
To Exhibit or Not to Exhibit,  
That is the Questioné 
by Laurie Anderson 

Stamp collectingéwhatôs that? 
Who would want to do that? Why 
would anyone collect stamps? I 
mean reallyé..who would collect a 
bunch of random postage stamps 
just to stick in a binder which then 
sits on a bookshelf and collects 
dust? I didnôt have a clue! Seemed 
a bit boring to me. 

Then in September 2016, I attend-
ed my first stamp show. And I was 
amazed! The depth and diversity of 
the hobby was astounding!  

I saw table after table with people 
(dealers, I later learned) displaying 
a variety of items to selléboxes 
and boxes of stamps and post-
cards, shelves piled high with bind-
ers full of postal items and books 
covering every aspect of the hobby.  

I viewed row after row of frames  
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containing ñstamp storiesò (exhibits 
I was told) which were created by 
stamp collectors, near and far. 

I watched people go from dealer to 
dealer, buying, selling or trading 
stamps and related items. 

It didnôt take long for me to realize, 
stamp collecting was not just putting 
stamps into a binder and storing on 
a shelf- it was a vibrant and active 

I am so excited looking forward to the next couple of years and the       opportu-
nities WE will have to celebrate and promote the contributions of Women, not 
only in philately, but in the world.  

I urge each and every member to participate in one way or another by  submit-
ting an article proposal to be published in the American Philatelist, assisting 
with the National Postal Museum event, contributing to the plan to Promote 
Women in Philately, creating a one-page exhibit for the club   showcase, and/or 
volunteering for a WE Fest 2020 committee. 

I know itôs a lot, but together WE can accomplish anything.  

Laurie Andersonï At the Evergreen 
Stamp Club show July 15, 2017. 
Very first time entering an exhibit 
which received a Silver Award  

...continued on page 2 
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hobby shared by thousands and 
thousands of people all around 
the world. I filed this experience 
into my memory banks and con-
tinued on with life.  

Then I was given the opportuni-
ty to attend another big stamp 
show, so I did, in May 2017 in 
Portland! Again, I was blown 
away at the vastness of the hob-
by! As I wandered the aisles of 
dealers and exhibits, my interest 
began to grow but I was still so 
very lost. I would look around 
the room but not really know 
what I was seeing. I would hear 
conversations but they were non-
sensical to me. I felt like I was in 
a foreign country without a lan-
guage conversion dictionary. 

As I took in the site, my partner 
approached me and said ñI need 
you to do an exhibit for the club 
show in July, pick a topicò. I 
looked at her with a look of 
astonishment and I am sure, 
fear! I shook my head, said, ñno, 
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Interim Editorôs Remarks by Lisa Foster 

 
Do you enjoy reading WE Expressions? Is there missing content? Do 
you envision a different format or focus? If so, consider becoming the 
Editor or a regular columnist. 
 
I would like the express my sincere gratitude to all of you who submit-
ted content for this quarterôs journal and to Laurie Anderson for the 
assembly.  
 
The next WE Expressions is due out April 1, 2019. Please send sub-
missions to fosteld@gmail.com by March 11, 2019. 
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I donôt know how to make an 
exhibit.ò She reassured me I 
could do it and she would help 
me. Iôm not sure how much time 
it took before I agreed but I fi-
nally relented and agreed to try. 
I was encouraged to pick a topic 
of interest and after brainstorm-
ing and throwing out ideas, I 
settled on  looking for stamps 
depicting women in the Olym-
pics. And the shopping began! 

Now, not really knowing what I 
was doing and not having any 
kind of vision of what the exhib-
it would look like, with my part-
nerôs help, I began buying used 
stamps, postcards and envelopes 
(which I soon learned are called 
covers)- anything showing a 
women in an Olympic event. I 
gathered my goods and we head-
ed back home. 

So, now what? I was still very 
confused, lost, scaredéI didnôt 
really know what to do with the 
items I purchased. My partner 

sat down with me, showed me 
some examples of different types 
of exhibits and gave me pointers 
on things to consider to develop 
my exhibit plan. And off I went 
into the great unknown world of 
exhibit research and planning. I 
had two months to make it all 
happen and the sweating started! 

With lots of internet reading, 
looking through magazines and 
searching the Scott catalogs, I 
learned about my stamps and 
covers and the significance of 
them to be used in my exhibit. A 
plan was forming but the sweat-
ing continued! 

By the time the stamp show ar-
rived in July 2017, I had success-
fully created a two frame exhibit. 
Now, it didnôt come easily and it 
didnôt happen overnight, but it 
did happen and I was excited 
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chance on yourself! Share the 
passion of your collection with 
others and create a framed story 
using the stamps, postcards and 
covers you have collected over 
the years. Itôs your story to tell, 
so tell it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

take the plunge! Find someone 
you can call upon to mentor you 
and guide you as you beginé
someone who can give you 
pointers on where to look for 
information or how help you 
decide which direction to go 
with your collection. Take a 

about my accomplishment. My 
exhibit was entered in a regional 
show and I was nervous about 
showing all the ñexpertsò in the 
world of stamp collecting my 
accomplishment. But I did and 
the positive feedback and en-
couragement I received was phe-
nomenal! I earned my first med-
al, a silver and I was so very 
proud! And to be honest, I now 
had the ñbugò to do it again! Ex-
hibiting was in my blood and I 
looked forward to the next show 
where I could display my ñwork 
of artò! 

It has been 18 months now since 
I took that first plunge to exhibit 
and I am so happy I did! Exhibit-
ing is like being on an emotional 
roller coaster of highs and lows, 
but in the end, the highs out-
weigh the lows and I just canôt 
wait to ñwrite my next storyò. 
The hobby also brings a new ave-
nue of excitement to my life- the 
travel from place to place to at-
tend all the stamp shows, large 
and small; the ñhuntò to find a 
new, better stamp, postcard or 
cover; the hope of finding that 
one final piece that will com-
plete your exhibit; the thrill of 
hearing others talk about your 
exhibit with genuine enthusiasm 
and enjoyment; and of course, 
the satisfaction you feel in the 
end for a job well done! All 
these reasons, and more, keep 
me hooked on the hobby! 

If you have been dabbling with 
the idea of becoming an exhibi-
tor, I highly encourage you to 



Defining the purpose of the exhibit: 
 

Remember that in Part 1 I told you 
that I had acquired sixteen letters to or 
from the Land Office in La Grande? 
Sixteen letters, which could make up a 
16-page exhibit? Well, when I thought 
it through, I realized that I wanted to 
bring the Act to life by showing the 
hardships that the homesteaders had 
to face, through their letters. 
 

Getting the story into the frames: 
 

The story that I wanted to tell was 
much larger than 16 pages. Getting it 
down to basics for the viewer to under-
stand was going to be the trick.  
My first idea was to cut and paste info 
about the Act and a summary of it 
from a variety of educational and 
school websites into one big file. In 
hindsight this was one big mistake, as 
the file grew too long to be manageable 
and I couldn't picture the information, 
so I couldn't absorb it. The Shmoop 
website was the greatest help here as it 
explained the Act simply step by step, 
using colloquial adolescent turns of 
phrase to " get it into my head." Pretty 
awesome, eh? Finally, I was nailing ité  
I needed to select only a few letters out 
of the 16, those that best showed each 
stage of the Homestead Act.  
 

Deciding on the layout: 
 

My first layouts were abysmal, until I 
thought to make larger pages that 
would fit a part of a real letter (folded 
if necessary), its cover, a quote from 
the letter and ancillary information 
(explanations of things I had just be-
gun to understand). I found some 
scrapbook sleeves lying around the 
house and made them into 11ò x 14ò 
pages with protectors. Two of these 
would fit on each row of a frame. I 
reserved the first row for explanations 

Page 4         WE Expressions 

and setting the scene, so that left me 
with six letters that I could show.  
 

Working backwards from the last 
page: 
 

There was an 11ò x 5ò space left in 
each row once the 11ò x 14ò pages 
had been added. I put an already 
narrow document, a sample patent 
(land title document) in the middle 
of the last row. Ahah! Now I had 
seven steps to owning the land - get-
ting the patent plus six more steps 
which the letters would show.  
The patents could be ordered from 
the Bureau of Land Management for 
the princely sum of $2. How wonder-
ful to be able to show a real patent! I 
chose one from my six letter-writing 
homesteaders - a woman with medi-
cal ailments and ordered it. This be-
came page 12 of my now 13-page 
exhibit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A copy of the text of the Act, which I 
also wanted to show, went into the 
spare space of the other two rows 
(pages 6 and 9), above the patent. I 
even put in a philatelic item or two. 
Abe Lincolnôs signature at the bot-
tom of the Act was one.  
That left me with the top row. I 
spent an age trying to make a water-
mark of the Homestead Act stamp 
that would span 3 or all four of the 
pages but I didnôt like any of my at-
tempts.  
Explaining the survey terms was para-

mount in understanding the letters. 
To do this I needed to draw a dia-
gram, and I saw an opportunity to 
show another letter. This section 
became pages 3 and 4. The page 
with the letter was slightly wider 
than the other page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ending at the beginning: 
 

The first page had to be the title 
page, which would explain the ex-
hibitôs purpose, scope and, plan, 
and include a visual item to draw in 
the viewer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This left one more page for any-
thing I hadnôt added so far. I used 
it to set the scene for the letters by 
discussing how other Acts related 
to the Homestead Act and how the 
land offices worked. It was illustrat-

The Life Cycle of my Homestead Act Exhibit 

Part 2: Gestation and Birth by Sheryll Ruecker 

...continued on page 5 


