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Focus on Melodye McGroarty

Well, my name is Melodye
McGroarty and | am a native of

Las Vegas, Nevada and, exc~~* _
for a brief stint in Arizona for A few years ago, one of our staithe AAPE journals from cover to

my first husband's law school,ClUb members who was a scover and | read the entire WE
have lived here all my lifel soned exhibitor conducted a cla newsletter | just received and en
now live in the mountains out ©N the subject for us but becanjoyed it thoroughly. I have also
side of Las Vegas at an elevat il and passed away before gone on the website and read the
of about 7500 feet.| started could finish. | even have a fram older issues that are available o
collecting back in the earl of my own that | purchased fror the site.

1970's when | caught the "stan NS widow.
flu" from my Dad.

| ran into one of the WE officers
| decided to collect the Faroe |at the Mesa APS show and exhibit
| collect US stamps on an occ lands for a very straightforwal and was given your brochure at a
sional basis now and Neva'eason. They achieved postal ir "class” that was given during th
stamps and postal history ‘dependence in 1975 and since ShOW That show was the actually
much as | canl have the most that time | was |00king to ad first one | have ever been able to
fun collecting Faroe Island@nother country to my collectin attend. | was absolutely fascinated
stamps and postal historyl activity, | figured it would be lby ;hg er)](h'b't‘; and hmadc; suref
think | joined AAPE and WE"€aSy" to collec ©90¢C througn each and every

n H " ‘One-
because | am fascinated by 1 everything”.Well, as any exper

idea of exhibiting and want t€nced cpllector knows, there is ' Thank you for your interest and
learn all I can. | have never such thing as a complete colk your welcome.| look forward to
gone beyond writing small arition. It took me years to getinte yo = \\hooming  newsletters  and
cles for my local stamp cluested in the country itself and i .\« of any nearby shows and e
newsletter and | confess to bei history. Itis a tiny island chain (it ,ipits.
terrified of the idea of putting Would fit tightly into the Las Ve

an actual exhibit together.| 9as valley area) but it has a ct
would love to try a odeame Plex history and a fascinating ec

exhibit of a facet of Faroe Islar 09y and culture.Now | find it
philately. difficult to the point of impossi-

bility to walk away from a cover
a postmark from the Faroes.

| find the selection of topic tc
be the most daunting; | mear
what exactly is "enough" mate
al for an exhibit? Even a or
frame one.
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| felt I might be able to learn fron
WE and | do like supporting phi
lately in generall enjoy reading
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The Life Cycle of my Homestead Act Exhibit
Part 4: Homer Goes Out to Pastusgsheryil Ruecker

Well, are you on the edge of yotabout them, and | have the mate-
chair? Has the suspense of the lasrial and the enthusiasm to do it.
months been unbearable? And dic
hear right that somebody set up
Facebook grou
Homer 20 to reco
i ngs? Ahem, per

And as for the Homestead Acj ¢

exhibit, I had written it up with; ght -

the aim of giving viewers a taste

of the hardships homesteaders

faced. Bringing the Act to life for

You may remember that my Homt hem. Wel | , isr®s -+ =+ wha
stead Act exhibit, which was shov museum would try to do? M\

in the noncompetitive class &scrapooking style of presentzlt has been said that giving phila-
PIPEX 2017 went up to SEAPEX ition, quoting of letter excerptstelic material to a museum takes
September as a competitive eniand arranging the pages in a no it out of the market. Hence col-

with the pseudotraditional o Y¢lectors miss out on acquiriflga d

range. 0 No c¢hantried to emulate what | woulditems they would otherwise buy

tween PIPEX and SEAPEX. expect to see in a museum. at, say, an auction of a deceased
coll ectorods est al

_ R _ R was letters | was donating, | did-
I di dnot go, bult didnodot takeepngt think it é'ﬁ%l

delighted to receive phone messa all happen. Homer was going ot

and emails from friends at th«to pasture, to Union County

show. My serious New Hebride Museum! Conveniently, the mu | di dnot regret
French Military Franchise essaseum Treasurer was coming iniafter a while | did miss Homer,

exhibit won a Vermeil, and Home town to spend time with family so | bought a (very) few covers
won ¢é a Sil ver! the following weekend, so W addressed to the La Grand Land
ceived special awards as wi connected at Sherwood Librar Office. However, they are not

Homer 6s WE St er on a beautiful sunny afternoon half as good as the letters | had
Award was an elegant pin of trin late September. | gave her ttthe pleasure and privilege of
Penny Black. It is given to exhibi exhibit pages, all the letters anreading and sharing with others
whose award level is less thancovers, and my research notes. through my Homestead Act ex-
Large Silver but shows promise. hibit.

She sai d that | mu
Mark Loomis was kind enough tiseum had loaned them its home
talk with the judge who wrote ujsteading exhibit just after the
the EEF comments for both exhit sesquicentennial of the passir
its. Apparently one was an artic of the Homestead Act. But now
(the essays) and the other was a 1Union County Museum could
seum display (Homer). At first, make its own, as there was r
took these comments negative shortage of helpers to make di
but then came around. The esse plays.

. ) Homesteading today
need to have an article writte
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