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Go for the Gold!
The Introduction of Women in the Olympic Games

The purpose of this exhibit is to present an overview of women'’s participation
and achievements in the Modern Olympic Games. The exhibit will highlight the
years women sports and events were introduced into the Olympic Games. The
exhibit will also recognize the Gold medal winners in different events, either in
the year of the sport/event or in the year the Gold medal was earned. The Gold
Medal winner for the year recognized will be denoted by a gold dot.

The exhibit will flow chronologically as women sports and events were introduced into
the Olympic Games, from 1900 in Paris, France through 2020 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the modern Olympic Games, did
not favor women participation and defined the Games as “the solemn and
periodic exaltation of male athleticism, with internationalism as a base,
loyalty as a means, art for its setting, and female applause as reward”.
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The International Olympic Committee (I0C) promotes women in sports to increase
participation in the games and recognize the well-being of women in sports at all levels. The
10C holds as its creed “The most important thing in life is not the triumph but the struggle”.

The Olympic Charter (the set of rules and guidelines for the Olympic Games) promotes
equality within sports by including both genders in these competitions. These missions made
it possible for women to become strong and equal competitors in all the Games.
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The Life Cycle of my Homestead Act Exhibit
Part 2: Gestation and Birty sheryil Ruecker

Defining the purpose of the exiibit: 54 setting the scene, so that left me

Remember that in Part 1 | told yo with six letters that I could show.

that | had acquired sixteen letters to Working backwards from the last

from the Land Office in La Grande . mount in understanding the letters.
) ) page. . .
Sixteen letters, which could make ug To do this | needed to draw a dia-

16page exhibit? Well, when | thouglTher e was an 11adgram, and | saw an opportunity fo t
it through, | realized that | wanted t€ @ Ch row once t fshow another letter. This sectiog e s
bring the Act to life by showing th had been added. | put an alread became pages 3 and 4. The page
hardships that the homesteaders hnarrow document, a sample paterwith the letter was slightly wider
to face, through their letters. (land title document) in the middle than the other page.

of the last row. Ahah! Now | had

seven steps to owning the largkt-

The story that | wanted to tell weting the patent plus six more step

much larger than 16 pages. Getting which the letters would show.

down to basics for the viewer to und¢ The patents could be ordered fron

stand was going to be the trick. the Bureau of Land Management fo

My first idea was to cut and paste in the princely sum of $2. How wonder

about the Act and a summary of ful to be able to show a real patent!

from a variety of educational anchose one from my six letterting

school websites into one big file. homesteadersa woman with medi-

hindsight this was one big mistake, cal ailments and ordered it. This be

the file grew too long to be manageal came page 12 of my now{i®je Ending at the beginning:

and | couldn't picture the information exhibit. The first page had to be the fitle

so | f:ouldnt absorb it. The Shmoo page, which would explain the ex-
website was the greatest help here ¢ hibitos purpose
explamed the_Act simply step by st and include a visual item to draw in
using colloquial adolescent turns :

. L " ‘ the viewer.
phrase to " get it into my head." Pre
awesome, eh? Fince i
| needed to select only a few letters «
of the 16, those that best showed e
stage of the Homestead Act.

Getting the story into the frames:

Deciding on the layout: A copy of the text of the Act, which |
Ialso wanted to show, went into th
spare space of the other two row
(pages 6 and 9), above the patent

My first layouts were abysmal, unti
thought to make larger pages th
would fit a part of a real letter (folde ) ! o
if necessary), its cover, a quote fr even put in a philatelic |t(3m or twq.

the letter and ancillary informatiorA be Lincolnos si b o

. . : tom of the Act was one.
explanations of things | had just b .
élunp to understand)gl foundJ som That left me with the top row. | This left one more page for any-

scrapbook sleeves lying around 1SPENt an age trying to make a wattt hing | hadnot adc
house and made mark of the Homestead Act stamit to set the scene for the letters by
pages with protectors. Two of the that would span 3 or all four of the discussing how other Acts related

would fit on each row of a frame. P 2 9 € S but I d i d nto the Homestead Act and how themy
. . tempts. land offices worked. It was illustrat-
reserved the first row for explanatiol o _
Explaining the survey terms was pal ...continued on page 5
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