a fel-
low exhibitor who thanked me for raising that 
question. They also praised Mark’s article. Lar-
ry (the exhibitor who contacted me) stated that 
he did not exhibit for a few years, but had he 
realized before how easy it was to submit his ex-
hibit to a virtual show, he would already have 
done it.

As an Armenian Philatelic Association 
(ARPA) president and editor of the ARPA 
Journal, I regularly hear member comments 
about WSP shows. One of the most worrisome 
is that the philatelic and literature exhibit areas 
on the show floor became less and less visited.

ARPA member Simon Petrossian wrote to 
me as the ARPA Journal editor. His letter was 
titled, “An Opinion Most Philatelic Associations 
Don’t Want You To Voice.” While commenting 
on the future of philately in general (also a very 
interesting topic to discuss), he stated that once 

a very popular part of the show (exhibits), it now 
attracts fewer and fewer visitors. In fact, you 
may only encounter judges and exhibitors there. 
The judges are doing what judges do and the 
show exhibitors (the few who attend the show) 
are looking at other exhibitors’ work – trying 
to determine if there was anything they missed 
in their exhibits or comparing the medal levels. 
Occasionally, you might see a show visitor scan-
ning the displayed exhibits. Most of the time, 
the area is empty, as proven by the photo below, 
taken by Simon.

Most show visitors either settle themselves 
at the dealers’ tables to look for stamps, covers, 
ephemera, etc. or just bring their stamps for a 
free evaluation at the Stamps in Your Attic booth.

Another ARPA member, Greg Balagian, re-
sponded to the letter stating that it is “necessary 
to bring our hobby to the modern world by uti-
lizing all possibilities and advantages of the dig-
ital revolution by creating opportunities for ex-
hibitors to participate in stamp shows virtually.”

From my experience with multiple WSP 
shows since 2000, Ken Martin’s idea of a phil-
atelic exhibits tour was a great one, but — only 
a few people attend the event on any given day. 
Also, the layout of the show floor (exhibits on 

Letters to the Editor

Empty exhibit halls are typical of many stamp shows.
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Consign or sell now!
ALL BENEFITS AT A GLANCE                                  

Auktionshaus Christoph Gärtner GmbH & Co. KG
Steinbeisstr. 6+8 │ 74321 Bietigheim-Bissingen, Germany 
Tel. +49-(0)7142-789400 │ info@auktionen-gaertner.de

GET IN TOUCH WITH US: + 49 - 7142 - 789 400 │ info@auktionen-gaertner.de

In philately you can discover 
something new every day ...

Our Auctions –
YOUR CHANCE!                  

55th AUCTION
20 - 24 FEBRUARY 2023
Philately, Banknotes & Coins

56th AUCTION
12 - 26 JUNE 2023
Philately, Banknotes & Coins

57th AUCTION
16 - 20 OCTOBER 2023
Philately, Banknotes & Coins

Closing date for consignments:
Single lots 8 weeks and 
collection lots 7 weeks 
before auction

• Discreet and high-quality advice 
•		 Free Valuation
•		 Fast and reliable handling
•  Consignments & Outright Purchase
•		Excellent consignment conditions, free of 
 any additional costs (‘flat fee all-inclusive’)
•		Send us your material free of charge as 
 a parcel with DHL or Fedex
•		Very strong international client network   
  (over 179,000 potential clients all over the world)
•		International auctions 3 times a year
•		Reasonable commissions for the Brokerage 
  of consignments

Direct sale for cash or 
consignment to our auctions. 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS!

follow us

www.auctions-gaertner.de │ www.cg-collectors-world.com
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one side, dealers on the other) do not direct 
visitors through rows of exhibits. The arrange-
ments typically lead attendees straight to deal-
ers’ booths. Without dealers, there could be no 
show; their presence at any show enables the 
show to be financially solvent (most of the time, 
depending on the number of dealers), but the 
layouts negatively impact the exhibit areas of 
these shows.

Shows are losing their venues; the price of 
space has tripled in recent years. The larger the 
location (to accommodate both exhibits and the 
bourse), the more difficult it is to find space at 
an affordable price. Furthermore, exhibitors 
and dealers are increasingly reluctant to assume 
the ridiculously high costs of travel and lodging

So let’s compare the advantages and disad-
vantages of a virtual show.

Pros
1. Wider participation by foreign exhibi-

tors who do not have to travel to the show and 
avoid significant expenses.

2. Greater access for anyone (exhibitor or a 
member of the public) to see and study exhib-
its online in the comfort of their home – even 
download an exhibit for future study.

3. Reduced burden (financial or otherwise) 
for show organizers. Virtual shows address the 
rapidly rising expense of renting a venue, the 
cost of travel and lodging, and the considerable 

demands of show logistics (finding a suitable ex-
hibit hall, transporting frames, and the demands 
of phyical labor on an aging volunteer corps).

4. Cost savings for judges and exhibitors 
who no longer have outlays for airfare, lodg-
ing, rental cars, and meals. For any given show, 
these expenses can easily reach a pricetag be-
tween$2,000 - $2,500.

5. Judges will have more time to study an 
exhibit, alleviating the need to rely only on the 
synopsis and title page. Researching one exhibit 
a day will take ten days, while at an in-person 
show, judges have only two days (maximum 
three) to study ten or more exhibits.

6. On the show floor, dealers will have all of 
the attendees’ attention – visitors can concen-
trate on buying stamps, covers and more. 

7. Jury feedback will be conducted virtual-
ly, giving every exhibitor an equal opportunity 
to hear feedback, even when not attending the 
show.

Cons
1. The judges cannot physically inspect the 

material in an exhibit. This could be solved by 
requesting an exhibitor to mail the item for in-
spection, although this would be a rare occasion 
as most unique/rare/important items would 
have a known history. There should also be a 
provision in the entry form that the exhibitor 
warrants that he wholly owns all items in the 
exhibit and that no digital enhancement was 
made. Violations of the rules would result in 
penalties.

2. The APS Manual of Philatelic Judging and 
Exhibiting would need to be revised again.

3. Virtual shows reduce valuable face-to-
face socializing and interaction.

4. There are no ribbons to identify medal 
levels awarded to the exhibits.This issue could 
be overcome by projecting the palmares on a 
screen.

So, will the virtual show replace the in-per-
son one? The answer is yes, if not immediately, 
then in the near future. But, the bourse will still 
need to be in person. 

Igor Grigorian
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Membership in the Civil War Philatelic Society serves an 
important role in collecting, preserving, and sharing the history 
of our nation. Our ongoing purpose is to further the study of the 
stamps and postal history of the Civil War and we need you. For 
over 85 years, we have worked together as collectors and students 
dedicated to preserving the philatelic history of a crucial time in 
our nation,s history, without the bias of politics or sectionalism. 
We hope you,ll join us in this important work.

Write, email, or visit us online for a packet of information 
describing the work and the benefits of membership in the Civil 
War Philatelic Society. You can also join easily and securely online 
at www.civilwarphilatelicsociety.org. 

Your Special Invitation to
join the fascinating world 
of Civil War philately
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Dr. James P. Mazepa Presented the 
Bernard Hennig Award for Judging 
Excellence at CHICAGOPEX ’22 by 
President Mike Ley

by John M. Hotchner, Chair, Hennig Award Committee 
As shown in the photograph to the left, AAPE 

President Mike Ley presented the Hennig Award for 
Excellence and Improvements in Philatelic Judging to 
Dr. James Mazepa at the CHICAGOPEX Saturday 
evening awards ceremony. Mazepa is the 12th winner 
since the award was established in 2007. (See www.
aape.org/hennig_award_winner_2022.asp for a list of 
previous winners.)

Chosen by a group of his peers, the award was 
established to recognize first and foremost judging 
excellence over many years, including preparation, 
performance as a collegial jury member, accuracy of 
feedback to exhibitors, and helpfulness to exhibitors 
at shows and afterward. Jim Mazepa has created an 
exemplary record in all these categories and is recog-
nized as the embodiment of the highest level of service 
on the model of Bud Hennig, someone acknowledged 

in the judging corps as a model for all of us to emulate.

The first notice the awardee has that they have been given the award 
is when the presenter outlines the record upon which the selection was 
made.

Jim was first accredited by the APS in 1967, was subsequently accredit-
ed as a Jury Chair, and has been accredited by the International Federation 
of Philately as a FIP judge and team leader. His special areas of knowledge 
include Central America, Eastern Europe, Mexico, Modern Philately, and 
deep knowledge of Poland. But his demonstrated expertise as a judge ex-
tends to the full range of philatelic subjects as he is a judge who meticu-
lously prepares for each assignment.

He is the consummate jury member: courteous, thoughtful, engaging 
and a thorough participant throughout the judging and deliberations pro-
cess. Jim is also known as a judge who gives detailed feedback to exhibi-
tors, not “ex cathedra,” but in a way that encourages discussion and takes 

Society NewsAAPE

Dr. James Mazepa 
holding the Hennig 
Award for Excellence 
and Improvements in 
Philatelic Judging after 
being recognized by AAPE 
President Mike Ley. 
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into account what the exhibit or is trying to accomplish. He has served as a 
mentor to many exhibitors as they have climbed the ladder of success that 
he himself has mastered as an exhibitor.

In addition, he has served since 2016 as the Chairman of the APS In-
ternational Committee, which has the task of selecting and supporting 
US Commissioners to world exhibitions and proposing short lists of US 
judges and apprentices for consideration by international organizing com-
mittees. 

Beyond his judging activities, his list of credits is impressive. For exam-
ple, he has won the APS Champion of Champions in two unrelated fields 
(Mexico First Issue, 1856-1861 in 2000; and Colonial Central America in 
2017), is a long-time member of the CHICAGOPEX show committee, 
is a past president and board member of the Interamerican Federation 
of Philately (FIAF), has authored over 150 scholarly articles, and is active 
in leadership positions in the American Philatelic Congress and several 
international specialty societies. In 2015, he was invited to sign the Roll 
of Distinguished Philatelists, the preeminent honor in the world of stamp 
collecting and postal history. 

AAPE and the Hennig Committee take great pleasure in recognizing 
the judging work and dedication of Jim Mazepa with the 2022 Hennig 
Award. )

Nominations of APS judges for consideration for the Hennig Award are al-
ways welcome. A form that should be submitted in support of the nomination may 
be found on the Association website at www.aape.org/hennig_award.asp.

2022 Herdenberg Award Announced
by Patricia Stilwell Walker, Chair, Council of Past Presidents

The Herdenberg Award, named in honor of Ralph and 
Bette Herdenberg, Chicago-based founding members of 
AAPE and long-time workers for its success, is given each 
year to one member who has given long and distinguished 
service to the Association. 

The selection committee, composed of the immediate 
three living past presidents (Tim Bartshe, John Hotchner and 
myself as chairman), makes a recommendation to the Board 
at the Great American Stamp Show meeting, and the award 
is then announced in the next available issue of The Philatelic 
Exhibitor, and presented at a WSP show. The award is a sti-
pend of up to $500 to be used by the awardee for an item of 
their choice, not necessarily philatelic.

The award is being announced as our awardee completes 
his second term as president of AAPE; unusual perhaps, but 
otherwise, he would not be eligible for it while serving on 
the selection committee for the next three presidential in-
cumbencies - maybe 12 years. So it should now be obvious 
that the 2022 awardee is Mike Ley, who has been involved in 

Mike Ley (left), recipient of the 2022 
Herdenberg Award with Patricia Stilwell 
Walker, the chair for the AAPE Council 
of Past Presidents.
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• The Boston Convention and Exhibition Center 
is located fifteen minutes from Boston Logan 
International Airport. It is ten minutes from 
South Station and Amtrak Acela Express to  
New York City and Washington DC.

• All show hotels will be within walking distance.

• In a 352,000 square foot contiguous exhibition 
area, BOSTON 2026 WORLD EXPO 
will be hosting a large dealer and postal 
administration bourse, as well as a large society 
presence and hundreds of meetings/events. 

• There will be a competitive exhibition of 
approximately 3,500 frames, plus other 
special/court of honor exhibits, as well as a 
large literature competition.  

The Twelfth International Philatelic Exhibition
of the United States proudly presented by

May 23–30, 2026
at the Boston Convention & Exhibition 

Center at the Boston Seaport

Contact us at  
Boston 2026 World Stamp Show, Inc. 

P.O. Box 904, Sudbury, MA 01776

Scan Our QR Code

Boston 2026  
World Stamp Show, Inc. 

See You in Boston!

Boston 2026 
World Stamp Show, Inc. 

Boston 2026 Seed 
Funding Provider Boston 2026 

Major Society 
Sponsor

Boston 2026 
Founding Funder

Boston 2026 
Society 

Sponsor

www.Boston2026.org
Stay Up-to-Date on All the Show News,  

by visiting
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AAPE leadership positions for 12 years as Secretary (four 
years) and President. He has been exceptionally diligent in 
both positions, and the AAPE is a better organization for 
our members as a result.

As Secretary, he redesigned the membership records, 
making it easier for his successors to handle that aspect of 
the job. Everything about this complex job was done in a 
timely and accurate manner over a protracted period. 

When he assumed the presidency, no one knew that the 
job would entail keeping things going during a pandem-
ic where stamp shows went into hibernation. He bore the 
brunt of keeping things going during this time when we did 
not see each other face-to-face. Among his efforts was keep-
ing everyone involved and focused so that AAPE continued 
to operate, produce its publications, and plan for the future 
when things would return to normal. Only “normal” has 
been changed, and a part of that is due to his work to en-
courage and plan for virtual exhibiting. He was instrumental 

in the immensely successful virtual Single Frame Champion of Champi-
ons competition in 2020 and a modified AmeriStamp Expo in 2021. 

A president has to ensure that the Association’s working positions are 
filled, productive and that services are timely. He worked with the former 
editor to bring the issuance of the Association journal current as it had 
fallen behind and, for good measure, became its substantive reviewer be-
fore issue. 

The nightmare scenario for any society is losing the editor of its major 
publication. But Mike, in 2021, was faced with that situation and, with the 
Board, was able to engage a new editor who has not only continued the 
high standard that TPE had achieved but has made improvements. While 
seamless to the membership, this and other tasks he has undertaken re-
quired much time and effort to serve as a guide and resource for the new 
editor and for every new activity chairman. 

Mike was also a major player in the long-delayed  revision of the 
Association Constitution early in his presidency and made its successful 
adoption a key contribution to our future. In all his tasks, he has been col-
laborative, involving the Board and activity chairs in needed decisions. His 
“President’s Messages” in TPE have been a model of keeping the mem-
bership informed on what the Board has been doing to keep AAPE at the 
top of its game. 

It is truly a pleasure to recognize his efforts by selecting Mike Ley to 
receive the 2022 Herdenberg Award. ) 

Ken Nilsestuen Signs Luff Scroll
As previously reported in The Philatelic Exhibitor (Fourth Quarter 2022, 

pages 4-5), AAPE Secretary Ken Nilsestuen was to receive the Luff Award 
For Outstanding Service to the APS at the Great American Stamp Show 
in August 2022. However, Ken could not travel to Sacramento due to a 
serious accident before the show. 

Mike Ley displaying the Reserve Grand 
Award he earned at the 2022 Rocky 
Mountain Stamp Show.
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Fortunately, Ken’s recovery has 
been strong, and was able to attend 
CHICAGOPEX where he signed the 
Luff Award Scroll and received his 
engraved ring. During the ceremony 
at CHICAGOPEX, Bruce Marsden 
introduced Ken and offered details 
of Ken’s service to APS and the 
hobby at large. 

AAPE member Jacquelyn S. 
Alton also signed the Luff Scroll 
at CHICAGOPEX. She has been 
involved with philately since 1968 
when she joined her first stamp club 
– the North Shore Philatelic Society 
in Chicago. Through this club, she 
became involved with the Combined 
Philatelic Exhibition of Chicagoland 
(COMPEX). She became secretary 
for the 1969 exhibition and has 
been involved with COMPEX ever since as an officer and/or director in 
many positions, including president and vice president of publicity and 
exhibitions.

Ken Nilsestuen (seated, now AAPE President), signed the Luff Award 
Scroll during CHICAGOPEX 2022. The ceremony was overseen by 
APS President Robert Zeigler (left) with Luff Award Chair Peter 
McCann, APS Vice President Cheryl Ganz, and Bruce Marsden (right) 
participating.

 

 

63rd Annual Stamp Show 

WESTPEX 2023 
April 28 - 30, 2023 

 

San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel 
1800 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 

 

 A World Series of Philately  
       Exhibition with 3,000+ pages  
       in 250+ frames 
 

 A Bourse of 76 National  
       and International Dealers 
 

 Schuyler Rumsey  
       of San Francisco Auction 

 

Hosting 
 

 United States Philatelic  

 Classics Society             
 

 Scandinavian Collectors Club 
 

 Polonus Polish Philatelic Society 
 

 American Philatelic Society 
Town Hall Meeting 

Prospectus and Entry Forms  
Available from Ross Towle 

400 Clay Street, San Francisco, CA 94117 and on the web at 

www.westpex.org 
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Alton previously served as president of the Chicago Philatelic Society 
where she was involved with the society’s first sponsorships of junior 
exhibits and arranged that the juniors would be the first exhibits in the 
first row of frames. 

Congratulations to Ken and Jacquelyn on this landmark philatelic 
recognition. )

2022 AAPE Team Championship Decided at 
AmeriStamp Expo
by Mike Ley, Immediate Past President

The AAPE Team Championship is a fun event held every year since 
2006 as part of AmeriStamp Expo (ASE), except for 2020 when there was 
no show. The 2022 championship took place at CHICAGOPEX/Ameri-
Stamp Expo, November 18-20. 

In the competition, exhibitors who had entered a single frame exhibit 
in the open competition at the show could group themselves into five-per-
son teams. There was no additional entry fee.

For the first time, teams received the actual points awarded by the jury 
for each exhibit. In previous years, teams received a fixed number for each 
medal level, such as 110 for a large gold. In addition, teams could receive 
a 30-point bonus for each “new” exhibit – never shown at the national or 
international level. An additional 10 points were available for any exhibit 
done by a novice.

For many years, the winners were not determined until the special 
awards are announced Saturday night, with the single frame grand or re-
serve grands often being decisive. This year House of Dragons built an 
insurmountable lead with five high-scoring “new” exhibits, including one 
novice, and they could not lose no matter who won the special awards. 
They further increased their winning total at the awards banquet by win-
ning both the Single Frame Grand and one of the two Single Frame Re-
serve Grands. Winning team members and their exhibits included:

Behruz Nassre-Esfahani, Captain
The Development of Airmail Services in 
Persia (1919-1927)

Dr. James Mazepa
Poland: Lublin Postal Administration 
Provisional Postal Cards December 1918-
1919 

Anthony F Dewy
Swiss Official Stamps for the Internation-
al Relief Organization

Sandeep Jaiswal
Indian Airgraphs

Khosrow Ghandiri
The 1875 (Kardi) Lion Issue of Persia

The winning team with the Team Trophy. Picture (from left to right) 
are: Kosrow Ghandiri, Anthony F. Dewey, Behruz Nassre-Esfahani, 
and Dr. James Mazepa.
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Single Frame Champion Jan Hofmeyr 
shown at the frame with his award-
winning exhibit.

Single Frame Champion of Champions
by Mike Ley, Immediate Past President

The first Single Frame Championship was held at AmeriStamp Expo 
2000. The show was the annual APS winter show, but the Single Frame 
C of C was the brainchild of AAPE,  and we furnished the award. When 
APS held its last AmeriStamp Expo in 2019, we inherited the 
responsibility to keep the C of C alive.  

We partnered with CHICAGOPEX to hold the AmeriSta-
mp Expo activities, including the Single Frame C of C, as part 
of their strong centrally-located show beginning in 2020. Un-
fortunately, the pandemic meant no show that year, so we held 
a successful virtual C of C. CHICAGOPEX 2021 was held, but 
with shows just starting to resume, we did not have enough 
qualifiers for meaningful C of C. 

Finally, in 2022 we were able to conduct a live C of C. Twen-
ty-two exhibits that had won single frame grand awards in 2021 
or 2022 at WSP, or Canadian National shows were entered. The 
winning exhibit was Jan Hofmeyr’s The Process That Led to the 
‘Grill’ Stamps of the United States. From First Experiments to the 
Earliest Z-Grills. 

Jannie, who is from South Africa but now lives in British Co-
lumbia, had qualified by winning the Single Frame Grand at 
the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada’s annual Royale in October 2021, 
which had to be a virtual show. The exhibit’s title at that time was “The 
‘Grill’ Essays of the United States: 1865 – 1868.” He next showed it at 
PIPEX 2022 as a Court of Honor exhibit titled, The Process That Led to the 
‘Grill’ Stamps of the United States. He was an apprentice APS judge at the 
time and changed the title because “I’d realized, as a judge, how important 
it is to tie together the title, purpose and actual stuff in the exhibit.” He is 
now fully accredited.

Even though he was in the Court of Honor at PIPEX, he asked jury 
member John Hotchner for some time at the frames. Based on that, Jannie 
added “From First Experiments to the Earliest Z-Grills” to his title. He 
also changed the order of some of the pages as John convinced him the 
order was not quite right. This demonstrates that even very successful 
exhibitors are always looking to find ways to improve.

Jannie first learned about AAPE at WESTPEX 2017 when Liz Hisey 
asked him to join. He did and now says, “Great organization. Anyone any-
where in the world who takes exhibiting seriously, should be a member.”  )

The Philatelic Exhibitor Earns Large Gold 
at CHICAGOPEX

The Philatelic Exhibitor was entered in the CHICAGOPEX literature 
competition and earned a Large Gold medal. Congratulations to the 
authors and columnists whose ideas and contributions make this journal a 
valuable resource and an award-winning publication. )
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WESTPEX and PIPEX 2023  

WESTPEX 2023 Stamp Show – April 28-30, 2023
The sixty-third annual WESTPEX show will be held April 28 – 30, 

2023, at the San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel, 1800 Old 
Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA, just a mile south of the San Francisco 
International Airport.  

This open exhibition will feature over 250+ frames of exhibits, and 
participation by the United States Philatelic Classics Society, the Scan-
dinavian Collectors Club, the Polonus Polish Philatelic Society, and the 
American Philatelic Society. WESTPEX is a World Series of Philately ex-
hibition with the Grand Award winner eligible for the next Champion of 
Champions competition.

The show’s bourse will include 60+ national and international dealers in 
stamps, postal history, stationery, and supplies, filling the bourse with items 
desired by general collectors, specialists and exhibitors. The show will once 
again have a large four-day auction by Schuyler Rumsey Auctions with a 
large number of lots ranging from single items to large collections, which 
will be available for pre-auction viewing. 

Numerous specialty societies, clubs, and study groups will hold various 
meetings and seminars during the three-day event. 

There is a WESTPEX-sponsored Youth Area with free stamps and sup-
plies for young collectors. On Sunday, April 30, a Boy Scout Merit Badge 
program is scheduled.

Continuing the tradition of a local show theme, WESTPEX 2023 will 
be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the cable car. WESTPEX will of-
fer a special Cinderella souvenir sheet as well as cachet covers. 

Show NewsAAPE

Arapahoe County Fairgrounds   25690  East  Quincy  Ave.   Aurora,  Colorado

www.rockymountainstampshow.com
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The

An AAPE Invitational Exhibition

�����������������������

special guest
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The WESTPEX Stamp Show officially opens at 10:00 a.m., Friday, 
April 28. Complete show details, reservations, schedules, and theme story 
will be available at www.westpex.org. 

PIPEX 2023 Stamp Show – May 5-7, 2023
PIPEX 2023, an APS World Series of Philately (WSP) stamp show, will 

be held this year May 5 – 7, 2023, at our new venue, the Monarch Hotel & 
Convention Center, Clackamas, Oregon. There is free admission, and the 
hotel offers a complimentary airport shuttle and free parking. 

PIPEX will explore new ground with a hybrid show. All exhibits will 
be mounted virtually on the PIPEX website, where they will be judged. 
Exhibitors are also encouraged to bring their exhibits to be mounted on the 
show floor to be enjoyed by fellow attendees. The judges’ feedback session 
and many presentations will also be hybrid – live plus remote viewers via 
Zoom.

The show will feature approximately 30 dealer booths, 150 exhibit frames, 
StampBuddy, a silent auction, and “Grandma’s Attic.” Our show theme this 
year celebrates the 100th anniversary of the opening of the Columbia River 
Highway. PIPEX will offer a themed cachet cover and special cancellation. 
The coronation of King Charles III will occur on Saturday of the show, 
and an additional themed cover and special cancellation will be available 
on that day. 

Convening organizations at PIPEX 2023 include the American Air Mail 
Society, the American Helvetia Philatelic Society, and the Pacific Northwest 
Postal History Society. PIPEX is the annual exhibition of the Northwest 
Federation of Stamp Clubs, which will hold its annual general meeting at 
the show. Other societies will be represented, meet and offer programs. 

Additional show information, schedule of events, list of exhibits, and 
link for hotel reservations are available online at www.pipexstampshow.org. 

Show Announcements
Show announcements and information are published on a space 

available basis. Information, press releases and relevant images should be 
emailed to exhibitor@philatelicpress.com. Information should be sent at least 
four months prior to the event.  )
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Q A&
By Patricia Stilwell Walker
8403 Abingdon Court
University Park, FL 34201
Email: psw789@comcast.net
.

This issue’s question came to me 
courtesy of Kathy Johnson who 
had received it originally from Mi-

chael Dixon. Michael, like many of us with 
time on our hands due to the COVID-19 
pandemic had gone looking for a project 
and landed on a group of satirical post 
cards from the Second Boer War. 

Michael sent the following request for 
advice	to	Kathy,	Seiju	Laakso,	and	Liz	
Hisey as his “consultants” for exhibiting 
postcards. [All have agreed that it’s OK to 
include their answers in this column].

Yes, the pest has returned with yet 
another request for advice on exhibiting 
PPCs. This time I about translations. 

I believe I made it known after catching 
the deltiology bug with my assembly of 
Keston Village (UK) postcards that I had 
been	bitten	by	the	proverbial	postcard	
bug!!	Over	the	Covidzilla	isolation	period	I	
started to accumulate Second Boer War sa-
tirical/propaganda cards. The vast major-
ity of these (which are mostly anti-British) 
were published in Germany, France and 
Holland.	I	attach	examples	from	each	
country to help clarify my question. 

For many of the cards the propaganda 
message is conveyed in the bold graphics 
and	needs	little	explanation.	A	caricature	
of Queen Victoria or President Kruger is 
obvious. But for many cards the political 
message is in the accompanying text.

For example the text on the German card 
[shown in Figure 1] translates as: A good 
pig will eat anything. But a good farmer 
[Boer] does not. The text on the pig’s body 
(Honi soit qui mal y pense) is, of course, 
the	motto	of	GB’s	prestigious	chivalry	
Order of the Garter (Evil to him, who 
evil thinks). The text on the French card 
[shown	as	Figure	2]	translates	as:	Reflec-
tions on a jaw. These teeth would be the 
pearls of the Kingdom. Third card [shown 
as Figure 3] is of Dutch origin and the text 
translates as: John Bull, now the cart is sold 
out of Bibles, we will give them Dum Dum 
bullets. I anticipate a good portion of the 
viewing public (and judges) will be able 
to cope with the French and German – but 

Figure 1: German card text translates as: A good pig will 
eat anything. But a good farmer [Boer] does not. The text 
on the pig’s body (Honi soit qui mal y pense) is, of course, 
the motto of GB’s prestigious chivalry Order of the Garter 
(Evil to him, who evil thinks). 
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Our AAPEs of the MONTH
     April, 2021: Bill Johnson, who is retiring after several years serv-
ing as our AAPE Awards Coordinator, and Joan Harmer, who has 
agreed to step into that role.  The job of Awards Coordinator is among 
our most time-consuming, yet extremely important tasks. Bill and Joan 

are examples of the high level of volunteerism we have in our great organization. 
      May, 2021: Scott English and the APS Team (and our AFDCS and ATA collabo-
rators), for the decision to go ahead with this year’s Great American Stamp Show. Let’s 
all help to make it a resounding success! 
      June, 2021: Andrew McFarlane, who has just published Creating the Philatelic 
Exhibit Synopsis – A Master Class, to present his ideas and rationale behind his award-
winning title and synopsis pages. It is available on Amazon. MacFarlane is the “master of 
the Synosis Page”—his book is a universal “must have” for all exhibitors.  

 ——  Advertising Rates  ——

THE BEST ADVERTISING BUY IN PHILATELY. Philatelists who ex-
hibit their collections competitively are the most vigorous, active purchasers of high-level 
stamps and postal history in the stamp hobby. The Philatelic Exhibitor, quarterly journal 
of the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, is avidly read by nearly 1,000 AAPE 
members in the United States and worldwide. For target marking to the highest demographic 
in philately, there is no more potent advertising venue.

The Philatelic Exhibitor is now pub-
lished in full color on every page. 
There is no premium additional 
charge to run your ad in color. 

NOTE: Contract rates apply to advertisers who place their ads for a mini-
mum of four consecutive quarterly issues of the magazine.

• FULL PAGE SPECIAL POSITIONS: Inside Front Cover Per insertion: 
$450. Contract Rate: $400, Inside Back Cover: $425/$390, Outside Back 
Cover: $425/$390.

• FULL PAGE AD: $310. Contract Rate: $275. Size: 5 1/2” Wide x 8 1/2” 
High.

• CENTERSPREAD FULL PAGES (across the center two pages): $600—
available only with a one-year contrtact.Size: 12 1/2” Wide x 8 1/2” High

• HALF PAGE AD: $165 Contract Rate: $150 Size: 5 1/2” Wide x 4 1/8” 
High

• ONE THIRD PAGE AD: $90. Contract Rate: $75. Size: 5 1/2” High x 2 
5/8” High

MARKETPLACE ADS:
Marketplace is a special section in The Philatelic Exhibitor where both 

collector members and dealers may purchase smaller size ads that are ap-
proximately one eighth of a page in size. (2 3/4” Wide x 2” High.) Per inser-
tion: $60. Contract Rate: $50.

AD SPECIFICATIONS: All ads should be submitted as PDF files or as im-
age files in the jpg format at a minimum of 300 dpi resolution. For more in-
formation, contact our Advertising Manager: Don David Price at ddprice98@
hotmail.com
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Or Call Don at: 941-355-3339.Rick Gibson at smokeynav@comcast.net, our ad manager.
He will be happy to discuss any aspect of your advertising in TPE.
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Show Dealer Lists; How to Get 
Exhibits

Well done! To the MidCities Stamp Club, which sponsors the Mid-
Cities Stamp Show in Grapevine (near Dallas), Texas, each November; 
a really well-run show with a diverse and devoted group of volunteers. 
They do something I wish more show sponsors would do by putting on 
their website a list of dealers well before the show. It includes their email 

addresses and areas of focus. This encourages and enables 
people who want to go to the show contact dealers with 
their wants. Dealers can’t bring their entire stock to a show, 
so I can’t count the number of times I have heard a dealer 
say some form of, “I didn’t bring that – it’s back at the shop.” 
So, it’s a win-win if a dealer is tipped ahead of time to bring.

The show had one major problem – difficulty in getting 
exhibits. The Exhibits Chair, Ray Cartier, wrote to 47 clubs 
in the region asking for exhibits. Not one reply! Despite 
eliminating the frame fee this year. So, Ray ended up filling 
unclaimed frames from his own extensive interests. 

This problem is not limited to one club. How about our 
members who have dealt with this issue coming up with 
ideas to help clubs get exhibits? Or tell us what has worked 
for you. 

Responses are welcome, either directly to the author at 
jmhstamp@verizon.net, or in the form of a Letter to the Ed-
itor. Letters to the editor should be directed to Martin Kent 
Miller via email to exhibitor@philatelicpress.com.  )

As I See It by John M. Hotchner

The Exhibits 
Chair wrote to 
47 clubs in the 
region asking 

for exhibits. Not 
one reply!
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History & Forward Motion

Growing type fonts...
Some throwbacks are insist-

ing that virtual stamp shows—
events that are held strictly on 
computers located anywhere 
where buyers & sellers are buying, 
selling and exhibiting are active—
will never take hold and become 
a regular fixture in the hobby. 
Maybe. But think this: people 
are already establishing virtual 
shows where “live” shows never 
existed before. Virtual shows can 
fill a vacuum. Will they? It seems 
quite logical to us!

We are making some changes 
within The Philatelic Exhibitor. Are 
you noticing some? Your editor has 
subscribed to The New York Times 
for eons—since back when the body 
type in the broad majority of articles 
seemed, perfectly fine to me—it 
has been for who-knows-jow-long 
10 point Times Roman. A type font 
used by countless other publica-
tions, too—like this one. Now...some 
people are saying that our type size 
here at TPE is shrinking! Actually, it 
is growing. We are gradually mov-
ing to several kinds of 11 point type!

We have “open ended” exhibit-
ing on both the internet and at 
“live” venues where hundreds 
can show up body and soul. “En-
ter a show and see if you can win 
a medal,” was for decades the call. 
But now there are chances to use 
the internet to creatively develop 
and offer more compeitive events. 
What about turning some stamp 
shows into entry events for national 
tournaments where exhibitors com-
pete to move to higher and higher 
levels? Like golf, tennis, art, etc.?

Brand new virtual shows? Can tournaments happen?

Many collectors and dealers are touting the current state of the stamp business as a boom period 
much like it was in the Golden Age of stamp dealing in New York City from the mid-1930s to the 1950s: a time

when hundreds of storeftont stamp dealers existed on the streets of the five boroughs of our  greatest city. Want to get
a glimpse of that era? Go to YouTube and search for a movie called Stamp Story! Made in 1946

One of many hundreds on the 1950s streets of Manhattan

In the last boom period of the 1950s this was our biggest sales venue— 
the ground floor of New York City’s Gimbel’s Dept. Store at 33rd & Broadway.

sToday’s philately—from coast to 
coast  enjoys the vast and “no 

end in sight” World Wide Web (known 
to many as simply “the internet”) as 
the key “go to” sales venue in all of our 
hobby from  coast to coast to around 
the world. In 1956, the last time when 
stamp collecting enjoy a gigantic feed-
ing frenzy from kids to kings...buying 
stamps from every venue known to 
man and boy. From Pocatello, Idaho, to 
downtown Chicago, there were stamp 
shops. They thrived! What a grand era! 

Then they “died” a long death. If 
there are more than 50 stamps shops 
in America now, some of us might eat 
our hats. We still love ‘em! But we also 
love our internet! And when a pandem-
ic hit America, we went inside again to 
buy stamps from our kitchen table with 
a computer—$$ by the millions. 

And hundreds, we know, have en-
tered the world of philatelic exhibiting 
again. Watch now, as this hobby not 
only sustains itself, but creates new 
commerce inside itself, too!
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The

Association of
American

Quarterly Membership Report
Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary

Philatelic Exhibitors

PRIVATE TREATY PLACEMENT
AUCTION REPRESENTATION

COLLECTION BUILDING and ESTATE APPRAISAL

New Collections Available
We have a number of important collections available 
for collectors and exhibitors interested in finding 
new and challenging philatelic areas to explore. 
Contact us for details.

FRASER’S
Colin G. Fraser • Pamela Kayfetz Fraser
P.O. Box 335 • Woodstock, NY 12498

Tel: (845) 679-0684 • Fax: (845) 679-0685
Email: frasersstamps@cs.com

U.S. MEMBERSHIP
REGULAR MEMBERS    441
LIFE MEMBERS    152
FOREIGN REGULAR MEMBERS  101 
LIFE MEMBERS      25     
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP:      719

Membership Status as of April 4 thru June 22, 2021

Welcome to new members – 
April 4, 2021 to June 22, 2021
Dr. Michele Bresso, Bakersfield, CA
Joan Harmer (Life Member), 
 Yorktown Heights, NY
Rev. Terry Hursh, Mississauga, 
 ON, Canada
Jocelyn Mel, Watsonville, CA
Suzanne Pavel, New York, NY
Sangeetha Rao, Marion, IA
Bill Seymour, The Dalles, OR
Albert Valente, New Lebanon, NH

Deceased
Michael Frechette, CT
James Hamilton, IA

As always, please advise im-
mediately of any address change. 
It’s the only way to ensure uninter-
rupted delivery of The Philatelic 
Exhibitor. Your magazine will not 
be forwarded by the post office 
because of our bulk mailing permit. 
Just send me an email and we will 
keep you current.
      
Respectfully submitted
Kenneth R. Nilsestuen 
AAPE Secretary
knilsestuen@gmail.com
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Thematic exhibitors have the luxury of drawing upon all branches of philately to illustrate 
their (non-philatelic) story. They are limited only by their imagination when searching for items 
to include. Linking philatelic elements that at first glance don’t have an obvious connection to the 
story provides a creative outlet that is unique to thematics. Here I’d like to share with you some 
examples of “creative connections” from my exhibit that may inspire you to think outside the box 
and approach your exhibits (or potential exhibits) with fresh eyes.

I became a thematic collector about ten years ago after joining an online stamp forum and 
a local stamp club. Having chosen my theme (blood donation and transfusion), related to what 
I do in my professional life, I set out to acquire all the stamps I could find on the topic. I soon 
broadened my search to include machine cancels and meter marks with related slogans, and postal 

stationery. With encouragement from my club, I put together a 2-frame 
exhibit for the club’s regional show and expanded it to 3 frames for my 
first National show in 2015, where I was awarded a Silver. 

The judges encouraged me to continue working on the exhibit and 
expand it to five frames while keeping it in the thematic class. I had to 
scratch my head about this because I had filled three frames with all of 
the material I had on hand that was directly related to my topic – how 
on earth was I going to find enough additional material to add another 
two frames? Acquiring preproduction material such as die proofs and 
color trials would fill some pages, but what about the rest?

Around this time, I really began to understand the concept of De-
velopment – the addition of new storylines and elaboration of existing 
ones, with appropriate illustration of thematic details. For a relatively 
modern topic like blood donation, where the first stamp was issued in 

Thematic Exhibiting:

Connecting Through

Creativity
by Jean Wang

Figure 1. 1942 Hungary, 
first blood donation stamp. 
Véradás = Blood Donation.
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1942 (Figure 1), exploring new aspects of the history of blood and the 
establishment and deployment of transfusion medicine was the only way I 
would be able to include material from classical and pre-philatelic periods, 
a desirable goal in thematic exhibiting.

Since that first National level showing in 2015, I’ve added many new 
items to my exhibit. Often, they have a direct thematic connection to the 
story – through postmarks or other instructional markings, illustrations or 
text on postal stationery, or advertising printed on stamp labels, to name 
but a few. Sometimes the thematic connection is a functional one, for ex-
ample, a crash cover or earthquake concession cover (Figure 2) to illus-
trate the fact that blood products may be used to treat people injured in 
accidents or natural disasters. 

When the supply 
of material with more 
direct connections 
to the story begins 
to dwindle, themat-
ic exhibitors can, 
indeed should, turn 
to creativity and in-
novation to find ad-
ditional items – and 
this is where they 
perhaps have an ad-
vantage over exhibi-
tors in other classes. 
Not only do thematic 
exhibitors get to play 
in all the philatelic 
sandboxes, but there 
is really no philatelic 
element that can’t be 
included, as long as 
a clear thematic con-

nection can be made with the item’s postal aspects. In this article, I’ll show 
you examples of traditional, postal stationery, and postal history material, 
and even some modern pieces that you would not anticipate seeing in an 
exhibit about blood, but which advance my story in unexpected ways.

Traditional Philately
Thematic exhibitors should try to find ways to incorporate classical 

stamps into their exhibits. For modern themes, this requires some cre-
ativity. 

Vampires are mythological creatures that feed on blood. In early ver-
sions of my exhibit, this was a storyline that I illustrated mainly with 
stamps depicting vampires and vampire bats. A much more interesting 
way to illustrate how vampires drink blood is to show the “vampire bite” 
constant plate variety found on Canada’s 3¢ Small Queen, so named be-

Figure 2. 1935 cover sent 
from Quetta earthquake 
area with free postage 
concession.
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cause of the resemblance of the flaws to bite marks on the Queen’s neck 
(Figure 3). This variety occurred over a four-year period from 1892 to 
1895; the “bite marks” gradually faded due to plate wear. Armed with this 
knowledge, I assembled a philatelic study comprising dated examples of 
the variety spanning the relevant period and a rare example used on cover 
(Figure 4). Furthermore, I’ve made the thematic connection to the variety 
even stronger by linking the fading of the bite marks to the idea that vam-
pires would fade away without this life-giving fluid.

Figure 3. Canada 3¢ 
Small Queen with “vam-
pire bite” constant plate 
variety, postmarked 
1892.

Figure 4. Philatelic 
study of “vampire bite” 
constant plate variety.
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When considering classical 
stamps, one cannot overlook the 
world’s first adhesive postage 
stamp, the Penny Black, which 
bears a portrait of Queen Victoria. 
It so happens that Victoria was a 
carrier of hemophilia and trans-
mitted the disease to various Eu-
ropean royal families through her 
descendants.1 Affected individuals 
have a severe bleeding tendency 
and require treatment with clot-
ting factors derived from blood 
plasma. Thus, a thematic link be-
tween Queen Victoria as a carrier 
of hemophilia and a Penny Black 
can easily be made. 

However, additional research reveals a deeper and more innovative the-
matic connection. In 2009, scientists identified the genetic basis of the he-
mophilia trait propagated by Victoria through analysis of DNA obtained 
from the remains of the family of Tsar Nicholas II. They determined that 
the so-called “Royal Disease” was hemophilia B, which is caused by mu-
tations in the gene for clotting factor IX. In the case of the royal family, 
the specific mutation was a change in the genetic code from A to G. Thus, 

an additional link can be made 
between this thematic detail and 
the check letters on a Penny Black 
(Figure 5).

Perfins were first used by com-
panies and organizations in Great 
Britain in 1868 to provide better 
security over their postage; perfin 
designs are a rich source of mate-
rial for thematic collectors. In my 
exhibit, I use both the pictorial as-
pects and the physical characteris-
tics of a perfin on a Queen Victoria 
6d stamp to illustrate a thematic 
detail that would otherwise be 
difficult to show visually. Galen, a 
physician of great influence in the 
second century CE, erroneous-
ly taught that arterial and venous 
blood mix through tiny holes in the 
septum dividing the two chambers 
of the human heart. Here, holes in 
the heart are represented visually 
by a Charles Goodall & Son perfin 

with the initials C G & S (formed by tiny holes) inside an outline of a heart 
(Figure 6). 

Figure 5. Penny Black 
with check letters “A G” 
representing the genetic 
mutation that caused 
hemophilia in the Brit-
ish Royal Family.

Figure 6. Great Britain 
perfin in the form of 
initials inside a heart.
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Postal Stationery
As the above examples from traditional philately illustrate, creativity 

in thematic exhibiting can be demonstrated by incorporating philatelic 
elements that represent a new thematic concept or detail or illustrate a 
familiar concept in a surprising way. The same approach can be taken for 
the other two cornerstones of thematic exhibiting: postal stationery and 
postal history.

Postal stationery, par-
ticularly cards and enve-
lopes with printed adver-
tising, provides a wealth 
of material for thematics, 
and collectors should aim 
to incorporate a wide va-
riety of such items in their 
exhibits. Creativity can be 
demonstrated by going be-
yond the obvious to make 
a link to the story that you 
wouldn’t expect just by 
looking at the material. 
Below are some examples 
from my exhibit. 

The subchapter de-
scribing the blood donation process begins with the idea that individuals 
must reach a certain age before they can donate blood. In earlier versions 
of my exhibit, my thematic text included a specific age range. The text 
was illustrated by a modern postal stationery card from Britain’s National 
Blood Transfusion Service with printed age criteria (Figure 7), which was 
not terribly exciting or unexpected. 

Figure 7. Great Britain 
National Blood Transfu-
sion Service stationery 
card.

Figure 8. Bulgarian postal stationery card with overprint celebrating Crown Prince Boris reaching the age of ma-
jority.
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A much better approach (with some tweaking of the thematic text) is 
the use of this 1910 Bulgarian postal stationery card with an official over-
print that was applied in 1912 to celebrate Crown Prince Boris attaining 
the age of majority (Figure 8). Not only is this an unusual philatelic el-
ement that you wouldn’t expect to see in an exhibit about blood, but it 
also provides an opportunity to demonstrate philatelic knowledge with a 
discussion of both the card itself and the fact that the Bulgarian post office 
used the Julian calendar until 1916. 

Sometimes inspiration will strike when you least expect it. I was par-
ticipating in a stamp club Show & Tell recently, and one of the members 
showed an intriguing 1891 Liberian postal stationery card with the indi-
cium scratched out before postmarking. The story behind it is interesting 
if somewhat controversial – one theory is that President Johnson, whose 
image appears in the indicium, absconded with the Treasury in 1891, caus-
ing the Postmaster General to order his portrait deleted from the cards. A 
second and perhaps more plausible theory, which I learned through cor-
respondence with the Liberian Philatelic Society, is that the poor quality 
of the President’s image was the impetus behind the Postmaster General’s 
order. In any case, it occurred to me that I could use this interesting postal 
stationery item to illustrate the fact that blood donors remain anonymous 
and are motivated by altruism (Figure 9). The added thematic text pro-
vides a nice bridge between two existing concepts in my exhibit and im-
proves the flow of the story. 

Paying attention to small thematic details is important to the story’s 
development as long as the details can be properly illustrated by philatelic 

Figure 9. Liberian postal 
stationery card with 
“anonymized” indicium.
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elements. This stamp from South Africa (Figure 10) is interest-
ing because, at first glance, it appears to depict patients receiv-
ing transfusions based on the hanging blood bottles. However, if 
you look closely, the man in the foreground is squeezing a hand 
grip and has a blood pressure cuff around his upper arm. Inflated 
blood pressure cuffs are sometimes used in place of tourniquets 
to increase venous pressure and aid blood collection during do-
nation. All of the people in the picture are in street clothes. This 
is not a design error; the illustration is based on a photograph, as 
seen from the maxicard (Figure 11). 

So, what is happening here? These are blood donors, and the blood is 
being collected into the hanging glass bottles by means of vacuum in the 

bottles drawing blood up through the plastic tubing in a closed system. Al-
though plastic bags were commonly used for blood collection after 1950, 
vacuum will only work with rigid glass bottles. 

In an earlier version of my exhibit, I included the maxicard to show 
that the stamp design was not an error and was based on a real scenario. 
It occurred to me recently that I could effectively illustrate the concept 
of using vacuum to draw blood by making an analogy to an old postal 
system that used vacuum to draw mail inside capsules through a network 
of tubes: namely, pneumatic post. The addition of an 1879 pneumatic post 
lettercard from France adds both philatelic interest and provides a surpris-
ing thematic connection to demonstrate a difficult-to-understand concept 
(Figure 12). 

Figure 10. 1986 South 
Africa stamp showing 
blood donors.

Figure 11. Maximum 
card of blood donor 
stamp.
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Postal History
Thematic exhibitors should seek to incorporate material that would 

not be out of place in top-level postal history exhibits. All postal aspects 
of mailed items can be used for making thematic connections, including 
postmarks and auxiliary markings, routes, and special concession rates and 
usages. This is an area where thematic exhibitors can have a lot of fun 
telling their stories. I’ll share a few examples of how I’ve incorporated 
interesting postal history items into my exhibit with a creative twist.

One of the chapters in my exhibit deals with the discovery of blood 
groups, which ushered in a new era of safe blood transfusions. Most peo-
ple are familiar with the four ABO blood types (A, B, O, and AB), first 
described by Karl Landsteiner in 1900. What most people do not know 
is that after Landsteiner’s landmark discovery, Jan Janský, a Czech neurol-
ogist, and William Moss, an American physician, independently demon-

Figure 12. Pneumatic 
post lettercard illus-
trating the concept of 
drawing blood through 
tubing by vacuum.

Figure 13. Cover intended for Tournay, Belgium but missent to Tournan, France.
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strated that human blood could be divided into four groups, and each pro-
posed his own (different) nomenclature using Roman numerals.2 

At the time, the use of two arbitrary numerical classifications in which 
the numbers did not agree could easily result in confusion and fatal mis-
takes in matching blood. This is a very difficult concept to illustrate unless 
through analogy. In the postal context, the potential confusion in blood 
group nomenclature is nicely illustrated by a cover that was missent be-
cause of ambiguity in the address (Figure 13). The 1846 folded letter 
shown here was intended for Tournay, Belgium but was missent to Tour-
nan, France, due to the similar place names and incomplete address.

Figure 14. Drawing an analogy between a financial bank and a blood bank.
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 In 1937, the first permanent facility for collecting and preserving do-
nated blood was established in the United States at Cook County Hospital 
under Dr. Bernard Fantus. He conceived the idea of making blood readily 
available when needed rather than having to collect it on the spot. The 
supply of blood would have to be supported by deposits, analogous to de-
positing money in a financial bank for later withdrawal. He initially called 
this facility a Blood Preservation Laboratory, but at the suggestion of his 
daughter, he changed it to “Blood Bank.” The analogy of a blood bank to a 
financial bank is fittingly illustrated in my exhibit by a scarce 1906 Tasma-
nian preprinted “Savings Bank Packet Only” envelope mailed at a special 
concession rate that was in effect from 1882 to 1913 (Figure 14). 

The final example of creative use of postal history I’d like to show you 
was inspired by a page from Iva Mouritsen’s beautiful exhibit, A Royal 
Ménage à Trois and its Historical Consequences,3 which I had the pleasure of 

viewing in person in Toronto in 2019. This exhibit recounts 
the story of the 18th-century Danish King Christian VII, his 
Queen Caroline Matilda, and his Physician/Prime Minister 
(and her lover) Johann Friedrich Struensee. On a page de-
scribing Struensee’s arrest and execution, Iva uses an 1857 
divisible stamp and cover from the Duchy of Braunschweig 
to illustrate that Struensee and his assistant were quartered. 

These stamps (worth 1 Gute Groschen or 12 Pfenni-
ge) were meant to be divided into quarters (Figure 15), one 
quarter (3 Pfennige) paying the local delivery fee for letters 
(Bestellgeld) and larger fractions and combinations to be used 
to pay higher postal tariffs. I thought it was a brilliant phila-
telic analogy, and recently it occurred to me that I could use 

the same approach to illustrate the idea that donated blood is normally 
separated into four components: red cells, platelets, and plasma, which are 
used clinically, and white cells, which are discarded. To drive the analogy 
home, I found a cover (Figure 16) properly franked with three-quarters 
of a stamp (representing three of the four blood components being used).

Figure 15. 1857 Braunschweig divisible 
stamp.

Figure 16. Separation of whole blood into components.
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Modern Material 
As a rule, the perspective of time confers more significance upon older 

versus newer material. Sometimes, however, the story’s details necessitate 
the use of more modern items. In such cases, innovative approaches can 
add interest.

Figure 17. Introduction of plastic bags for blood collection.
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As alluded to above, plastic bags eventually replaced glass bottles for 
blood collection because of their durability and ease of handling – this was 
a simple technological advance that revolutionized blood banking. Plastic 
is a relatively modern invention (1907), so it would be very difficult, if 
not impossible, to find any older items to illustrate this thematic detail. 
Plenty of modern stamps, postmarks and postal stationery items depict 
blood collection bags and could be used, but I wanted to do something 
more creative. 

Many of us have, at one time or another, received a letter in the mail 
that was damaged by automated sorting machinery and enclosed by the 

Figure 18. Illustration of the damaging effects of radiation. 
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postal service in a plastic bag for protection and onward delivery. It oc-
curred to me that such an item would be a perfect way to demonstrate that 
plastic bags are strong and resist damage. The inclusion of this unassum-
ing piece of modern postal history adds interest to the page because of its 
unexpected connection to the story (Figure 17).

My last example comes from the final chapter of the exhibit, which 
discusses the many uses of blood products. Cancer patients undergoing 
chemotherapy or radiation treatment need frequent transfusions because 
of the damaging effects of the treatments on the blood-forming cells in 
the bone marrow. What better way to illustrate this than with a piece of 
irradiated mail enclosed in a plastic bag with explanatory text mirroring 
my thematic text (Figure 18)? Even though this is a very modern piece, it 
is unusual and provides a perfect visual analogy to support my story.

Epilogue
My exhibit is a work in progress; I am always on the lookout for new 

items to weave into my story. I’ve taken inspiration from many sources – 
newsletters and blogs, club presentations, other exhibits and exhibitors, 
judges, online auction sites, dealer price lists, and the list goes on. It has 
been an incredibly rewarding journey from my first stamp exhibition to 
where I am now, and I know I still have much to learn. I hope the examples 
I’ve shown here will inspire others to push the boundaries and take new 
approaches with their exhibits (and maybe even inspire would-be exhibi-
tors to take that first step). When you look at the exhibits at a stamp show, 
the ones that are thematically organized typically have the most varied 
pages. In this exhibitor’s opinion, thematic exhibitors get to have the most 
fun.

About the Author
Dr. Jean Wang is a hematologist and leukemia researcher in Toronto, 

Canada. Her thematic exhibit Blood: A Modern Medicine has evolved from 
a three-frame National Silver in 2015 to a 5-frame National Large Gold. 
It won the Grand Award at CANPEX 2019, becoming the first themat-
ic exhibit to win the top award at a National level show in Canada, and 
repeated that feat at ORAPEX 2022. Interested readers can follow the 
evolution of the exhibit from the very beginning on Stampboards: bit.ly/
BloodThematicExhibit.

References
1. Jean Wang, A Royal Disease, The Canadian Philatelist November-December 2019, 

p359-361.
2. Jean Wang, What’s Your Type? The Canadian Philatelist March-April 2019, p90-92.
3. Iva Mouritsen, A Royal Ménage à Trois and its Historical Consequences, museumof-

philately.com/collection/90
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Tackling Rarity & Scarcity - 
Back It Up with Data & References

Question
 I am indebted for the idea of this column to our editor, who passed 

along a question sent to him. It relates to the frequently-discussed issue 
of rarity/scarcity. The submitter of this question has a lot of covers that 
play a role in his exhibit, but he needs to determine the rarity/scarcity of 
the items he wants to show. He knows that the USPCS American Stampless 

Cover Catalog (ASCC) has notations regarding rarity. The ques-
tion is whether it is appropriate in an exhibit to reference that 
catalog’s ranking for rarity/scarcity. He expands the question 
to ask if other reputable organizations publish similar materials 
(short of an actual census of items), is it acceptable to reference 
these materials in the exhibit text?

He is interested to know what other exhibitors have done 
(if anything) and what feedback they received. Our editor 
mentioned that maybe the first place to pose this inquiry was 
through this column. 

His specific question about the ASCC is covered under Al-
ternative 4 below.

I am interested in hearing from other exhibitors as well.

Answer
This a valid question without a clear and definite answer. Since judges 

often give comments or advice in the “rarity” section of the EEF, such as 
“Can you quantify?” Just the word “rare” is too vague; it would be better 
to say how many are known.” What is an exhibitor to do when no official 
census exists?

Here are alternatives in my preferred order (as a judge); each of these 
will be expanded:

1. An official census

2. An unofficial census 

3. Number “known to the exhibitor”

4. Rarity rank in an official publication (the specific question that 
sparked this column)

5. Rarity rank based on collecting experience/research

6. Wild-eyed guess – just kidding

Questions & Answers by Patricia Stilwell Walker
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Every one of these alternatives demands a well-written synopsis that 
offers the background and justification for your quantitative statements.

Let me say upfront that if you are seeking rarity information on a wide 
range of material because your exhibit is theme based and has items from 
all over (the country or even the world), your task will be exponentially 
more difficult.

Alternative 1: Official Census
The gold standard: Unless said census is more than 

ten years old (maximum) – then you have to consider 
how much activity might be happening in that area; that’s 
where Alternatives 3 and 5 will come into play. Your syn-
opsis will then need to include a statement that the “old” 
census can be trusted, except under XYZ criteria. Often 
number known will be mostly okay, but earliest or latest 
known won’t be much good.

Online censuses that encourage updates and are 
well-maintained are the true gold standard.

Your rarity statement should say “1 of 3 recorded 
(ABC census).”

Alternative 2: Unofficial Census
Definition – a census kept by one (or a small group) 

of individuals interested in the same area of collecting 
and known to exist outside that group (hopefully) – not 
published or universally available online. Private inqui-
ries will be answered! 

Your synopsis can say something like, “private com-
munications with ‘Mary Collector’ about the XYZ study 
group’s census of the provisional handstamps is the basis for the quantity 
statements made in the exhibit.”

Of course, suppose this is your area, and you are actively working on 
making and keeping the unofficial census. In that case, your synopsis can 
say something like this: “I’m part of a study group (number of folks in-
volved) that keeps a census of XYZ – my rarity statements are passed on 
this census.”

Your rarity statement should say 1 of 3 recorded/1 of 3 reported; the 
distinction is how actively the census is updated. Ensure the unofficial cen-
sus has been defined someplace – either the title or synopsis page.

Alternative 3 – Known to Exhibitor
This alternative works when the exhibitor is quite knowledgeable in 

the field, has been collecting said area for many years, regularly follows the 
auction market, and keeps in touch with others who also collect the area. 
Example: you own one, your buddy Jack owns one, you saw one in Suzie’s 
exhibit years ago but don’t know where it is now, an individual you don’t 
know bought one at auction a year and a half ago, and that’s the first time 

The Siegel Census is on-
line at www.siegelauc-
tions.com/census.php.
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it’s shown up in the auction market on over 15 years. That adds up to four 
you “know” of – it’s safe to say in your exhibit that your item is “one of 
less than five known” (or less than seven known if five makes you queasy).

Your synopsis absolutely must establish your credentials to make such 
claims: years of collecting, communications with fellow collectors, atten-
tion to the auction market – etc. If you don’t, the credibility of “known to 
exhibitor” is worthless in the eyes of your judges.

Alternative 4: Rarity rank in an official publication (the specific 
question that sparked this column)

Such publications – handbooks/
articles – work best if they have a 
defined rarity scale. For example, I 
collect a county in Maryland where I 
used to live. Maryland markings appear 
in two handbooks. The first published 
in 1960 (ancient history now) was the 
work of a committee of six collectors 
listed in the introduction and edited by 
Roger Powers. The second handbook 
was published in 1984 and authored by 
D. Homer Kendell. Both handbooks 
have a scale of: R = less than 25 known, 
RR = less than 10 known, and RRR = 
less than five examples known. As far as 
I can tell, Kendell did not change any 
of these ratings from the Powers listing. 
“Known” meant known to any of the 
committee’s six members – all well-
known collectors of Maryland postal 
history.

The American Stampless Cover Catalog 
– to be renamed the American Stampless Markings Catalog – is currently 
under revision by the US Philatelic Classics Society. You can download 
the current version of the state you are interested in, so I pulled Maryland. 
The ASCC does not have a rarity scale – instead, it lists prices. Let’s forget 
for a minute whether or not what you get from the USPCS website is old 
prices or updated ones. I took an example from my collection; if you look 
at the 1819-1829 double-rimmed oval of ELLICOTT’S P. MILLS MD, 
the price listed is $125 – Powers and Kendall both say it’s RRR less than 
five known. The next type – single-rimmed oval in use 1830-1839 is priced 
at $100. In Powers and Kendal, there is no rarity rating. 

Now I don’t know about you, but to me, less than five known and not 
worth rating in no way match these prices. The dilemma here is that price 
does not equate to the difficulty of acquisition – rarity is how many exist. 
Price is driven by market demand. 

In general, if you are fortunate to be collecting in an area with a hand-
book with rarity ratings, use it with care – especially if it has letter ratings 

This example of Alter-
native 4 (note the text) 
is taken from Greg S. 
Galletti’s exhibit, The 
French United Nations 
“General Assembly” 
Issues of 1951. 

This exhibit is avail-
able for viewing at: 
www.aape.org/single_
frame_c_of_c_2020_gal-
letti_1951.asp.

The French United Nations “General Assembly” Issues of 1951
Purpose:  This is a traditional exhibit presenting the stamps issued by the French Government to commemorate the United Nations General Assembly meeting of 1951 at the Palais de Chaillot in Paris, France. 
Background:  Before completion of the United Nations Headquarters complex in New York City, Paris hosted two sessions of the U.N. General Assembly (the third assembly in 1948 and the sixth assembly in 1951-52).  Except for its first 
session in London, in 1946, the General Assembly has not met in any other location outside of New York.   The sixth assembly convened on November 6, 1951 thru February 5, 1952.  

Exhibit Plan:

 Title Page
 A.  Pre-Production

I. Rejected Design (Unadopted Commemorative)
II. Rejected Design (Unadopted Airmail Issue)
III. Artist Drawing
IV. Artist Die Proofs - Unhardened Master Die
V. Artist Die Proofs - Hardened Master Die             
  Color Trial Proofs     

B.  Stamp Production          
      I.    Plate Proofs
      II.   Epreuve Deluxe Proofs
      III. Sheet Layout and Production 

C.  Stamp Usage  
      I.  First Day Usage
      II.  Domestic Mail
 a,  Basic Services
 b.  Special Services
      III.  International Mail

 a.  Surface 
 b.  Airmail
IV.  Last Day of Conference Usage

D.  Epilogue  
  I.   Post Conference Usage

A.  Pre-Production
I.   Rejected Design (Unadopted Commemorative)
  
In normal practice during the late 1940s,  design of a French stamp issue began with 
the Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones soliciting sketches of proposed 
designs from artists.  A design then would be selected on the basis of the sketches, 
and the engraving process begun.

Possibly because of the brief time available, which was due to the lateness of the 
decision on Paris for the General Assembly site as a result of the construction of the 
new UN Headquarters in NY still not completed, the starting point for the design of 
the 1951 General Assembly issue was with a design proposed by Decaris showing a 
man and woman laborers with an inscription France Nations Unies Paris 1951.

A blue border is used to highlight unique items or 
scarce destinations.

Sepia Inspection Proof (3 recorded - Gaines United Nations Philately [Gaines]) 
Textual Elements and additional Shading and Detail added (1 recorded - Gaines)

A.  Pre-Production 
II.   Rejected Design (Unadopted Airmail Issue)

In addition to the commemorative issue, the French P.T.T also considered the release 
of an airmail stamp honoring the assembly.  The design, like the fore mentioned 
commemorative, was ultimately rejected although this design featured a much more 
“UN” theme with UN emblem and text.  Although the precise reason these essays 
were rejected has never been made public, a possible reason was that the stamp sub-
jects were not closely related to the “UN” theme or the General Assembly site, the 
Palais des Nations in Paris.
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that equate to monetary values (my prima-
ry Irish handbook does that, bummer). The 
main criterion of credibility is how long 
ago it was published and if there is or is not 
active research being done in that area. In 
other words, a new edition is in the works…

Given this example, my recommenda-
tion is not to make a statement like “Rated 
RRR in Kendall”; instead, state “Less than 
five recorded (Kendall),” making sure that 
Kendall is listed in your bibliography.

This leads us to:

Alternative 5. Collecting experience/research
You have been collecting a particular area for 20 years; you actively look 

for certain items and are lucky to find one every five years. Or they never 
show up in dealer stocks; you can only find them in specialty auctions. 

Keep in mind this doesn’t have to be your personal experience – sup-
pose you acquire a new item and you know a fellow collector who is an 
expert in that area – you can solicit an opinion based on that person’s 
experience/research. 

Unfortunately, this alternative doesn’t lend itself to quantitative state-
ments: seldom seen, not often found, and other phrases aren’t what judges 
want to read. 

Alternative 6: Wild-eyed guess
Please don’t do this – there’s sure to be another example of your unique 

item right around the corner.

Conclusion
Rarity and Knowledge are areas where judges carefully evaluate your 

exhibit and give points from the statements you make about your material.

Using an official census where you can. Quantification and clear rarity 
statements, where appropriate, will go a long way in improving your ex-
hibit and getting credit for your material.

Suggestions – especially of particularly useful catalogs/handbooks with 
rarity scales – will be much appreciated. 

Do you have a question?
The Philatelic Exhibitor needs your questions. The Question & Answer 

column is a great avenue for exploring specific exhibiting challenges. Send 
your questions directly to Pat at psw789@comcast.net, or you can forward 
them to: Editor, The Philatelic Exhibitor, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd., 
Suite F-102, Greer, SC 29650-1146. )

The USPCS website 
details the work on the 
newly name Ameri-
can Postal Markings 
Catalog at www.uspcs.
org/resource-center/
books-monographs/
american-postal-mark-
ings-catalog/. The page 
solicits feedback on the 
project.
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It’s Me, The Fly, the Pest!
The Fly has gotten fat and lazy over the holidays wintering in warm 

weather – not exactly hibernating, but certainly not moving too quickly 
either. To overcome lost momentum, the Fly has buzzed by two stamp 
shows – one large and one small. Housing at shows is never a problem as 
I have relatives everywhere.

What have I seen? Well, for one, things are not “business as usual.” It 
seems to this infamous insect – it is the best of times and the worst of times 
(golly, a good phrase for my next book – my last one is titled The Doings 

of a Pesky Philatelic Fly) in stamp shows. The attendees at both shows 
were still as old as ever, but fewer. And full sheets of postage are 
no longer heavily discounted but are selling at face or near face 

value. 

At the larger show, the number of paid exhibits was about the 
same, but with a number of last-minute cancellations during the 

previous week of the show. There were exhibits for the first time 
at the smaller show, many interesting ones, both single and multiple 

frame. It is amazing to this pin-sized mind how much exhibits add to 
a show. I loved buzzing by each exhibit and absorbing new ideas and 

information about stamps. Yes, I am old, but still a learner.

Continuing with the best of times, the exhibit areas were spaced much 
better, with lots of room for discussion in the aisles, as were the dealer ar-

eas. There was also a better mix of dealer material offered from the previ-
ous show. Everyone attending was enthusiastic about our chronic disease 
– everything philatelic. Oh, and one show even had jelly donuts — Yum! 

The highlight for me was an extensive literature exhibition, the first 
one I have ever studied closely. The competition was large and impressive. 
I am considering entering one of my columns in a literature exhibition 
during the next 12 months. It will need to be one of my better efforts, 
probably like the one where I stuck my head in a honey jar too long and 
got crazy.

The Fly is a voracious reader and ran across an interesting article by 
someone saying, “stamp collecting may add five years to your life.” I don’t 
know how true that saying is, but my own personal testimony is that it is. 
Sundays are my rest day with no work. I try to work (oh no, how about 
play?) with my stamps in the evening for about four hours. Because it is 
so enjoyable, I get lost in it, and it seems like only a couple of hours have 
gone by when the time is up. There is no worry and no stress. How about 
you? What do you think about this? Has stamp collecting added five years 
to your life?

As the Fly has said before, every time I read, someone is getting a phil-
atelic award. We are a hobby of award givers! It seems we have a prize for 

The Fly
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The “Fly By Night”!

If a flies-related exhibit is to be assembled, 
surely this would be one of its premier items, a 
stock certificate of the Fly By Night Gold and 
Silver Mining Co., Carson City, N.T. (Nevada 
Territory), May 12, 1863, stamped with 25¢ 
Certificate part perforate revenue. It is widely 
considered the quintessential Nevada Territory 
mining stock; two examples are recorded.

Only a tiny percentage of 
Nevada Territory mining ven-
tures were profitable. A large 
majority never produced any 
ore, and many never had actual 
works! The accompanying il-
lustration from Mark Twain’s 
Roughing It makes this point 
brilliantly. According to Harp-
er’s New Monthly Magazine for 
August 1865, “From October 
1862 until March 1864, spec-
ulation ran riot, and the Terri-
tory of Nevada was converted 
into one vast swindling stock 

exchange.” Even so, this brutally honest com-
pany name is breathtakingly brazen. The huge 
red “FLY BY NIGHT” underprint adds to the 
effect spectacularly.

Name Game

Printers using stock “cuts” made enjoyable 
attempts to match vignettes to company names. 
The beehive vignette here adds a delightful iro-
ny. Presumably it was the printer’s best attempt 

to match the company name 
(fly, bee, not the most terrible 
match). But the beehive, nor-
mally a symbol of industry and 
thrift, could scarcely be more 
incongruous than it is here.

Look for this certificate in the 
single-frame exhibit “Stamp 
Tax on Nevada Territory Stock 
Certificates: the “25¢ Blaze of 
Glory,” next to be shown at 
CHICAGOPEX 2022.

      Mike Mahler

Letters to the Editor

The “Fly By Night”!
If a Flies-related exhibit is to be assembled, surely this would be one of its premier items, a stock certificate of 

the Fly By Night Gold and Silver Mining Co., Carson City, N.T. (Nevada Territory), May 12, 1863, stamped with 
25¢ Certificate part perforate revenue. It is widely considered the quintessential Nevada Territory mining stock; 
two examples are recorded.

Only a tiny percentage of Nevada Territory mining ventures were 
profitable. A large majority never produced any ore, and many never 
had actual works! The accompanying illustration from Mark Twain’s 
Roughing It makes this point brilliantly. According to Harper’s New 
Monthly Magazine for August 1865, “From October 1862 until March 
1864, speculation ran riot, and the Territory of Nevada was converted 
into one vast swindling stock exchange.” Even so, this brutally honest 
company name is breathtakingly brazen. The huge red “FLY BY NIGHT” 
underprint adds to the effect spectacularly.

Name Game
Printers using stock “cuts” made enjoyable attempts to match 

vignettes to company names. The beehive vignette here adds a delightful 
irony. Presumably it was the printer’s best attempt to match the company 
name (fly, bee, not the most terrible match). But the beehive, normally a 
symbol of industry and thrift, could scarcely be more incongruous than 
it is here.

Look for this certificate in the single-frame exhibit “Stamp Tax on Nevada Territory Stock Certificates: the 
“25¢ Blaze of Glory,” next to be shown at Chicagopex 2022.
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everything, well, not exactly. So in case we run out of ideas for awards, how 
about these:

For shows: 1) the one with the best program, and 2) the one 
with the best jelly donuts.

For dealers: 1) the one with the best dollar boxes, and 2) the 
one best organized so collectors can easily find the material they 
seek without wasting time.

For judges: 1) the judge returning the most concise and com-
plete UEEF explaining why points were deducted, and 2) the one 
who consistently provides ideas to the exhibitor on how the exhib-
it can be improved to move to the next level.

For exhibitors: 1) the one who consistently exhibits for the joy 
of sharing their philatelic treasures rather than for awards, and 2) 
the one who consistently is civil and polite despite receiving un-
kind or what they think are untrue comments about their exhibit. 
This would include those who still behave themselves despite re-
ceiving an award with which they are displeased.

All right, time for my favorite part – the Fly swats! This fly swat con-
cerns all of the hubbub about a potential merger between the APS and 
ASDA. Oh my — lots of discussion and disagreement, which is healthy as 

long as everyone is civil, but also, what a mess! As a member 
of one (or maybe both organizations), I am having 
difficulty cutting through all the fog. The mem-
bers of each organization deserve better than what 

they are getting in explanations from their boards 
of directors, and therefore each organization gets a 

Fly Swat!

To those with ears to hear (I hear out of my anten-
nae) – members should see a concise ordered list from 

each organization on what the board of 
those organizations feel are the benefits 

and risks of a potential merger for mem-
bers to consider. Instead, we are getting a 

lot of smoke and noise. 

The Golden Flyswatter this month goes to 
Mike Mahler, who wrote about The Fly by Night 
Gold and Silver Mining Company on page 12 of 
the last issue of this marvelous tome (Fourth Quar-
ter, 2022). Mike recommended that the fly-related 
exhibit I am working on include a stock certificate 
from the 1860s (which he possesses and exhibited 
at CHICAGOPEX 2022). I am sorry I missed it. 
Great idea, Mike, but as you know, the guidelines 
prohibit me from borrowing your certificate for my 
exhibit. Therefore, would you like to sell it (guess-
ing not), or might you have another one? You are 
correct; the stock certificate would enhance my ex-
hibit, as it lacks both content and quality. 
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The Fly is underwhelmed by the response to the challenge thrown out 
in last month’s edition. This survey is a chance to state your opinion about 
the Fly and to venture a guess at who they may be. So, please visit https://
qrcodes.pro/BSkOKu to complete the short survey online, or use your 
smartphone or tablet to scan the QR code to the right.

It is time to buzz off, but please be careful of what you say and what 
you do, as the Fly is always around, watching and listening. Adios amigo.

Yours truly, The Fly!

Editor’s note: The Fly is interested in your opinions as well as your 
juicy tidbits. To that end, we have established a quick and easy online survey 
to solicit your thoughts and impressions. Please visit https://qrcodes.pro/
BSkOKu to complete the survey online, or use your smartphone or tablet 
scan the QR code to the right. If you prefer, you can also access the survey 
using the full address: https://form.jotform.com/222756335699167.

It is also my understanding that the Fly is always open to your thought-
ful input — whether swats or something sweet from the honey jar. What 
have you witnessed or done lately that would be useful? Write to: The Fly 
c/o TPE, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd, Suite F-102, Greer, SC 29650-
1146 -or- email to: exhibitor@philatelicpress.com.

Take The Fly’s 
online survey at 

qrcodes.pro/BSkOKu

AAPEs of the Month
by John M. Hotchner and Mike Ley

In recognition of their contributions to the success of the AAPE, 
The Philatelic Exhibitor, and philatelic exhibiting, thanks and a round of 
applause to the following people:

October, 2022: Richard Jones, editor of the Universal Ship 
Cancellation Society Log, who strongly advocated for exhibiting in 
his Editor’s Desk column for last August. He said, “Collecting 
naval covers is not meant to be just accumulating boxes of material. 
These prizes in your collections should be shared through exhibits. 
Be proud of your collections and share them with friends, family 
and other collectors – EXHIBIT!”

November, 2022: Bill Schultz and Mark Schwartz, who have 
retired as Exhibiting columnists for American Stamp Collector & 
Dealer, having completed 40 “Facets of Exhibiting” columns to 
lure more collectors into giving exhibiting a try.  

December, 2022: The folks who put on Aerophilately 2022 at 
APS headquarters in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. Steve Reinhard 
and AAMS leaders, plus APS staff, the exhibitors, dealers, 
and judges created an exceptional and rewarding experience for 
the Air Mail collecting community.   )

AAPEs
o f  t h e  M O N T H
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2023 Youth Championship
In 2023, the AAPE Youth Championship will be held at the the Great 

American Stamp Show in Cleveland, Ohio. I am hoping that past partici-
pants will, once again, be qualified. Youth exhibitors qualify for the Cham-
pionship by earning a Youth Grand Award at any WSP event in the United 
States or Canada between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. 

At CHICAGOPEX, this past November, David Geyfman qualified for 
the Championship with his exhibit, Judo Techniques Featured Throughout the 
Olympics. Enjoy reading his story about how his exhibit has grown!   

Judo Exhibiting - My Fight for Large Gold
by David Geyfman

My father and my grandfather have dedicated a great span of their lives 
to stamp collecting, and, in the past several years, I have decided to follow 
in their footsteps. When choosing the topic for my exhibit, I wanted to 
synergize my hobbies with the foundational knowledge with which my 
family equipped me. I have been practicing judo since I was six years old, 
so integrating my passion for the sport into my collecting would make 
both of them Olympic in grade. So, I decided to exhibit my collection of 
judo on stamps.

Philatelic exhibiting did not come easy at first. I received a lot of crit-
icism during my first time exhibiting at CHICAGOPEX 2019. Even 
though I was awarded a silver-bronze medal for my exhibit, titled Judo - 
the Olympic Sport, an achievement in and of itself, I was told by the judges 
to come back to Chicago next show with a better, more organized exhibit. 
While I was initially disappointed by the constructive feedback, I did not 
let my bruised ego get in the way of my aspirations. After the show was 
over, I spoke with the judges to get details about how to improve and come 
back to Chicago in future years as resilient as ever. Over the next three 
years, I worked on adding relevant material into both my covers and flown 
mail portrayed within the exhibit. The other big change I made was trying 
to tell a better story rather than simply putting stamps on paper without 
context. 

Moreover, I collected more material for my exhibit, including postally 
used and first day cancel covers and even a few judo-themed cancels. I 
made sure all of this material, no matter where or how I found it, featured 
judo so that I stayed true to my passion and reason for starting to collect 
in the first place. Judo became the common denominator amidst all of the 
features in my exhibit, but I wanted my exhibit to be special and stand 
out from the other sports stamp collectors. This was when I decided to 

The Youth Report by Vesma Grinfelds
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shift the topic of my exhibit from the broad subject of judo to the specific 
techniques that I love to incorporate into my Judo practice. When I reflect 
on my most recent exhibit, I truly believe that changing my topic was one 
of the contributing components to my success. I revamped the exhibit to 
discuss how and when each technique was first introduced, which moves 
were made legal or illegal, and other historical details. These additions, in 
conjunction with the printed visualization through the stamps presented 
in my exhibit, all came together to make my exhibit better. I was overcome 
with joy and pleasant surprise when I was awarded Large Gold this past 

year after exhibiting my new single frame on 
the techniques of judo at CHICAGOPEX 
this past November 2022. 

For my 2023 Youth Championship ex-
hibit, I plan to switch my topic once more 
to make my exhibit even more focused on 
Judo techniques. By focusing on technique, 
I expect to dedicate more time to explain-
ing judo moves while shifting away from my 
focus on the Olympics. This change will al-
low me to include other interesting material 
in my possession. Previously, I felt I did not 
have a narrow enough scope to display this 
material. Along with adding this fascinating 
material, I also plan on changing the layout 
and structure of my exhibit. I hope these 
changes and efforts will positively affect the 

outcomes of the Cleveland show this year. 

One of my favorite stamps displayed in the exhibit is the 1977 
Israel stamp featuring judo during the 10th Maccabiah Games. The 
Maccabiah Games is the third-largest sporting event in the world. 
Last summer, as a member of the USA Junior Judo team, I repre-
sented my country during the 21st Maccabiah Games in Israel and 
won a bronze medal.

I hope that this story depicts both my passion for the sport of 
judo and my desire to display resiliency in my hobby of philately. 
Similarly, I hope to win gold next time I represent our country inter-
nationally in both judo and philatelic exhibits. )

AAPE Critique Services
The American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors offers an exhibit critique service under the lead-

ership of Jay Stotts, an AAPE director and accredited chief judge. This service is free of charge to mem-
bers, but fees are required to cover the cost of mailing and returning exhibit materials. 

The AAPE Exhibitors’ Critique Service enables members to submit exhibits (one exhibit per ap-
plication form, maximum of 160 pages) to be reviewed in writing by an exhibit judge qualified in your 
subject area, specialty or topic. The judge will review your materials and make specific comments on the 
copies that you provide. Additionally, the critiquing judge will return an evaluation form addressing six 
specific aspects of your exhibit, including specific suggestions for improvement.

The detailed process and application form for the critique program can be found online at: www.
aape.org/critique_service.asp. For specific questions, contact Jay Stotts at stottsjd@swbell.net.
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Award Winning Philatelic Treatment and Presentation: 
A Guide to Display, Thematic and Topical Exhibits for 
Exhibitors, Collectors and Judges

As a winner of many gold and large gold medals as well as show grand 
awards, Ed Andrews has achieved success in philatelic exhibiting. In this 
handbook, he shares some guidelines for exhibitors at all levels. His focus 
is on topical and thematic exhibits as well as display exhibits that are simi-
lar to what are known as open philately in the international shows.

He emphasizes that exhibitors need to be aware of the APS Manual of 
Philatelic Judging and Exhibiting, 7th edition, which is free from the Amer-
ican Philatelic Society. The manual points out that 20% of the evaluation 
points used by judges deal with treatment and 5% with presentation. Thus 
the two features account for one-quarter of the exhibit evaluation.

The author describes the differences between the three types of exhib-
its—thematic, topical, and display. However, he also shows how a phila-
telic item could be used in all three types. It is how they are treated that 
makes the difference.

The title page of the exhibit is an important component of treatment 
and succinctly states the purpose and scope of the exhibit. Treatment or 
the flow of text in developing the storyline of the exhibit is spelled out in 
general terms. Treatment is further refined for the three kinds of exhibits 
in a chapter devoted to each type. 

The selection of the philatelic items is important, and each piece 
should help tell the story of the exhibit. The organization of the exhib-
it is emphasized so that the story is comprehensive without duplication 

Books & Literature by Alan Warren
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Eric Jackson is the “Gold Standard in Revenues” with more than 47,000 
items in stock — specializing in revenue stamps of the United States and 
Possessions, Match and Medicine Stamps, Revenue Stamped Paper, Taxpaids, 
State Revenues, Canada Revenues, AMG Revenues, U.S. and Canada 
Telegraph Stamps, U.S. Local Post Stamps, and much more. We also maintain 
an inventory of philatelic literature pertaining to revenue stamps of the world. 
Wherever you are — online, at a show, or near a phone, finding and buying 
what you need is simple and quick with Eric Jackson. 

The Gold Standard in

Huge Online Catalogue
Our Own Internet Auctions, plus...eBay Auctions!

ERIC JACKSON
the hobby’s premier dealer 

of revenue stamps since 1975

P.O. Box 728 • Leesport PA 19533-0728 
Phone: 610-926-6200 • Fax: 610-926-0120 

E-mail: eric@revenuer.com • Online: www.ericjackson.com

Visit us online at www.ericjackson.com

Buying & Selling
Established 1914

Eric Jackson for Philatelic Exporter.indd   1 9/16/2016   4:02:40 PM

Phone: (847) 910-6048
Email: jim@jameslee.com

www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876  

JamesLee.com
Drop us an email 

message and let us send you 
our BI-WEEKLY EMAIL
NEWSLETTER full of lots 

of special items at
great prices.

Our	Unique	Newsletter
We’ll soon publish the 

98th edition of our full-color 
quarterly newsletter. All 
of our customers receive 

it free. Everyone can 
always freely view the

latest issue on 
our website!

It always features very 
special offers from our vast 
inventory of U.S. essays, 
proofs and a large array of 
postal history.

Welcome to our New Advertising 
Manager: Mr. Rick Gibson
 —for The Philatelic Exhibitor

Bill Di Paolo has served as our ad manager for the past 
four years and we offer him our profound thanks for a 
very efficient and caring record in this position. I want to 
thank him for his tireless efforts on behalf of our association. 
Rick Gibson, his replacement will do the following:  

1. Secure ads for the publications from firms in the philatelic 
community. Rick is an AAPE board member and a very ca-
pable manager. 

2. Answer requests for advertising information.
3. Maintain records of advertising commitments (i.e. annual 

contracts, single insertions).
4. Contact advertisers as needed for new ads.
5. Invoice for all ads and inform the Treasurer.
6. Review pre-publication proof to be certain all ads are 

included and current.
As you can see, this is one of the most important tasks an 

AAPE volunteer has to ful fill. Welcome, Rick!!

James E. Lee’s Philately • Whole No. 97 • 1

Philately
$5 • Free To ClientsJames E. Lee's

Philately

Phone: (847) 910-6048
Email: jim@jameslee.com
www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876

Special Summer Edition

Volume XXIII No. 2
Summer 2021
Whole No. 98

67+68 – Cover used to Paris, France
5c Buff and 10c Green tied to small full cover 
with large Boston “PAID” cancels. Red “Boston 
Paid 12” CDS, boxed “PD”, and French “1 Oct 
‘61” receiving marks on front. Black “Paris Oct 1” 
receiving mark on the back. A beautiful use of the 
15-cent rate. The shade of the 5c Buff is stunning! 
Ex-Big Sky (PH98-02) $475.00

14 – Cover used from San Francisco
10c green tied by CDS. “From Noisy /Carrier’s 
Mail 17 Long Wharf S.F. Cal.” Handstamp at 
lower left. Noisy Carrier was a small emporium run 
by Charles Kimball on the San Francisco wharf. 
Reduced ¼ “ at right. PF certificate mentions: tone 

11-E8c - Draper, Welsh & Co. 
3c Scarlet die essay pulled on ivory glazed paper, 64x77mm, 

full size, XF. This is the only full-size example I have en-
countered. (EP98-01) $750.00

spot at left, tiny scrape be-
low right “X” and a small 
tear at bottom right. The 
faults are not apparent, 
and it exhibits very nice 
eye appeal! Ex-Big Sky 
(PH98-01) $600.00
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perhaps too good, when he applied for a 
position in Dallas as State Manager of Texas 
for the Mystic Workers of the World, another 
insurance society. 

When he applied for the job he was 
described as polished, intelligent, capable, 
modest and, “presented enough recommen-
dations	and	certificates	of	character	to	run	a	
pulp factory for six months”. It was reported 
that he did a good business for the Mystics, 
establishing several excellent lodges that 
brought in many new members (a more ac-
ceptable term for those cash paying clients).  
A devilish parasite named greed sometimes 
infests the road to prosperity and this bug 
caused Brock’s big mistake. The Equitable 
Fraternal Union, another fraternal insurance 
society,	offered	to	
pay him a commis-
sion of $6.00 for 
every new member 
he recruited. 

He presented a 
list	with	200	names	
and received the 
$1,200	fee	before	190	
of those new mem-
bers suddenly re-
signed.  An investi-
gation followed that 
found they were 
fictitious	names	and	
he was indicted by a federal grand jury for 
using	the	mails	to	defraud.	Although	$1,200	
does not sound like an impressive amount 
today, it could have bought three brand 

Brock Optical: J. D. Brock had three companies 
that at one time employed over 120 workers operating 
from the same building on McGee Street. The Specialty 
Optical Company manufactured and imported optical 
supplies, while Superior Optical and Kansas City Opti-
cal sold less expensive products. Notice Brock’s Waco 
taperwing biplane circling over the K.C. skyline on the 
corner card promoting his aerial lenses.

White House Visit 
October 13, 1931 (Below)
President Hoover was very interested in airport conditions 
around the country and they had a pleasant 30-minute 
chat during which Dr. Brock was commissioned a Major 
in the Specialist Reserve Section of the Air Corps by 
Secretary of War Patrick Hurley. Cachet sponsored by 
Merchants and Manufactures Association. All covers 
postmarked Washington, D.C.

27729_TPHE_3502_TXT  Sig 10 A
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Total      

  
  
  
   

Presentation 
5 
 

0-1 
-100% to -80% 

2 
-60% 

3 
-40% 

4 
-20% 

5 
- 0% 

  

No distractions to interfere with treatment 

Visually interesting/attractive 

Treatment 
20 

0-10 
-100% to -50%     

11 
-45%      

12 
-40%     

13 
-35%      

14 
-30%      

15 
-25%    

16 
-20%     

17 
-15% 

18    
-10%    

19 
-5% 

20 
-0%       

Unambiguous title 

Purpose/intent /scope limitations 

Plan/ statement/ organizing structure 

Logical/ balanced development by plan 

 
 
For One Frame Class consider “fit” 

Knowledge 
25 

0-12 
-100% to -47% 

13 
-48% 

14 
-44% 

15 
-40% 

16 
-36% 

17 
-32% 

18 
-28% 

19 
-24% 

20 
-20% 

21 
-16% 

22 
-12% 

23 
-8% 

24 
-4% 

25 
-0% 

Items necessary/ sufficient for treatment 

Accurate, complete and concise descriptions 

Accurate analyses and logical conclusions 

Key items originals (no scans/copies) 

 
 
Thematic/Topical = philatelic/thematic/topical (element choice) knowledge + subject knowledge. 

Display = subject knowledge (balance, element choice) + philatelic/deltiology/ephemera knowledge 

Research/ 

Pers. Study 
10 

0-5 
-100% to --50%     

6 
-40% 

7 
-30% 

8 
-20% 

9 
-10% 

10 
-0%       

Evidence of significant personal study, or 

Evidence of original research 

 
Thematic, Topical and Display exhibits combined 35 pts [Philatelic 17½ pts and Subject Knowledge 17½ pts 

 
Rarity 

20 

0-10 
-100 to -50%     

11 
-45%       

12 
-40%     

13 
-35%      

14 
-30%      

15 
-25%    

16 
-20%     

17 
-15% 

18 
-10%        

19 
-5% 

20 
-0%       

Rarity = numbers extant vs.  Scarcity = $ value 

Appropriate rarities within the scope are present  

Rare items are identified and quantified 

Condition 
10 

0-5 
-100 to -50%     

6 
-40% 

7 
-30% 

8 
-20% 

9 
-10% 

10 
-0%       

Fine condition in context of source/use 

Damaged or altered items noted 

Importance 
10 

0-5 
-100% to --50%     

6 
-40% 

7 
-30% 

8 
-20% 

9 
-10% 

10 
-0% 

Importance to philately, region/country 

Challenge and difficulty in creating exhibit 

This exhibit’s importance to similar exhibits 

For thematic, topical and display, all points on exhibit importance = challenge and exhibit itself 

 
 

MEDAL 
0-54 

Certificate 
55-59 
Bronze 

60-64 
S Bronze 

65-69 
Silver 

70-74 
LG Silver 

75-79 
Vermeil 

80-84 
LG Vermeil 

85-89 
Gold 

90-100 
LG Gold 

Frames:___________ Is this a Philatelic or Non-philatelic Exhibit__________Judge________________ 

Exhibit:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

or overcrowding. The page headings 
and subheadings help with the organi-
zation and flow. Andrews includes dos 
and don’ts every step of the way. He 
reinforces his text with many illustra-
tions of pages, not only from his own 
exhibits but also from award-winning 
displays by others. 

Although presentation accounts for 
only 5 out of 100 points, Andrews points 
out “…the importance of making an 
exhibit appear neat, attractive, and in-
viting to the viewer.” First impressions 
are very important. He lists the tools 
that exhibitors need to prepare exhib-
it pages, including a ruler, razor knife, 
mounts, matting material, computer 
templates, transparencies, and other 
items. The color of the exhibit page 
paper should be attractive and not de-
tract from the material mounted on the 
page. Special techniques are described 
for mounting non-philatelic elements 
needed for display exhibits.

Judges will also benefit from this 
handbook with the author’s guidelines 

for evaluating topical, thematic, and display 
exhibits, as well as an expanded version of the 
exhibitor evaluation form. A bibliography 
lists articles, handbooks, and websites for 
more details on treatment and presentation 
as well as exhibiting in general. An exten-
sive list of terms reveals the wide variety of 
philatelic elements that can be used in the 
three types of exhibits. Exhibitors are also 
warned to avoid countries that purposely 
release created varieties or errors as well 
as canceled-to-order (CTO) stamps.

Award Winning Philatelic Treatment 
and Presentation: A Guide to Display, 
Thematic and Topical Exhibits for 
Exhibitors, Collectors and Judges by 
Edwin J. Andrews. 8 ½ by 11 inches, 
180 pages, perfect bound with card 
covers or hardbound, Exhibitors 
Press, Silver Spring, MD, 2021. 
ISBN 9798454594732, available 
from Amazon, $40 softcover, $55 
hardcover.  )
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My First Column
Let me introduce myself; I am Darrell Ertzberger. I was appointed as 

chairman of CANEJ by APS President Bob Zeigler at the Great American 
Stamp Show in August 2022. I am replacing Liz Hisey. Liz was chairman 
of the committee for six years. I would like to recognize her for her service 
to the APS and the exhibiting community at large. Liz will continue as a 
member of the committee.

My first task is to organize the committee. Some former committee 
members are continuing on; others are retiring from the job. I foresee the 
committee putting a new stronger focus on WSP shows as well as its tradi-
tional role in the judging community. I have already bought in some new 
committee members with extensive experience with shows 
and who are not necessarily members of the Judge Corps. 

Shows have been taking a beating for the past two years. 
We had almost a year and a half with no shows due to the pan-
demic. Now the world is loosening up, and shows are coming 
back. Show committees are finding that the show environment 
has changed, sometimes radically. There are fewer volunteers, 
fewer exhibitors, fewer societies to hold meetings, and fewer 
dealers. The last is critically important as the economic model 
for every WSP show depends on the income from dealer fees to 
support other non-revenue generating aspects of the show. 

Some shows are experimenting with online competitive ex-
hibits. CANEJ made some general guidelines for this in the 
midst of the pandemic. As everyone gains more experience with 
this format, the guidelines will evolve. We are positioned to con-
sider both the exhibitors’ and judges’ needs and expectations in 
these new formats. 

I encourage everyone to support the WSP and local stamp 
shows. Enter an exhibit, volunteer to help. I am afraid we will 
soon have fewer WSP shows as external factors force them out of 
business. As the old saw goes, “the only thing constant is change.” 
That will undoubtedly be true for shows, exhibiting and judging in 
the next few years. 

I would like to end on an uplifting note, and welcome a new judge to 
the Judge Corps. Lisa Foster of Washington state has successfully com-
pleted her apprenticeships and been approved as the latest accredited Na-
tional-level judge. Congratulations to Lisa! Look for her on juries in the 
coming year. 

Darrell Ertzberger
CANEJ Chairman

The CANEJ Report by Darrell Ertzberger
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Beginning January 1, 2023, the new AAPE Secretary is Vesma Grinfelds. The complete list 
of association officers is available on page 2 of this issue. Please advise Vesma of any address 
change. It’s the only way to ensure uninterrupted receipt of The Philatelic Exhibitor. Your 
magazine will not be forwarded by the post office due to our bulk mailing permit. Please email 
all changes to vesmag@gmail.com.

Membership - December 10, 2022 

Secretary’s Report

US MEMBERSHIP 

Regular Members 407

Life Members 161

FOREIGN MEMBERSHIP

Regular Members 102

Life Members  15

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 685

Welcome to new members – September 1, 2022 to December 10, 2022

Blair Ashford
St Thomas, ON, Canada

Dwayne Bagley
Portage, MI

Jaume Balsells
North Wales, PA

David Biltek
Victoria, BC, Canada

Julia Cohen
Crockett, CA

Galen Radebaugh
Chester, NJ

Margaret I Schilling
New Lison, NJ

Peter Schwartz
West Hills, CA

Claire Sewell
Houston, TX

Joseph Shearer
Dayton, OH

Gal Shiffron
Fishers, IN

Jean Benninghoff Award Winners
Pamela Hanly, Co Tipperary, Ireland

Christopher & Maureen Lynch, Glen Falls, NY

Keith Maatman, Downers Grove, IL

Edward Mendlowitz, East Brunswick, NJ

Casey Jo White, Shelbyville, IN

Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth R. Nilsestuen 
AAPE Secretary
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Advertising with The Philatelic Exhibitor 

The Philatelic Exhibitor is the best buy in philatelic advertising. The journal reaches the most se-
rious philatelists — those who exhibit their collections. Exhibitors are dedicated collectors who are 
both competitive and discriminating — they are the most vigorous, active purchasers of high-end 
stamps and postal history in the hobby. The Philatelic Exhibitor, the quarterly journal of the Ameri-
can Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, is passionately read by AAPE members around the world. 
There is no better path to reach a market of serious collectors who are actively acquiring  rare and 
unique philatelic materials. Contact Rick Gibson (smokeynav@comcast.net), AAPE advertising 
manager, to reserve your space today.

Advertising Rates & Specifications

Ad Size
Dimensions

(inches) Once
Four

consecutive
Inside Front Cover 6 x 9 $450 $400/issue

Inside Back Cover 6 x 9 $425 $390/issue

Back Cover 7 x 10 + 1/4” bleed $425 $390/issue

Center Spread 13 x 9 N/A $600/issue

Full Page 6 x 9 $310 $275/issue

Half Page 6 x 4-1/8 $165 $150/issue

Third Page 6 x 2-3/8 $90 $75/issue

Eighth Page 2-3/4 x 2 $60 $50/issue

Production Schedule

Issue Date
Articles & 

Columns Due
Advertising
Order Due

Advertising
Art Due Production Closed

Second Quarter 2023 February 20, 2023 February 20, 2023 March 3, 2023 March 10, 2023

Third Quarter 2023 May 22, 2023 May 22, 2023 June 5, 2023 June 12, 2023

Fourth Quarter 2023 August 22, 2023 August 22, 2023 September 4, 2023 September 8, 2023

First Quarter 2024 November 20, 2023 November 20, 2023 December 5, 2023 December 19, 2023

Advertising art should be sub-
mitted as PDF files in the di-
mensions listed. All images 
placed within the PDF file must 
be at a resolution of at least 300 
DPI. For contract positions, 
the same ad will be picked up 
for each issue unless new art is 
received by the advertising art 
due date deadline. Please con-
tact Rick Gibson (smokeynav@
comcast.net) to reserve space 
and for more information.
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Membership Application

American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors
You are invited to become a member of the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors. Join with novice to advanced exhibitors from around the world in stamp 
collecting’s only association for all levels of philatelic exhibiting. Our field is stamp 
collecting’s most fascinating pastime and the AAPE is your best way to keep abreast 
of every facet of exhibiting and to learn effective exhibiting techniques. 

Membership Application
Enclosed are my dues and application for membership in AAPE, which includes an 
annual subscription to The Philatelic Exhibitor. PayPal payment is available for an 
additional $1.50. To use PayPal, either use the online application at www.AAPE.org 
or indicate PayPal below and you will be contacted with payment details. Foreign 
airmail is available for an additional charge, please inquire if interested. Please make 
checks payable to AAPE, Inc.

Premium membership levels are also available for members in the US and Canada. 
Amounts over the annual dues may be tax-deductible depending on your personal tax 
situation. Memberships at these premium levels will be listed on the website and in 
The Philatelic Exhibitor unless otherwise requested.

q US/Canada Membership $25.00 q Foreign Membership $35.00
q Contributing Membership $45.00
q Sustaining Membership $60.00
q Patron Membership $100.00

Please select:   q New Applicant q Renewal

First Name ________________________ Last Name ___________________________

Street or POB __________________________________________________________

City  ___________________________  State ________________________________

Postal Code _____________________  Country _____________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________________

Philatelic Memberships & Member Number(s): ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Philatelic References (not needed for APS members): __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

q Please contact me for PayPal payment.

Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Please mail your application and payment to:
Vesma Grinfelds, Secretary

3800 21st Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

www.AAPE.org
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Discover your new 
Delcampe Magazine

Classic Collections for free!

NEW  .   NOUVEAU  .   NEU    

Available online and downloadable from
https://blog.delcampe.net/en/magazine-en/

PUB_EN_Delcampe_Magazine_2022_PhilatelicExhibitor_A4_152x228.indd   1PUB_EN_Delcampe_Magazine_2022_PhilatelicExhibitor_A4_152x228.indd   1 23-05-22   10:29:1223-05-22   10:29:12
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Gold Medal and Grand Prix Winners have
ONE NAME in common

Kapiloff Honolulu Advertiser

Walske

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

siegelauctions.com

Siegel offers unparalleled expertise, a worldwide client base, financial reliability,
intelligent marketing, and the best internet resources and search tools.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • PH (212) 753-6421 • EMAIL: STAMPS@SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM

Islander

GrossKramer
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