
Flannery OôConnor  
I had never heard of 
M a r y  F l a n n e r y 
OôConnor (1925 ï 
1964) until the Unit-
ed States Postal Ser-

vice came out with a postage stamp 
in her honor on June 5, 2015.  This 
stamp was issued as the 30th stamp 
in the Literacy Arts series.  The wa-
tercolor painting completed digital-
ly stamp is based on a black and 
white photograph of OôConnor 
when she was a student at Georgia 
State College for Women from 
1942 to 1945.  The design shows 
OôConnor surrounded by Peacock 
feathers, a symbol often associated 
with her. 
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APS Af f i l ia te  #230  Women Exhib i tors  Suppor ted  by  AAPE  

            WSP Exhibitions 
¶ July 19-21,                 
   Minnesota Stamp Expo 
   Crystal, MN 
¶ July 26-28,  
   Americover, 
   St Louis, MO 
¶ August 1-4, 
   Stampshow/NTSS,  
   Omaha, NE  
¶ August 30ï Sept 1  
   BALPEX 
   Baltimore, MD 
¶ September 13-15,  
   SEAPEX,  
   Tukwila, WA 
¶ September 20-22, 
   MILCOPEX 
   Milwaukee, WI  

Okay, so sheôs a writer.  But what 
does that have to do with Peafowl?  
Who is this person, really, and why 
would the USPS issue a Peafowl 
stamp in her honor?ò  Off to the 
computer to do some research. 
 
First thing I discovered is that she 
raised Peafowl on her familyôs An-
dalusia (dairy) Farm in Georgia.  
Okay, that makes sense of why ocel-
li feathers are on her stamp.  Letôs 
explore a little bit more about this 
Peafowl lover. 
 
Flannery OôConnor was born 
March 25, 1925, in Savannah, 
Georgia, the only daughter of a  
devout Roman Catholic family; her 
father was a real estate agent.  The 
family moved to Milledgeville when 
she was 12, then to the Andalusia 
Farm after her father passed away 
on February 1, 1941, from systemic 

Whose says philately is a winter hobby?       
Although summer is finally here, I am still in-
side playing with stamps: Busy preparing for a 
Regional Exhibition this month, creating 
Club Showcase exhibit pages, preparing to 
judge a show in Reno and getting ready to at-
tend StampShow/NTSS in August. 

I am looking forward to our meeting August 
2nd and I hope to see many of you there.  

Peafowl Postage Stampsé.by Carol j. Edholm  

Plate Number Block courtesy of Carol j. Edholm                            continued on page 2... 

Carol Edholm at PIPEX Ver-
meil, AAPE Awards of Hon-
or and ATA 1st Place Medal 
for The Sacred Peafowl 
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lupus erythematosus.  She graduat-
ed from Peabody High School in 
1942 where she volunteered as the 
school newspaperôs art editor.  Af-
ter earning a Social Sciences de-
gree at Georgia State College for 
Women in 1945, she attended the 
Iowa Writers Workshop at the 
University of Iowa to study jour-
nalism, then to New York for Yad-
do, a retreat for artists in Saratoga 
Springs, New York. She then lived 
in Connecticut with friends. 
 
After being diagnosed with lupus 
at age 25, OôConnor moved back 
to Georgia where her mother as-
sisted in her care.  She used 
crutches to get around and attend 
church.  She raised Peafowl and 
built a strong reputation as a writ-
er.  OôConnor led the way of 
Southern Gothic writings with 
Wise Blood and The Violent Bear It 
Away as well as many writings of 
short fiction. The formal USPS 
announcement stated that OôCon-
nor ñcrafted unsettling and darkly 
comic stories and novels about the 

potential for enlightenment and 
grace in what seemed like the 
worst possible moments.ò  She was 
known to have said that ñmodern 
writers must often tell óperverse 
stories to shock a morally blind 
world.ô  It requires considerable 
courage not to turn away from the 
story teller.ò  She used regional 
settings, grotesque characters in 
violent situations, unsentimental 
acceptance or rejection of limita-
tions or imperfections or differ-
ence of these characters ï disabil-
ity, race, criminality, religion and 
sanity -- as well as morality and 
ethics issues in her stories.  Her 
omnibus collection, The Complete 
Stories of Flannery OôConnor, won 
the 1972 National Book Award 
for fiction and was named the Best 
of the National Book Awards 1950 ï 
2008 by a public vote.  She passed 
away at the young age of 39 on 
August 3, 1964.  
 
Interesting history of the writer 
OôConnor, but now letôs delve 

Interim Editorôs Remarks - Lisa Foster 

I have enjoyed my role as Interim Editor of WE Expres-
sions, but I could not have done it without the contribu-
tions of our members, submission of items for publication 
and the assistance of Laurie Anderson in laying out the jour-
nal.  

As you may have noticed, our new editor Janet Klug was 
unable to assume the role until the October 2019 issue.  I 
am looking forward to seeing the evolution of WE Expres-
sions with the expertise she will bring. Please support her in 
the endeavor by continuing to send forward articles, an-
nouncements, exhibit pages, show reports, and other items 
of interest for publication.  

into the Peafowl world of OôCon-
nor:  
In 1932, at the age of 5, OôCon-
nor trained a Bantam hen 
(chicken) to walk backwards which 
ended up being filmed by Britainôs 
Pathe News and shown around the 
w o r l d  ( h t t p s : / /
www.britishpathe.com/video/do-
you-reverse-1).  This experience 
started her fascination with birds, 
whereby, she started collecting 
them -- the more unusual, the bet-
ter.  As often in those days, girls 
were expected to sew Sunday 
dresses for themselves in high 
school.  Instead, OôConnor sewed 
a complete outfit for her duck and 
took the duck to school to model 
it.  

 
 
 

Women Exhibitors 
2016-2018 Board 
Lisa Fosterééé.Chair 

fosteld@gmail.com  

Shirley Griffééé.Vice-Chair 
shirley@griffrealestate.com 

Liz Hiseyééé.Treasurer 
lizhisey@comcast.net 

Vesma Grinfeldsééé.Secretary 
vesmag@gmail.com 

Carol J. EdholméééMembership  
peafowlphilatelics@gmail.com  

Denise Stottsééé.Dir-at-Large  
stottsjd@swbell.net 

Ruth Caswellééé.Dir-at-Large 
ruthandlyman@nventure.com 

        WE Expressions  

Source: No. 3196: Flannery OôConnor  
http://www.uh.edu/engines/epi3196.htm 

Peafowl Postage Stampsé.continued from page 1 

 continued on page 7... 

https://www.britishpathe.com/video/do-you-reverse-1
https://www.britishpathe.com/video/do-you-reverse-1
https://www.britishpathe.com/video/do-you-reverse-1
mailto:fosteld@gmail.com?subject=Women%20Exhbiitors
mailto:shirley@griffrealestate.com
mailto:lizhisey@comcast.net
mailto:vesmag@gmail.com?subject=Women%20Exhibitors
mailto:peafowlphilatelics@gmail.com?subject=Women%20Exhibitors
mailto:stottsjd@swbell.net
mailto:fosteld@gmail.com?subject=Women%20Exhbiitors
http://www.uh.edu/engines/epi3196.htm


ñBreaking the Iceò 
  Focus on Melodye McGroarty  
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Well, my name is Melodye 
McGroarty and I am a native of 
Las Vegas, Nevada and, except 
for a brief stint in Arizona for 
my first husband's law school, I 
have lived here all my life.  I 
now live in the mountains out-
side of Las Vegas at an elevation 
of about 7500 feet.  I started 
collecting back in the early 
1970's when I caught the "stamp 
flu" from my Dad. 
 
I collect US stamps on an occa-
sional basis now and Nevada 
stamps and postal history as 
much as I can.  I have the most 
fun collecting Faroe Islands 
stamps and postal history.  I 
think I joined AAPE and WE 
because I am fascinated by the 
idea of exhibiting and want to 
learn all I can.  I have never 
gone beyond writing small arti-
cles for my local stamp club 
newsletter and I confess to being 
terrified of the idea of putting 
an actual exhibit together.  I 
would love to try a one-frame 
exhibit of a facet of Faroe Island 
philately. 

 

I find the selection of topic to 
be the most daunting; I mean, 
what exactly is "enough" materi-
al for an exhibit? Even a one 
frame one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few years ago, one of our stamp 
club members who was a sea-
soned exhibitor conducted a class 
on the subject for us but became 
ill and passed away before he 
could finish.  I even have a frame 
of my own that I purchased from 
his widow. 
 
I decided to collect the Faroe Is-
lands for a very straightforward 
reason.  They achieved postal in-
dependence in 1975 and since at 
that time I was looking to add 
another country to my collecting 
activity, I figured it would be 
" e a s y "  t o  c o l l e c t 
"everything".  Well, as any experi-
enced collector knows, there is no 
such thing as a complete collec-
tion.  It took me years to get inter-
ested in the country itself and its 
history.  It is a tiny island chain (it 
would fit tightly into the Las Ve-
gas valley area) but it has a com-
plex history and a fascinating ecol-
ogy and culture.  Now I find it 
difficult to the point of impossi-
bility to walk away from a cover or 
a postmark from the Faroes. 

 

 

 

 

 

I felt I might be able to learn from 
WE and I do like supporting phi-
lately in general.  I enjoy reading 

the AAPE journals from cover to 
cover and I read the entire WE 
newsletter I just received and en-
joyed it thoroughly.  I have also 
gone on the website and read the 
older issues that are available on 
the site. 
 
I ran into one of the WE officers 
at the Mesa APS show and exhibit 
and was given your brochure at a 
"class" that was given during the 
show.  That show was the actually 
first one I have ever been able to 
attend.  I was absolutely fascinated 
by the exhibits and made sure I 
looked through each and every 
one. 
 
Thank you for your interest and 
your welcome.  I look forward to 
the upcoming newsletters and 
news of any nearby shows and ex-
hibits. 



Well, are you on the edge of your 
chair? Has the suspense of the last 9 
months been unbearable? And did I 
hear right that somebody set up a 
Facebook group called ñWhereôs 
Homer?ò to record possible sight-
ings? Ahem, perhaps noté 

 

You may remember that my Home-
stead Act exhibit, which was shown 
in the noncompetitive class at 
PIPEX 2017 went up to SEAPEX in 
September as a competitive entry 
with the pseudonym ñHomer nôDa-
range.ò No changes were made be-
tween PIPEX and SEAPEX. 

 

I didnôt go, but was surprised and 
delighted to receive phone messages 
and emails from friends at the 
show. My serious New Hebrides 
French Military Franchise essays 
exhibit won a Vermeil, and Homer 
won é a Silver!!!  Both exhibits re-
ceived special awards as well. 
Homerôs WE Sterling Achievement 
Award was an elegant pin of the 
Penny Black. It is given to exhibits 
whose award level is less than a 
Large Silver but shows promise. 

 

Mark Loomis was kind enough to 
talk with the judge who wrote up 
the EEF comments for both exhib-
its. Apparently one was an article 
(the essays) and the other was a mu-
seum display (Homer). At first, I 
took these comments negatively, 
but then came around. The essays 
need to have an article written 
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about them, and I have the mate-
rial and the enthusiasm to do it.  

 

And as for the Homestead Act 
exhibit, I had written it up with 
the aim of giving viewers a taste 
of the hardships homesteaders 
faced. Bringing the Act to life for 
them. Well, isnôt that just what a 
museum would try to do? My 
scrap-booking style of presenta-
tion, quoting of letter excerpts 
and arranging the pages in a non-
traditional orderé Yes, I had 
tried to emulate what I would 
expect to see in a museum. 

 

It didnôt take me long to make it 
all happen. Homer was going out 
to pasture, to Union County 
Museum! Conveniently, the mu-
seum Treasurer was coming into 
town to spend time with family 
the following weekend, so we 
connected at Sherwood Library 
on a beautiful sunny afternoon 
in late September. I gave her the 
exhibit pages, all the letters and 
covers, and my research notes. 

 

She said that Baker Countyôs mu-
seum had loaned them its home-
steading exhibit just after the 
sesquicentennial of the passing 
of the Homestead Act. But now 
Union County Museum could 
make its own, as there was no 
shortage of helpers to make dis-
plays. 

 

It has been said that giving phila-
telic material to a museum takes 
it out of the market. Hence col-
lectors miss out on acquiring 
items they would otherwise buy 
at, say, an auction of a deceased 
collectorôs estate. However, as it 
was letters I was donating, I did-
nôt think it applied in my case.  

 

I didnôt regret my decision, but 
after a while I did miss Homer, 
so I bought a (very) few covers 
addressed to the La Grand Land 
Office. However, they are not 
half as good as the letters I had 
the pleasure and privilege of 
reading and sharing with others 
through my Homestead Act ex-
hibit. 

 
Homesteading today 

The Life Cycle of my Homestead Act Exhibit 
Part 4: Homer Goes Out to Pasture by Sheryll Ruecker 


