
The Charleston Carrier Service 
Six Stamp Designs 

Proprietor: Dr. John Henry Honour 
Period: May 8, 1849 - December 20, 1860* 

Honour's City Express Post 

Purpose - To show all of the adhesives issued by John Henry Honour for the Charleston Carrier 

Department and present the determined order of issue based on the exhibitor's study. 

Treatment - The six stamp designs will be presented in the order in which they are Catalogue listed. 

Study and Personal Research - The exhibitor's original research will show the period of use of each of the 
adhesives, the number of recorded examples of each and the typesetting errors that occurred. 

The census data can be found online in The Penny Post, October 2007, Vol. 15, No. 4. 

Rarity - Twenty of the items exhibited are the only recorded examples and 31 are known in a quantity of 
three or less. 
• An example of a Charleston carrier adhesive on an incoming letter requesting carrier delivery.
• The two known examples of a Charleston carrier adhesive on a letter to a foreign destination.
• Borders signify importance. "*" will indicate exhibitor's original research.

History - The Charleston S.C. carrier department was first announced in a May 8, 1849 advertisement in the 
city newspaper, the Charleston Mercury. The appointed superintendent of the carrier department 
was Dr. John H. Honour. A two-cent carrier fee applied to all categories of letters in Charleston, 
including service to the mail as well as from the mail service. A letter to a local resident could also 
be prepaid by the correspondent outside the city using a carrier adhesive. 

Importance - This was an important and successful attempt by the government to control the local delivery of 
mail in Charleston. 

First Stamp Design 

Four recorded singles. 
This is the only recorded example 
of the black/pink adhesive 

Only recorded example of a black 
on rose brown adhesive 
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Black on rose adhesive on a cover dated August 16, 1849 to New York. 

Three covers are recorded with this color adhesive. PF 
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